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February 21, 2017
Westside Board Meeting
AGENDA
Opening of Meeting
Treasurer's Report
à Kathy Earnst
Committee Reports
à Wagonmaster -Ed Lehman
Old Business
New Business
Open Comments

WSMC Westside meeting, Maplewood Clubhouse, Edmonds,
WA Tuesday, January 17, 2017
Attendees:
Vesta Bettinger, President, North Seattle Lapidary & Mineral
Club
Kathy Earnst, Treasurer, Marysville
Lanny Kittleson, Westside Trustee, NW Rockhounds
Diane Korf, Club Representative, Maplewood
Jenny Lake, Maplewood
Ed Lehman, Fieldtrip Wagonmaster, Marysville

Adjourn

Meeting Calendar for 2017

Open meeting by Vesta at 7:48 pm.

West side board meetings:
1/17, 2/21, 4/18, 6/20, 8/15, 10/17

Treasurer’s Report:
Balance is on the rise due to map book sales and paid club
dues. Kathy has prepared a notice for any clubs that did not
pay at the new current rate of $1.00and still owe $0.25 per
member.

At 7:30PM at the
Maplewood Clubhouse
8802 196th St SW, Edmonds

All renewal forms should reflect the increased rate online, in
the newsletter, and at any other sources. The past few years
have been a struggle for us financially, but now we should
have no problem paying out Walker Valley and publishing
fees.

All general meetings will be held at:

General meetings :
3/18, 5/20, 9/23, 11/04

Palace Café
4th & Main
Ellensburg
Meeting @ 9:30 AM

Wagonmaster’s Report:
The 2017 Fieldtrip calendar is almost complete with just one
blank date to be decided by the Spokane club. Prior to going
on any WSMC trip you can email Ed if you plan on attending
and the Sunday BEFORE the trip you will receive a packet
from Ed with everything you need like ferry schedule, maps
and equipment list.

GPS Co-ordinates Needed
The WSMC needs the GPS co-ordinates of any and all of the
collecting sites in the state. In an effort to make the map
booklets as accurate as possible the Mineral Council is asking
for everyone to record GPS readings while on field trips
The data can also be used to help in our fight to keep our
collecting areas open.

February 18 , 2017 is the next fieldtrip to Walker Valley for
geodes and agate. As a reminder, the WSMC pays a special
one-time fee each year that allows Rockhounds to collect off
this area of state land. Otherwise, Rockhounds would have to
compensate the state for any finds. Because good material has
been harder to find at Walker Valley, it is suggested to accompany an experienced guide (like this fieldtrip) and usually has
proven to be productive. A US Forest Service Pass for your
vehicle is required. We will be parking in the pit. Keep in mind
that this is also a high use ATV and motocross club area, as we
share the land use permit with them, and often they will be
holding events in the collecting area.

Dues are due
Download the PDF or Word version from the WSMC
website in the Misc. Resources menu.

Old Business:
The recent Greenwater Access and Travel Plan was finalized
by the USFS and outlines all the roads that will no longer be
maintained for use. In the proposal, out of 280 miles of logging
roads, 168 miles were to be closed and many of them cutting
off access to popular collecting sites. Ed was happy to report
that he had submitted a comprehensive layout of maps marking

Please send the dues and form to Kathy Earnst
27871 Minkler Road
Sedro Woolley, WA 98284
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collection sites and the roads that led to them for consideration.
Six out of seven roads of Ed’s suggestions were chosen for
custodial care even extending the 3 1/2 mile road to George
Creek 1 more mile to the end.

China, the U.K. and Canada now have an idea of what type of
dinosaur it is, and of the evolutionary clues it holds. Their research was published Thursday in the journal Current Biology .

New Business:
Before a fieldtrip the road leading to the site is often cleared by
himself or others with chainsaws removing and digging out
falling trees & then prospecting the site so that the day of a
fieldtrip will go smoothly. Little Naches will need a lot of prospecting work.
Because road clearing is such a big help to the USFS, Ed volunteered the WSMC for road clearing to help us maintain definitive access to sites. Be prepared to attend work parties in
the near future to places like the red/black agate area in Greenwater.
Author, Lars Johnson, who wrote The Falcon Guide Rockhounding in Oregon had a book signing at NW Rockhounds
Headquarters & is currently working on a guide for Washington State. NW Rockhounds are offering classes and have new
lapidary equipment on the way in. Google NWRockhounds for
details.

