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May 20, 2017
Combined Board Meeting
AGENDA
Pres. Opening of Meeting
Treasurer's Report
à Kathy Earnst
Committee Reports
à Wagonmaster
Old Business
New Business
Election of Officers
Open Comments
Adjourn

Vesta was unable to attend as she is out of state with a family
emergency, Ed Lehman called the meeting to order at 7:50.
The last newsletter had the meeting place for the next Pow
Wow field trip to Saddle Mountain, should read “meet at the
boat launch”.
Kathy gave the Treasurers report.
Ed is going to deliver proof of insurance request letter that
DNR requested to our insurance company.

Meeting Calendar for 2017

Old Business:
We need to vote on a slate of candidates for the election at the
next regular meeting, so far we have the following names to
update the officers and the council representatives: Christopher Bechard should move up to be listed as President, Cheston
Perry is no longer going to be involved so he will not be moving up to VP, we are going to be asking if Vesta Bettinger
would again be willing to serve as an officer. If not, we will
need a VP from the West side and a 2nd VP from the East side.
East side trustees Aaron Wigant and Jim Landon, their terms
are ending and will be asked if they are will to do 3 more years,
if not is there anyone willing to take their place, also is Dale
Geer still interested in continuing due to health issues. We will
need at least one person to fill the East side. West side is looking for a trustee; Glenn Morita and Ed Lehman agreed to three
more years, we have replaced Gordon Lyons, with Diane Korf
from the Maplewood club. Lanny Kittleson and Bob Pattie will
be going to complete this year, if so we only need one more for
the west side. If anyone is willing to fill these spots please let
us know.

West side board meetings:
1/17, 2/21, 4/18, 6/20, 8/15, 10/17

Wagonmaster:
Ed gave a report on field trips, turn out has been good so far
this year with 20 to 30 participants in each trip.

The WSMC needs the GPS co-ordinates of any and all of the
collecting sites in the state. In an effort to make the map
booklets as accurate as possible the Mineral Council is asking
for everyone to record GPS readings while on field trips
The data can also be used to help in our fight to keep our
collecting areas open.

At 7:30PM at the
Maplewood Clubhouse
8802 196th St SW, Edmonds
General meetings :
3/18, 5/20, 9/23, 11/04
All general meetings will be held at:
Palace Café
4th & Main
Ellensburg
Meeting @ 9:30 AM

GPS Co-ordinates Needed

The last field trip to Racehorse Creek had good turnout and lots
of Palm leaves and other leaf fossils were collected.
The next field trip is to Saddle Mountain for petrified wood
and possibly opal, this is a WSMC trip. Meet at the Mattawa
Lepricon Market at 9:00. Contact Ed if you are attending and
he will email you a PDF file with all the information needed,
along with pictures of what we are collecting.

Dues are due

Ed has new first aid equipment that he will be bringing to all
field trip.

Download the PDF or Word version from the WSMC
website in the Misc. Resources menu.

Note if you are attending the Pow Wow be sure to pay the Pow
Wow dues.

Please send the dues and form to Kathy Earnst

Ed was been given the Key (DNR) to the gate’s from security.
He also reminded us that the Discovery Card is needed for any

27871 Minkler Road
Sedro Woolley, WA 98284
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state site.

We went up the first ravine from our camp and found very nice
purple jasper agate and nice brachiated jasper agate. We were
very pleased with what we found.

New Business:
The report is finished on the Greenwater Management for road
closures, Ed is happy with what the final is, it was stated that it
could be up to 10 years before the changes are made.

The next day someone said the road from Nothing was open.
Last year the only way was by quads, the other couples had
rented vans. One couple had a four-wheel drive. Gary and his
wife Valeri had to leave to meet up with friend in Globe. Two
other couples took the four wheel van and followed us to the
road from Nothing. We wanted to get back to our favorite spot
for the purple agate. After driving for about 5 minutes we
looked back and they were not behind us. They had stopped
at the creek to see where we had camped the night before. They
spotted their friends who were supposed to be gone. Their battery had died in their van. You can’t leave a fellow rockhounder stranded so we had to come up with some thinking as how to
help them.

