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April 17, 2018
Westside Board Meeting
AGENDA
Opening of Meeting
Treasurer's Report
à Kathy Earnst
Committee Reports
à Wagonmaster -Ed Lehman
Old Business
New Business
Open Comments
Adjourn

March 31, 12018 Palace Café, Ellensburg
Meeting called to order by Vesta at 9:42am
Meeting attended by Vesta Bettinger – North Seattle, Ed Lehman – Darrington & Marysville, Gilbert Trujillo – Yakima,
Vickie Foster – Shelton Rock & Mineral Soc., Diane Myers –
Shelton Rock & Mineral Soc., Kathy Earnst – Marysville,
Jackie Pattie – CMS, Bob Pattie – CMS, Daull Walter – Yakima, Diana Horsfall- CMS, Ronna Watkins – NFMS & Yakima & MC, Aaron Wigant – SRR.

Meeting Calendar for 2018
West side board meetings:
1/16, 2/20, 4/17, 6/19, 8/21, 10/16

Treasurers Report: Kathy reported she is using a new format
that is easier for her to read. If you have any comments please
let her know. Dues for 2018 are now past due, if your club has
not paid please due so soon.

At 7:30PM at the
Maplewood Clubhouse
8802 196th St SW, Edmonds

Wagonmasters Report: Ed has announced this is his last year
he is retiring as Wagonmaster and from leading field trips after
50 years. He is looking for someone to step up and take over,
if you are interested please let Ed know. This job takes a lot of
work so more than one may be needed to get the job done.

General meetings :
3/31, 5/26, 9/29, 10/27
All general meetings will be held at:

Ed then gave an update on the Prospectors group meeting that
was held earlier this month. Ed talked about sites and gave
Maps to those that wanted them.

Palace Café
4th & Main
Ellensburg
Meeting @ 9:30 AM

There will be a prospector’s field trip on June 16th this is limited to 4 to 12 people, and they must be able to do some serious
hiking. If you are interested, please let Ed know as soon as
possible.

GPS Co-ordinates Needed

Ed also let us know that Bob O’Brian is not feeling well, we
wish him a swift recovery.

The WSMC needs the GPS co-ordinates of any and all of the
collecting sites in the state. In an effort to make the map
booklets as accurate as possible the Mineral Council is asking
for everyone to record GPS readings while on field trips
The data can also be used to help in our fight to keep our
collecting areas open.

It has been brought up again that the Presidents brief case is
missing, if you have been a past president please give a quick
look for that. Thank you.
If you are planning to attend the Federation Show, some of the
meetings are being held at the Best Western.
The new Addition of the Roadside Geology of Washington
book is out, and this is a very good reference book.

Dues are due

Bob reported that the federal government is working on the
Montana, Wyoming, and Idaho wilderness areas. There was a
study that was in place in the 70’s for the government to study
these wilderness areas and the state would like them released
for wilderness activities.

Download the PDF or Word version from the WSMC
website in the Misc. Resources menu.

Bob has also stated that he would like to retire from government monitoring and would like to train the next generation to
take over, if you are interested please let him know.

27871 Minkler Road
Sedro Woolley, WA 98284

Please send the dues and form to Kathy Earnst
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worth’s Gem Minerals of Idaho. That mentioned a discovery of aquamarine near Atlanta Idaho and a possible occurrence up Sheep Creek,
a tributary of the Middle Fork of the Boise River. I also ordered a
copy of Prospecting for Beryllium in Idaho ,Idaho, Bureau of Mines
and Geology Information Circular 7. I went down to Semantics which
was a mineral shop in Seattle. Casey had heard that they were finding
some cool stuff in the Sawtooth mountains. Lanny Ream’s name
came up in the conversation as an authority on the subject. I gave
Lanny a call and he was most helpful. The big choice was to come in
from the Stanley (east side) and hunt there or come in via Atlanta and
the Middle Fork Boise River trail. This last was a considerably longer
hike but was a known area to produce aquamarine and topaz over a
large area around Glens Peak as per the info circular. I decided on the
Middle Fork route mostly due to the adage that you find stuff where
stuff has been found before. The trail in looked a lot easier than most
Cascade hiking of similar length. The general consensus from collectors I talked to was that the tool required for this trip was only a long
handled screwdriver to clean the pockets. This is because the aquamarine is found in a pink granite of the Tertiary age Sawtooth Batholith.
This rock is host to miarolitic cavities as well as pegmatite pods of
varying sizes. For more information see Idaho Minerals by Lanny
Ream or the info circular. Prospecting involves searching rock exposures for cavities and using the screwdriver to pry out any crystals/
plates. For more information see Idaho Minerals by Lanny Ream. I
couldn’t bear to not bring my rock hammer and was later glad I did. I
enlisted my long time hiking buddy Barry (not a rockhound) by promising riches beyond his wildest dreams and some good fly fishing. We
decided to go in mid July or as soon as the snow was gone. We selected Spangle Lake as our base camp because it was near Glens Peak
which was identified as the center of an area of aquamarine concentrations. We decided we would make the trip in two days. We took our
traditional frozen steak and potatoes for our first night feast. We also
made sure we had plenty of snake bite medicine (Jack Daniels) in case
of any trouble or celebration. Finally the report from the ranger station
was that the trail was generally clear. We waited another week and
then we were off ! The trail was in good shape, the river was pretty