They say that 99 million years ago, a baby dinosaur about the
size of a sparrow got stuck in tree resin and never made it out.
Had the young dinosaur had a more auspicious day, it would
have grown up to be a little smaller than an ostrich.

Next Meeting:
Westside on 2/21/2017. We will be voting on officers for the
March meeting in Ellensburg. Attendance at The Palace Café
in Ellensburg has been extremely low recently. We need to
bring up attendance to be able to hold our spot at the café. As
always, I invite everyone to attend and bring a friend.

The young coelurosaur, nicknamed “Eva,” is closely related to
iconic meat-eaters Tyrannosaurus rex and Velociraptor, which
chases the kids around the kitchen in Jurassic Park.
Continued at:
http://www.npr.org/sections/
thetwoway/2016/12/08/504547291/99-million-year-oldbabydinosaurs-tail-encased-in-amber-surfaces-in-Myanmar

Meeting adjourned 9:14 pm
Submitted by Vesta Bettinger, President

Via WSRC Petroglyphs, 01/17, via Rocky Trails 1/17

BABY DINOSAUR’S
99 MILLION-YEAR-OLD TAIL,
ENCASED IN AMBER

Collecting Responsibly
by Scott Peters, Esq.

Dec. 8, 2016, the two-way, breaking news from NPR

When we are out collecting, we have an obligation to fellow
fossil or mineral collectors, the general public and to ourselves
to practice conservation by collecting ethically and responsibly. The Merriam Webster dictionary defines a conservationist
as “someone who works to protect animals, plants, and natural
resources or to prevent the loss or waste of natural resources: a
person who is involved in conservation.”1

In 2015, Lida Xing was visiting a market in northern Myanmar
when a salesman brought out a piece of amber about the size of
a pink rubber eraser. Inside, he could see a couple of ancient
ants and a fuzzy brown tuft that the salesman said was a plant.
As soon as Xing saw it, he knew it wasn’t a plant. It was the
delicate, feathered tail of a tiny dinosaur.

One of the easiest things we can do to practice conservation is
to follow the guidelines that are established in the AFMS Code
of Ethics. The Code of Ethics has been published in the
FMLS News on numerous occasions but I wonder how many
of us have taken the time to actually read the Code let alone try
to implement all of it when we are out collecting? Most of the
Code consists of common sense items that if we practice, will
help us protect and preserve those collecting areas that are
near and dear to our hearts.

“I have studied paleontology for more than 10 years and have
been interested in dinosaurs for more than 30 years. But I never
expected we could find a dinosaur in amber.
This may be the coolest find in my life,” says Xing, a paleontologist at China University of Geosciences in Beijing. “The
feathers on the tail are so dense and regular, this is really wonderful.”

Let’s look at the first statement in the Code of Ethics, “I will
respect both private and public property and will do no
collecting on privately owned land without permission from
the owner.” Collectors must always obtain permission from

He persuaded the Dexu Institute of Paleontology to buy the
artifact.
After analyzing the delicate tail, Xing and his colleagues in
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the landowner before entering private property. You should
never trespass on public or private property in order to collect.
Failure to ask for permission is a valid cause for a complaint by
the landowner of unlawful entry (trespass). Criminal charges
and/or civil court actions could be costly and result in the cancellation of your collecting privileges on the subject land. You
do not have the right to take fossils and minerals from the person who owns them. The fact that the property owner does not
know they are there does not give you any special rights. Depending upon the value of the material you illegally collect,
you could be charged with a felony for the theft of the property.