The Forest Service Geologist has requested a list of collecting
sites with GPS locations. We are still working on getting GPS
for as many of our collecting sites. We also need to verify the
GPS is actually our collecting location. Many of our sites on a
variety of land ownership, such as, Federal land, state land,
private land (logging companies, other companies, private
owners, etc.). We also need to verify that the sites if available
for safety issues after the harsh winter we have had, (road conditions, landslides, etc.).
Bob reported about legislation that was on last week’s agenda.
His biggest concern is the federal government making a new
National Heritage area (Mountain to Sound Greenway). Bob is
concerned if the federal government gives this land to the state
or a nonprofit to control, that our collection sites on the I-90
corridor could be restricted if not taken away. This is House
bill #1791 and Senate bill #713, if you want to look this up and
read the entire document. Bob is questioning if this really
qualifies as National Heritage Area, the land that is currently
included in Heritage land are sites like Gettysburg, the Indian
Migration Trail, etc. we need to continue to monitor the status
of this bill.

Art mentioned a zip line as Gordy had a long rope. The other
couple had jumper cables. Gordy had a small battery as the
other couple couldn’t get the battery out of their van. Art
climbed up the tree as he was the youngest and most agile. It
was only brush not big trees. We did the cables first to see if it
would work. After they were successful we put the battery in a
canvas rock bag and put that across.
After a while we heard the car honk so we knew it started.
Now to get the battery back was a concern. Gary was older and
bigger and the trees were not big enough to hold him. Kwan
decided to wade across holding the line to the other side and
safely waded across. She put the battery in the bag and brought
it back. The water came to the bottom of her shorts. Everything
was a success.

There was a discussion about how to increase attendance at the
meetings in Ellensburg. Adding a field trip for the attendees
might be a possibility. Other ideas are being solicited.
The board also discussed whether to keep four meetings in
Ellensburg or reduce it to three. The topic was tabled for a
future meeting in Ellensburg.

We finally arrived at our favorite jasper agate site. We all
found lots of purple agate with plume. There is lots of different
colors to choose from also. We saw lots of Burros and the
weather was perfect for collecting.

Meeting was adjourned at 9:00.
submitted by
Diana Horsfall, Secretary

After everyone had their fill of jasper, one couple had to go
home to get ready for their trip to Australia. Art and Kwan and
Gordy and I were the only ones left on the trip so decided to go
to Brenda Az. For patriotic jasper and plume agate. The agate
was pretty much dug out, but did get the jasper.

OUR ROCKHOUND ADVENTURE
By Gordy and Millie Lyons

Gordy went to the chrysocolla site and dug a small bag of it.
We have been snowbirds in Arizona for the last few years
bringing home lots of or finds to cut and share with our friends.

Art and Kwan had to leave for home in Alaska so we decide to
go to Tucson to see Terry and Char, George and Dottie and
Kathy Earnst. We took Kathy up to Mt. Lemmon to look for
Trilobites. Did find some small fossils.

This year we had a late start due to medical reasons.
We canceled our reservations at Quartzsite and went directly to
Burro Creek and met up with three couples from the Matsu
Rock and Gem Rock Club from Wasilla Alaska.

After about 4 days we went to Bloody Basin to dig purple
sagenite. We didn’t go in by our route last year from 269 but
up from Cave Creek. We took the quad to the hill referred to
the coolie hat. We picked up a few pieces and planned on going back the next day, that night a storm blew in. The creeks
were overflowing and you could hear the boulders washed
downstream. We took the quad and found we were stranded.
The waters were too high to get the truck out. We always park
on a high spot and had lots of food and fuel. We decided to
look elsewhere for rock. On a knoll, we found a nice plume

We went to the Burro Creek Crossing road and went down
about 14 miles to camp. We had hoped to be able to cross suicide crossing in the morning. We found the rains were so bad
that no one could cross. The road around that meets up with the
creek is 14 miles further on state route93. It starts at Nothing
(which is an abandoned rock shop from many years ago). Total
mileage is 40 miles around.
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agate.

indigenous population in the area, the Goolarabooloo people,
to reach out to paleontologists to inspect what they’d long believed were dinosaur tracks in their communities, according to
researchers. The Goolarabooloo people are known to be the
long-time custodians of the remote region.