There was a discussion on townships and school lands, how do
you know where the school lands and what are they doing with
on those lands. This is just one of many areas that should be
monitored and reported.
Does anyone know where the display rocks for the East Side
are located, and who do we contact if we would like to use
them in a show?
New Business: Elections, we now have new officers for the
year. We are still looking for East Side Trustees, if you would
like to volunteer please let us know.
Due to the new president’s work schedule we changed the
dates for the Ellensburg meetings, the new dates are 5/26, 9/29,
10/27 so we will have less conflicts.
Dues are past due, please remit as soon as possible.
Election of officers: The slate of officers and trustees for
2018 are listed below.
submitted by Diana Horsfall, Secretary

Sawtooth Aquamarine Hunting
Trip 1

After seeing the aquamarine display at the SNRA headquarters on a
ski trip I was determined to mount an expedition which would no
doubt make me rich!. The first step in planning any prospecting trip is
to learn all you can about the area you are visiting and the deposit(s)
that contain the treasure. I started by checking my copy of John Beck-
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and not too high and the fish cooperative the first night. Per custom
we feasted on steak that night but they were so good for breakfast! As
we hit the trail in the morning we were passed by an older couple
and their grown daughter. We thought nothing of it but they will play
into this story later. The second day as we hiked up the rise directly to
the south of Little Spangle Lake we found our first sign of mineralization. This was an area with a lot of very small (<.5 inch) miarolitic
cavities (vugs). They were all lined with tiny smoky quartz crystals.
We did a quick reconnoiter with our packs still on but did not find any
larger cavities nor did we see any sign of any aquamarine. After three
trips experience I am sorry we did not prospect this area more extensively. There may have been zones with larger cavities. However we
were in a hurry to get to the “good stuff ”. We found a nice campsite
at the lake but the fish were not very cooperative with the flies we had
available and that persisted the whole trip. We ended up hiking to
other lakes for most of our fish. The next problem was the mosquitoes. Yikes they were thick and hungry! Our 100 percent DEET bug
lotion discouraged many but not enough. This was the first lesson.
Don’t come in early summer. My next two trips were the first week in
September and they were bug free. The good news was that the sunset
on the pink granite of the batholith on Glens Peak was completely
awesome and we had an ample supply of snakebite medicine which
helped make the skeeters more bearable. That night we plotted our
first day’s prospecting route which we decided would be a traverse of
the north face of Glens peak. The next morning, after a nice trout
breakfast, we began hiking Glen’s peak from the trail pass down to
Ardeth Lake. We climbed about 350—500 feet above the pass elevation for the traverse. Don’t hold me to that estimate it was a while ago.
There was a fairly large talus slope which we hoped would have a
relatively stable zone to traverse and sample the rocks from higher up
the mountain. We had not gone far before we found our first exposure
of aquamarine on the divide. In these mountains aquamarine sometimes forms joint fillings in the rock. When lying horizontally and
exposed by glaciation the aquamarine forms a sheet on the surface of
the rock. We picked up a chip or two but the sheet was completely
impervious to my rock hammer and screwdriver. A bit further up the
ridge we found another exposure. This one appeared to be more of a
mini-pegmatite because there were the ends of small pink feldspar
crystals visible in places in the blue. The “vein” was pretty vertical. I
decided I really needed a sample of that so I pounded with the pick
and levered with the screwdriver and finally managed to free a small
specimen displaying the pink and blue. It was obvious somebody had
been there before us because there was no float or chips lying loose.
We continued on our chosen route periodically finding small vugs
with very small smokey crystals of .5 inch or less. We found one larger one which had been cleaned. No sign of aquamarine crystals. Our
crossing of the talus slide was foolish and scary. We saw no trace of
aquamarine in the slide. There were not any sizable vugs either. We
elected to not make another traverse so we ate lunch and studied the
map. Barry went to relieve himself and next thing he is hollering come
over here. I wander over and he is standing next to a talus block about
15 feet high and 10 feet across. The pink granite has a 3 foot diameter
blue aquamarine sunburst on the side of it. It is totally stunning and
the aquamarine is deep blue. I cursed our decision to save weight by
leaving the camera at home. We spent over an hour hunting the vicinity for vugs with no luck. We worked our way down slope and eventually back to camp without finding anything but small crystals of
smokey. There were not many vugs in this area nor any more sign of
aquamarine. All in all it was an excellent day and surely the big strike
was just around the corner. The next day we decided to focus on trout
fishing so we hiked back down the trail to the series of lakes starting
with Little Spangle Lake and ending with Rockslide Lake. We elected
to fish on the generally SW side of the lakes. Little Spangle lake had
good fishing for 10-13 inch cuts. We way overspent our time budget
at Lake Ingeborg trying to catch the giant trout that were submarining
around in the depths. While Barry was madly switching flies I managed to find a clear .75 inch topaz crystal perched in the remains of a
cavity on a little bit of a ledge. In general this area did not have any
great concentration of cavities. We found more small smokey crystals
but in general we were still waiting for the big one. At Rock Slide lake