By using our common sense and following the AFMS “Code
of Ethics” we will continue to preserve those collecting areas
that are near and dear to our hearts and may open up new areas
for ourselves and fellow collectors. Please remember to collect
responsibly.
(Endnotes)
1
“Conservationist” merriam-webster.com. Merriam Webster an
Encyclopedia Britannica Company, 2014, 24 November
2014.
via CSME Tumbler, 01/17, via The Franklin County Rockhounder, 1/15; from EFMLS Newsletter, 1/15

As a guest of the landowner, the collector should respect the
property, taking care not to damage fences, trample crops or
disturb or injure livestock. All gates must be left as they are
found. If you dig a hole remember to fill it in completely. If
the landowner gives you permission, you may want to mark the
spot you were digging to permit you to come back on a future
day to continue your exploration of the site. It is always a
good practice to leave the area in as good as or better condition
as you found it. Take all of your trash with you and if there is
any trash left at the area by others pick it up and dispose of it
properly. Take the time to note and report anything unusual or
of special interest, such as leaking water troughs, livestock on
roadways, gates that are closed and denying water to stock or
the presence of trespassers or poachers. This will strengthen
your relationship with the landowner and ensure that your presence on their property is providing an added benefit. This type
of feedback will most certainly result in an invitation to come
back again sometime.

History of birthstones
The first century Jewish historian Josephus believed there was
a connection between the twelve stones in Aaron's breastplate,
the twelve months of the year, and the twelve signs of the zodiac.[1]
Translations and interpretations of the passage in Exodus regarding the breastplate have varied widely, however, with Josephus himself giving two different lists for the twelve stones[2]
(Kunz argues that Josephus saw the breastplate of the Second
Temple, not the one described in Exodus).[3]
St. Jerome, referencing Josephus, said the Foundation Stones
of the New Jerusalem (Revelation 21:19–20) would be appropriate for Christians to use.[4]
In the eighth and ninth century, religious treaties associating a
particular stone with an apostle were written because the book
of Revelation stated "their name would be inscribed on the
Foundation Stones, and his virtue".[5] Practice became to keep
twelve stones and wear one a month.[6]

Remember to always ask permission before you go collecting.
Offer to share with the landowner any specimens you find.
Most landowners will let you keep the specimens. By offering
to share what you found with the landowner, you may peak
their interest in the earth sciences and may pave the way for
further collecting expeditions on their property. The friendships you make with landowners can last a lifetime and will
almost certainly be more valuable than anything you could
find. If the landowner refuses to give you permission to collect, do not enter their property. You may want to politely ask
him why he is refusing his permission to ascertain if there are
any concerns that you could address. If he still refuses to grant
you access, thank him for his time and move on to another collecting site.

Wearing a single birthstone is only a few centuries old, although modern authorities differ on dates Kunz places the custom in eighteenth century Poland, while the Gemological Institute of America starts it in Germany in the 1560s.[7]
Modern lists of birthstones have little to do with either the
breastplate or the Foundation Stones of Christianity. Tastes,
customs and confusing translations have distanced them from
their historical origins, with one author calling the 1912 Kansas list "nothing but a piece of unfounded salesmanship.[8]

Public Lands may be off limits to collecting. It is safe to assume you cannot collect unless you absolutely know it is legal
to collect at that site. Although the landowner you contact to
ask for permission on private property is likely to be a reasonable and friendly individual, the public servant you contact to
ask for permission on public land may be anything from suspicious to kind to condescending. Unlike the landowner who is
lord of his domain, the public servant must answer to a boss
and “NO” is a safer answer for him to give.

Via Stone Age News , 11/16, via excerpt from Wikipedia

Attention: All Newsletter Subscribers
If you, or someone you know should be receiving this newsletter
electronically and are not, please contact Bob Pattie or myself
(Glenn Morita).

If it is legal to collect on certain public land please make sure
that you follow any rules that have been established limiting
the collecting area, the collecting method or the number of
specimens that you may collect. Failure to follow the rules
may result in fines and the closure of the area to future collecting.