After 3 days, a game and fish officer came by and told us the
road was now clear.
We took the quad and had to cross tangle creeks tributaries 4
times, it was still high, found our favorite hill and started
searching. We did find a deep purple sagenite and a lavender
jasper agate. Gordy and I had a great time but the crates were
full and time to head for home.

“We needed the world to see what was at stake,” Goolarabooloo Law Boss Phillip Roe explained in a statement. In one
of the photos released by the research team, another Goolarabooloo elder, Richard Hunter, is shown lying down next to a
sauropod footprint nearly as long as he is tall.

from Stone Age News 04/17

Dinosaur footprint may be largest
ever discovered

By Shanika Gunaratna CBS News March 28, 2017, 4:39 PM
Researchers may have uncovered the largest dinosaur footprints ever found, measuring in at five feet, nine inches long
and etched into the Earth millions of years ago by massive four
-legged sauropod dinosaurs.
The footprints were discovered as part of a five-year excavation along a 16-mile stretch of coastline in Western Australia.
Paleontologists say they’ve found between 11 and 21 distinct
types of dinosaur tracks belonging to a wide range of prehistoric creatures: long-necked herbivorous (plant-eating) sauropods,
two-legged herbivorous ornithopods, and armored dinosaurs.

Paleontologists, joining forces from the University of Queensland’s School of Biological Sciences and James Cook University’s School of Earth and Environmental Sciences, worked
from 2011 to 2016 to excavate the area. The political context
made the project “particularly intense,” Dr. Salisbury said.
Researchers breathed a sigh of relief in the middle of their
work in 2013, when the area was granted National Heritage
status and plans for the gas project collapsed.
Now, sharing his team’s findings with the world for the first
time, Dr. Salisbury calls the area the “Cretaceous equivalent of
the Serengeti” — the wildlife park teeming with animals in
Africa.

Found in rocks dating back 127 million to 140 million years on
Australia’s Dampier Peninsula, the footprints collectively represent “the most diverse assemblage of dinosaur tracks in the
world,” researchers said. They published their findings in the
Journal of Vertebrate Paleontology.

The newly discovered footprints are believed to be
“considerably” older than most dinosaur footprints found on
the Australian continent, which date back between 90 and 115
million years old — making this the first evidence of dinosaurs
from the first half of the Early Cretaceous Period in Australia,
researchers said.

“It’s such a magical place — Australia’s own Jurassic Park, in
a spectacular wilderness setting,” lead author Dr. Steve Salisbury said in a statement.

from Hard Rock News 04/17

Attention: All Newsletter Subscribers

The story of the discovery is almost as interesting as the discovery itself, and speaks to the high-stakes nature of paleontology in an era of rapid environmental transformation and land
development.

If you, or someone you know should be receiving this newsletter
electronically and are not, please contact Bob Pattie or myself
(Glenn Morita).
We are trying to keep our mailing list current and want to make
sure that everyone who wants an electronic version of the
newsletter gets one.