we caught and released a few fish but no big ones. We ran into a couple guys on horseback who said they had been fishing at Three Island
Lake. They said they had good luck with Cutt’s up to 23 inches long. I
have a gut feel about that area which is a drainage on the Northeast
side of Plummer Peak. If I went back I would really like to prospect
there and the area up towards Low Pass Lake which is directly above
the area I found the topaz. At any rate we hiked northwest of the trail
climbing most directly (as possible) back to base from Lake Ingeborg.
We found no vugs at all on this route. Our spirits were a bit down and
so we dosed ourselves liberally with snakebite medicine. We also
managed to get caught in a thunderstorm but we had a safe campsite
and the tent was dry. For our third day’s activity we decided to hike
back up to the pass to Ardeth Lake and prospect the other direction
from the first day. We went mostly to the north west of the pass. skirting below the talus slope. We did find a pegmatite lens exposed by
glaciation with large quartz crystals frozen in it. There was no sign of
any pockets and we didn’t have any decent tools to excavate the soil
around the pegmatite so we continued on our way. We managed to
work our way over to the unnamed high lake directly east of Ardeth
Lake. We found some cleaned out vugs after passing below the talus
slope to the east of the pass. We hunted all day and didn’t find a trace
of aquamarine. After this very disappointing day we decided to cut out
a day early and go over to Dismal Swamp and screen for topaz. That
will not be covered here. After breaking camp we hiked the 16 miles
or so back down to Atlanta. We arrived about 5 PM and went to the
local watering hole and ordered beer and steak and baked potatoes. It
was a simple but awesome meal. The bartender was kind enough to
give us directions to the hot springs which run out of a bank near town
and into the Boise River. We bought some beer to go and went over to
the hot springs, which we had to ourselves. The water was about 100
degrees and the pool constructed was about 3-4 feet deep. It was
great! We sat in the pool and decided that even though we weren't rich
we had had a great time. As it got dark and the stars came out the hot
water just melted us into puddles of bliss. After the side trip to Dismal
Swamp we went to Boise and stopped in a rock shop. I can’t exactly
remember the name but I think it was Stewart’s House of Gems. Low
and behold working in the shop was the man and his daughter we had
met on the trail. We told them we had been hunting gems and hadn’t
done very well. He went in the back and came out with three gemmy
aquamarine crystals. The largest was the size of my index finder and
the smallest was about an inch long and maybe .25 inches in diameters. We asked where they were hunting and they said the Camp Lake
area which was on the other side of Glens peak from our camp. That
was all I needed I swore I would be back next year when I had more
vacation and this time I would be rich!!!
Mike McWilliams
from Stone Age News, 04/18

Attention: All Newsletter Subscribers
If you, or someone you know should be receiving this newsletter
electronically and are not, please contact Bob Pattie or myself
(Glenn Morita).
We are trying to keep our mailing list current and want to make
sure that everyone who wants an electronic version of the
newsletter gets one.
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2018 WSMC SPONSORED FIELD TRIPS (Draft)
The WA St. Mineral Council plans guided fieldtrips to collecting sites. Open to member clubs, and the general public. Most trips are
free. Included are the Pow Wow trips (must join to go on trips). Host clubs and contact persons will be set up as I gather info. For updated info, go to mineralcouncil.wordpress.com or contact Ed Lehman at wsmced@hotmail.com or h ph# (425) 334-6282
Cell# (425) 760-2786. Pow Wow Dues are $7.50 each or &15 a family. They supply 3 free breakfast’s on trips (what a deal).