We are trying to keep our mailing list current and want to make
sure that everyone who wants an electronic version of the
newsletter gets one.
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2017 WSMC SPONSORED FIELD TRIPS (Draft)
The WA St. Mineral Council plans guided fieldtrips to collecting sites. Open to member clubs, and the general public. Most trips
are free. Included are the Pow Wow trips (must join to go on trips). Host clubs and contact persons will be set up as I gather info.
For updated info, go to mineralcouncil.wordpress.com or contact Ed Lehman at wsmced@hotmail.com or h ph# (425) 334-6282
Cell# (425) 760-2786. Pow Wow Dues are $7.50 each or &15 a family. They supply 3 free breakfast’s on trips (what a deal).
DATE

HOST

SITE

MEETING PLACE & TIME

MATERIAL

TOOLS

1/28/17

MSVL

Beaver Valley Quarry Beaver Valley. Info Booth 9:30am

Chert, Zeolites & Calcite

Hard rock tools

2/18/17

DARR

Walker Valley

Big Lake Store 9:00am

Geodes & Agates

Hard rock tools

3/11/17

MSVL

Cedar Ponds

Jack n Box E. end of Monroe 9:00

Jasper

Dig & Hard Rock

4/15/17

DARR

Racehorse Creek

IGA @ Nugent’s Corner 9/:00am

Fossils & Morell mushrooms Dig & Hard Rock

4/22-23 POW

Saddle Mt Mattawa W

Mattawa Lepricon Market 9:00am

Petrified Wood

5/13/17

ELB

Saddle Mt Mattawa W

Mattawa Lepricon Market 9:00am

Petrified Wood maybe Opal Dig & Hard Rock

6/??/??

SPOK

Still in the works. May be Ochoco’s out of Prineville Ore. More info later

Dig & Hard Rock

6/15-18/ Prineville, Ore. Pow Wow Collecting at Richardson’s and McDonalds Ranches ? Meet @ Fairground
6/22-25/ POW

Madras Ore Jefferson Co. Fair Ground Trips @ 8:00am

7/15/17

DARR

Sweetwater

Darrington Rock Show 11:00 @ Show Travertine

Dig & Hard Rock

8/5/17

MSVL

Lk. Wenatchee

Old Lk Wen Ranger Station 9:00am

Garnets, Talc & Actinolite

Dig & 1/4” screen

8/26-27 CASC

Greenwater

Enumclaw Ranger St. 9:00am

Agate, Jasper, Opal & Wood Dig & lite hard rock tools

9/9-10/17 POW

Red Top—Teanaway Teanaway @ mid.fk Camp 8:00am

Geodes, Agate, Jasper & Jade Dig & Hard Rock tools

9/16-17/ CASC

Little Naches

T-Eggs, WA Lily pad & Fossil Dig & lite hard rock tools

10/21/17 MSVL

Money Ck Skykomish Money Ck Campground 9:00

Picture Jasper maybe Ore

11/18/17 MSVL

Blanchard Hill

WA Dalmation stone & Chert Hard rock tools

Enumclaw Ranger Station 9:00am

I-5 Exit 240 Gas Mart 9:00am

Dig tools

ALWAYS contact host for updated info a week before trip !!!
HOST
CLUB
CONTACT INFO
MSVL = Marysville Rock Club Ed Lehman wsmced@hotmail.com h# (425) 334-6282 c# (425) 760-2786
DARR = Darrington Rock Club
“
“
“
“
“
“
“
:
SPOK = Spokane Rock Rollers Mike Shaw mikeshawmoose@yahoo.com (509) 251-1574 or (509) 244-8542
CASC = Cascade Rock Club Tony Johnson (253) 863-9238
POW = All Rockhounds Pow Wow Larry Vess vessel3755@gmail.com or (253)473-3908
ELB = Ellensburg Rock Club Steve Tomns Ph # (509) 607-1446
Keep updated on http://www.mineralcouncil.wordpress.com Land management changes, and roads close regularly. There is a
area on web page with tool category in pictures and names of tools.
Always have proper cloths and gear for conditions. Be prepared with safety, first aid, food and drink.
A week before trips I (Ed Lehman) will have a pdf file with map and info for that trip I can send you on request. I will do the same
for trip host.
Try to be at the meeting site 30 minutes before trip time for details and instructions with a full tank of gas.
There will be a display of rough and finished material for that trip. Some of the meeting sites are at eating places, join us for
breakfast. WSMC Wagonmasters map booklets will be for sale there, & at many rock shows. Use code of ethics, keep our lands
open to rockhounding.
If necessary, remind our public guardians they are our employees, and it’s our lands. Ed
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Local Area Shows for 2017
February 2017
11th 9am—5pm
12th 9am—4pm