The path to discovery traces back to 2008, when the Australian
government selected the area of Walmadany as the site for a
$40 billion liquid gas processing facility. That prompted the
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2017 WSMC SPONSORED FIELD TRIPS (Draft)
The WA St. Mineral Council plans guided fieldtrips to collecting sites. Open to member clubs, and the general public. Most trips
are free. Included are the Pow Wow trips (must join to go on trips). Host clubs and contact persons will be set up as I gather info.
For updated info, go to mineralcouncil.wordpress.com or contact Ed Lehman at wsmced@hotmail.com or h ph# (425) 334-6282
Cell# (425) 760-2786. Pow Wow Dues are $7.50 each or &15 a family. They supply 3 free breakfast’s on trips (what a deal).
DATE

HOST

SITE

MEETING PLACE & TIME

MATERIAL

TOOLS

1/28/17

MSVL

Beaver Valley Quarry Beaver Valley. Info Booth 9:30am

Chert, Zeolites & Calcite

Hard rock tools

2/18/17

DARR

Walker Valley

Big Lake Store 9:00am

Geodes & Agates

Hard rock tools

3/11/17

MSVL

Cedar Ponds

Jack n Box E. end of Monroe 9:00

Jasper

Dig & Hard Rock

4/15/17

DARR

Racehorse Creek

IGA @ Nugent’s Corner 9/:00am

Fossils & Morell mushrooms Dig & Hard Rock

4/22-23 POW

Saddle Mt Mattawa W

Mattawa Lepricon Market 9:00am

Petrified Wood

5/13/17

Saddle Mt Mattawa W

Mattawa Lepricon Market 9:00am

Petrified Wood maybe Opal Dig & Hard Rock

ELB

Dig & Hard Rock

6/15-18/ Prineville, Ore. Pow Wow Collecting at Richardson’s and McDonalds Ranches ? Meet @ Fairground
6/22-25/ POW

Madras Ore Jefferson Co. Fair Ground Trips @ 8:00am

7/15/17

DARR

Sweetwater

Darrington Rock Show 11:00 @ Show Travertine

Dig & Hard Rock

8/5/17

MSVL

Lk. Wenatchee

Old Lk Wen Ranger Station 9:00am

Dig & 1/4” screen

8/26-27 NOA

Greenwater

Enumclaw Ranger St. 9:00am

Garnets, Talc & Actinolite

Agate, Jasper, Opal & Wood Dig & lite hard rock tools

9/9-10/17 POW

Red Top—Teanaway Teanaway @ mid.fk Camp 8:00am

Geodes, Agate, Jasper & Jade Dig & Hard Rock tools

9/16-17/ CASC

Little Naches

T-Eggs, WA Lily pad & Fossil Dig & lite hard rock tools

10/21/17 MSVL

Money Ck Skykomish Money Ck Campground 9:00

Picture Jasper maybe Ore

11/18/17 MSVL

Blanchard Hill

WA Dalmation stone & Chert Hard rock tools

Enumclaw Ranger Station 9:00am

I-5 Exit 240 Gas Mart 9:00am

Dig tools

ALWAYS contact host for updated info a week before trip !!!
HOST
CLUB
CONTACT INFO
MSVL = Marysville Rock Club Ed Lehman wsmced@hotmail.com h# (425) 334-6282 c# (425) 760-2786
DARR = Darrington Rock Club
“
“
“
“
“
“
“
:
SPOK = Spokane Rock Rollers Mike Shaw mikeshawmoose@yahoo.com (509) 251-1574 or (509) 244-8542
CASC = Cascade Rock Club Tony Johnson (253) 863-9238
POW = All Rockhounds Pow Wow Larry Vess vessel3755@gmail.com or (253)473-3908
ELB = Ellensburg Rock Club Steve Tomns Ph # (509) 607-1446
NOA =

Northwest Opal Association Tony Johnson— (253) 863-9238

Keep updated on http://www.mineralcouncil.wordpress.com Land management changes, and roads close regularly. There is a
area on web page with tool category in pictures and names of tools.
Always have proper cloths and gear for conditions. Be prepared with safety, first aid, food and drink.
A week before trips I (Ed Lehman) will have a pdf file with map and info for that trip I can send you on request. I will do the same
for trip host.
Try to be at the meeting site 30 minutes before trip time for details and instructions with a full tank of gas.
There will be a display of rough and finished material for that trip. Some of the meeting sites are at eating places, join us for
breakfast. WSMC Wagonmasters map booklets will be for sale there, & at many rock shows. Use code of ethics, keep our lands
open to rockhounding.
If necessary, remind our public guardians they are our employees, and it’s our lands. Ed
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Local Area Shows for 2017
May 2017
6th 9am—5pm
7th 10am—4pm