Date

Host Site

Meeting place and time

Material

Tools

1/13/2018

MSVL Beaver Valley Quarry

Beaver Valley Info Booth 9:30am

Chert, Zeolites & Calcite

Hard rock tools

2/17/2018

DARR Walker Valley

Big Lake Store 9:00am

Geodes & Agates

Hard rock tools

3/17/2018

MSVL Baker Lake

Forest Service 9:00 Sedro-Woolley

Jasper, Agate, Jade, T-Egg ?

Dig & Hard Rock

4/14/2018

DARR Racehorse Creek

Hwy 542 @ Round About, 10 miles from Fossils & Morell mushrooms Dig & Hard Rock

4/21/2022

I-5 9:00
POW Saddle Mt Mattawa W Boat Launch 8:00

Petrified Wood

5/12/2018

DARR Marblemount

Grocery right before 20 bend & bridge

Talc, Chrysoprase, Garnierite Saw & Hard Rock

6/9/2018

MSVL Wynoochee River

Montesano 1st Gas & Motel 9:00

Orbicular Jasper

Rock Hammer,
waders

6/17/2018

MSVL Saddle Mt Mattawa

W Mattawa Lepricon Market 9:00am

Petrified Wood maybe Opal

Dig &Hard Rock

6/21/2024

POW Madras Ore

Jefferson Co. Fair Ground Trips @ 8:00

Agate, Jasper, T-Eggs, Wood Dig & Hard Rock

7/14/2018

DARR Taylor River

Kens Truck Stop I-90 9:00

7/22/2023

SPOK Crystal Park Montana

Call Mike Shaw for info

Quartz crystals, Concretions Rock Hammer,
waders
Quartz Crystals
Dig & Lite Rock

8/4/2018

DARR Sweetwater

Darrington Rock Show 11:00

Travertine, Sauk R Bars

8/11/2017

MSVL Lake Wenatchee

Old Lake Wenatchee Ranger Station 9:00 Garnets, Talc & Actinolite

08/18&19

NOA Greenwater

09/8 & 9

POW Red Top—Teanaway

Dig & 1/4”
screen
Enumclaw Ranger St. 9:00am
Agate, Jasper, Opal & Wood Dig & lite hard
rock
Teanaway @ Middle Fork Camp 8:00am Geodes, Agate, Jasper & Jade Dig & Hard Rock

9/15/2018

NOA Little Naches

Enumclaw Ranger Station 9:00am

T-Eggs, WA Lily pad & Fossil

10/20/2018

MSVL Money Creek, Sky-

Money Creek Campground 9:00

Picture Jasper maybe ore

11/17/2018

DARR Blanchard Hill

I-5 Exit 240 Gas Mart 9:00am

WA Dalmation stone & Chert Hard rock tools

Dig & Hard Rock

Dig & Hard Rock

Dig & lite Hard
rock
Dig & Hard Rock

100 % of map booklet sales goes to Walker Vly lease, insurance for access to private property and general operation of WSMC

Please wait for guide before going off collecting, and obey their rules. They are familiar with managers needs. We will get you a
good area at site.

ALWAYS contact host for updated info a week before trip !!!

HOST
CLUB
CONTACT INFO
MSVL = Marysville Rock Club Ed Lehman wsmced@hotmail.com h# (425) 334-6282 c# (425) 760-2786
DARR = Darrington Rock Club
“
“
“
“
“
“
“
:
SPOK = Spokane Rock Rollers Mike Shaw mikeshawmoose@yahoo.com (509) 251-1574 or (509) 244-8542
NOA = Northwest Opal Tony Johnson (253) 863-9238
POW = All Rockhounds Pow Wow Larry Vess vessel3755@gmail.com or (253)473-3908
Keep updated on http://www.mineralcouncil.wordpress.com Land management changes, and roads close regularly. There is a
area on web page with tool category in pictures and names of tools.
Always have proper cloths and gear for conditions. Be prepared with safety, first aid, food and drink.
A week before trips I (Ed Lehman) will have a pdf file with map and info for that trip I can send you on request. I will do the
same for trip host.
Try to be at the meeting site 30 minutes before trip time for details and instructions with a full tank of gas.
Use code of ethics, keep our lands open to rockhounding.
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Local Area Shows for 2018
April 2018
13th 9am - 6pm
14th 9am - 6pm
15th 10am - 4:30pm