Whidbey Island Gem Club

52nd Annual
Sweetheart
of Gems Show

February 2017
24th 9am – 5pm
25th 9am – 5pm
26th 9am – 5pm

Oregon Agate
and Mineral Society

OAMS Gem and Mineral Show

February 2017
25th 10am—6pm
26th 10am—5pm

Idaho Gem Club

Annual show
$4.00, under 12 free
w/adult

March 2017
4th 10am - 6pm
5th 10am - 5pm

Owyhee Gem & Mineral
Society

63rd Annual Rock
and Gem Show

March 2017
4th 10am - 6pm
5th 10am - 5pm

East KingCo Club

Annual Rock and Gem Show

March 2017
10th 9am - 5pm
11th 9am - 5pm
12th 10am - 5pm

Tualatin Valley Gem Club

59th
Annual Show
Admission $1.00 children 12 &
under free with adult

March 2017
11th 10am - 5pm
12th 10am - 4pm

Magic Valley Gem Club

66th Annual Show

Twin Falls County Fairgrounds
215 Fair Ave.
east of Filer on US Hwy. 30

March 2017
11th 10am - 6pm
12th 10am - 4pm

Northwest Montana
Rock Chucks

10th Annual Rock
and Mineral Show
$1, kids free

Flathead County Fairgrounds
Grandstand Bldg.
265 N. Meridian Rd
Kalispell, MT

Panorama Gem
and
Mineral Club

Annual Show

Colville Fairground
Colville Ag and Trade Center
317 West Astor, Colville WA

March 2017
18th 10am - 5pm
19th 10am - 5pm

North Seattle Lapidary
& Mineral Club

63rd Annual Rock and Gem
Show

Lake City Community Center
12531 28th Ave. NE, Seattle

March 2017
18th 9am - 6pm
19th 10am - 5pm

Hellgate Mineral Society

Gems Stones of Montana 23rd
Annual Gem, Mineral
and Fossil Show
$2, under 14 free w/adult

March 2017
24th 10am – 6pm
25th 10am – 6pm
26th 10am – 4pm

Rock Rollers Club
of Spokane

58th Annual Gem,
Jewelry and Mineral Show

March 2017
25th 10am - 6pm
26th 10am - 5pm

Mt. Baker Rock
& Gem Club

55th Annual
Rock and Gem Show

Bloedel-Donovan Park
2214 Electric Ave.
Bellingham WA

April 2017
1st 10am - 6pm
2nd 10am - 5pm

Sweet Home Rock
& Mineral Society

69th Annual
Rock & Mineral Show

Sweet Home HS Activity Gym
1641 Long St.
Sweet Home, OR

April 2017
7th 9am—6pm
8th 10am—6pm
9th 10am—4pm

Golden Spike Gem
and Mineral Society

66th Gemstone Junction

Golden Spike Event Center
Weber County Fairgrounds
1000 N 1200 W
Ogden, UT

April 2017
8th 10am - 6pm
9th 10am - 5pm

SE Idaho Gems &
Mineral Society
(SEIGMS)

Annual Rock and Gem Show
$2, 12 & under free/adult

March 2017
17th 8:30am—6pm
18th 9am—5pm
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Oak Harbor Senior Center
51 SE. Jerome Street
Oak Harbor, WA
OMSI
1945 SE Water Avenue
Portland OR 97214
Expo Idaho
5610 Glenwood
Boise ID 83714
O'Conner Field House
2200 Blaine
Caldwell, ID
Pickering Barn
1730 10th Ave NW
Issaquah, WA
Washington County FairPlex
873 NE 34th Ave.
Hillsboro, OR.

Hilton Garden Inn
2730 North Reserve St.
Missoula MT
Spokane County Fair & Expo Center
N.604 Havana
Spokane WA

Bannock County Fairgrounds
10588 Fairground Dr.
Pocatello ID 83201
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