Umpqua Gem & Mineral
Club

Carnival of Rocks
47th Annual Show

Douglas County Fairgrounds
I-5 Exit 123
Roseburg, OR

May 2017
6th 10am—6pm
7th 10am—5pm

Everett Rock and Gem
Club

64th Annual show

Everett Community College
Walt Price Student Fitness Center
2206 Tower Street, Everett WA

May 2017
6th 10am—5pm
7th 10am—4pm

Billings Gem
and Mineral Show

Annual Show
Adults $3
Children under 12 free

Al Bedoo Shrine Auditorium
1125 Broadwater Avenue
Billings MT

May 2017
13th 10am - 5pm
14th 10am - 4pm

Hatrockhounds Gem
& Mineral Society

$3
12 and under free

Hermiston Conference Center
415 S. Hwy. 395
Hermiston, OR

May 2017
13th 10am - 5pm
14th 10am - 4pm

Bozeman Gem
& Mineral Club

Annual Rock Show
$3 adults, 12 & under free w/
adult

Gallatin County Fair Grounds
901 N. Black, Bldg. #1
Bozeman, MT

May 2017
19th 10am - 6pm
20th 10am - 6pm
21st 10am—4pm

Bitterroot Gem
and Mineral Society

79th Annual Gem
and Mineral show
And
NFMS show

May 2017
20th 10am - 6pm
21st 10am - 6pm
May 2017
27th 10am—6pm
28th 10am—4:30pm

11th Annual
Seattle Mineral Market

Ravalli County Fairground
First Interstate Center
100 Old Corvallis Road
Hamilton, MT

Lake City Community Center
12531 28th Ave NE
Seattle, Washington

Oregon Coast Agate Club 54th Annual “Rockin the Coast” National Guard Armory
541 SW Coast Hwy
$2 adults, 12 & under free
Hwy 101
w/Adult
Newport OR 97365

June 2017
2nd 10pm—5pm
3rd 10am—5pm
4th 10am—5pm

Puyallup Valley Gem &
Mineral Club

Annual show

June 2017
3rd 9am—5pm
4th 10am—4pm

North Idaho Mineral Club

Annual Show
$3 adults, 12 & under free w/
Adult

Kootenai County Fairgrounds
4056 North Government Way
Coeur d’Alene ID

June 2017
10th 10am—5pm
11th 10am—5pm

Butte Mineral
and Gem Club

Annual Show
$3 adults, 12 & under free w/
Adult

Butte Civic Center Annex
1340 Harrison Avenue
Butte MT

June 2017
16th 10am—5pm
17th 10am—5pm
18th 10am—4pm

Lower Umpqua Gem
&
Lapidary Society

Treasures from the Earth Rock
and Gem Show

Reedsport Community Building
415 Winchester Avenue
Reedsport OR

July 2017
15th 10am—5pm
16th 10am—5pm

Darrington
Rock & Gem Club

Rock and Gem Show and Sale

Manford Grange
1265 Railroad Avenue
Darrington, WA, (behind IGA)

July 2017
21st 9am—6pm
22nd 9am—6pm
23rd 9am—5pm

Washington Agate
and
Mineral Society

Rock and Gem show
during
Tenino Oregon Trail Days

August 2017
4th 10pm—5pm
5th 10am—5pm
6th 10am—4pm

Far West Lapidary & Gem
Society

55th Annual Gem
and Mineral Show
$1 adults, 12 & under
free w/Adult
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Combined Board Meeting
May 20, 2017
9:30 AM

Palace Café
4th & Main
Ellensburg
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