Willamette Agate
& Mineral Society

64th Annual
Rock and Gem show
$2, 11 & under free/adult

April 2018
14th 9am - 5pm
15th 10am - 5pm

Maplewood Rock and Gem
Club

April Sale

April 2018
21st 10am - 5pm
22nd 10am - 4pm

Lakeside Gem &
Mineral Club

Annual
Rock & Mineral Show
$5 adults, 12 & under free

April 2018
21st 10am - 6pm
22nd 10am - 5pm

Idaho Falls Gem
& Mineral Society

54th Annual
Show

April 2018
27th 10am - 6pm
28th 10am - 6pm
29th 10am—4pm

Yakima Rock &
Mineral Club

80th NWFMS
Show and Convention
Adults—$4
Students—$2.00

Grays Harbor Geology and
Gem Society

50th Annual Earth
Treasures
Rock Show

April 2018
27th 10am - 6pm
28th 10am - 6pm
29th 10am—4pm

Yakima Rock &
Mineral Club

80th NWFMS
Show and Convention
Adults—$4
Students—$2.00

April 2018
28th 10am - 5pm
29th 10am - 5pm

West Seattle Rock Club

51st Annual
Rock Show

May 2018
5th 9am—5pm
6th 10am—4pm

Umpqua Gem & Mineral
Club

Carnival of Rocks
48th Annual Show

Douglas County Fairgrounds
I-5 Exit 123
Roseburg, OR

May 2018
5th 10am—6pm
6th 10am—5pm

Everett Rock and Gem Club

65th Annual show

Everett Community College
Walt Price Student Fitness Center
2206 Tower Street, Everett WA

May 2018
12th 10am - 6pm
13th 10am - 4pm

Bozeman Gem
& Mineral Club

May 2018
12th 10am - 5pm
13th 10am - 5pm

Hatrockhounds Gem
& Mineral Society

$3
12 and under free

Eastern Oregon Trade & Event Center 1705 East Airport Road
Hermiston OR

May 2018
19th 10am - 6pm
20th 10am - 4pm

Bitterroot Gem
and Mineral Society

80th Annual Gem
and Mineral show

Ravalli County Fairground
100 Old Corvallis Road
Hamilton, MT

June 2018
2nd 9am—5pm
3rd 10am—4pm

North Idaho Mineral Club

Annual Show
$3 adults, 12 & under free w/
Adult

June 2018
1st 10pm—5pm
2nd 10am—5pm
3rd 10am—5pm

Puyallup Valley Gem &
Mineral Club

Annual show
“Got Rocks Again”

June 2018
9th 10am—5pm
10th 10am—5pm

Butte Mineral
and Gem Club

Annual Show
$3 adults, 12 & under free w/
Adult

April 2018
28th 10am - 5pm
29th 10am - 4:30pm

Polk County Fairgrounds
520 S. Pacific Hwy
Rickreall, OR
Maplewood Rock and Gem Clubhouse
8802 196th ST SW
Edmonds WA
Benton Franklin County Fairgrounds
1500 S. Oak
Kennewick, WA

Idaho Falls Recreation Center
B Street
Idaho Falls, ID
Central Washington State Fair Ground
Modern Living Building
1301 South Fair Avenue
Yakima ,WA 98901
Grays Harbor Fair Grounds
43 Elma-McCleary Road
Elma, WA
Central Washington State Fair Ground
Modern Living Building
1301 South Fair Avenue
Yakima ,WA 98901
Alki Masonic Temple
4736 40th Ave. SW.
Seattle, WA

Annual Rock Show
Gallatin County Fair Grounds
$3 adults, 12 & under free w/adult 901 N. Black, Bldg. #1
Bozeman, MT
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Kootenai County Fairgrounds
4056 North Government Way
Coeur d’Alene ID
Swiss Park
9205 198th Ave. E.
Puyallup, WA
Butte Civic Center Annex
1340 Harrison Avenue
Butte MT
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Westside Board Meeting
April 17, 2018
7:30 PM
Maplewood Clubhouse
8802 196th St SW
Edmonds
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