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June 20, 2017
Westside Board Meeting
AGENDA
Opening of Meeting
Treasurer's Report
à Kathy Earnst
Committee Reports
à Wagonmaster -Ed Lehman
Old Business
New Business
Open Comments
Adjourn

May 20,2017
Meeting was called to order by Bob Pattie at 9:42am
Treasurers report
Kathy handed out printed treasures reports and stated she got
the bill from DNR Friday and will be paying that next week.
The question was asked if our Liability insurance was paid and
the answer was yes. Some of the clubs are having trouble finding affordable Liability insurance, Ed Lehman found the insurance that we have, it is through Liberty Mutual and it is Commercial Liability, if you need more information about this just
drop him an email and he will get you the information.

Meeting Calendar for 2017
West side board meetings:
1/17, 2/21, 4/18, 6/20, 8/15, 10/17
At 7:30PM at the
Maplewood Clubhouse
8802 196th St SW, Edmonds

Wagon Master report
Ed reported that being on the internet has increased the numbers of attendee’s to the field trips, the average number of attendee’s is between 25-40 each trip. June field trip is the PowWow in Madres, the field trip with the Spokane club in Prineville has been cancelled. The next field trip Ed will be leading
is in July.

General meetings :
3/18, 5/20, 9/23, 11/04
All general meetings will be held at:

New Business
We have been contacted by a local newspaper about rockhounding, Ed will be talking to them and giving them a trip
schedule.

Palace Café
4th & Main
Ellensburg
Meeting @ 9:30 AM

Mountain to Sound Proposed Legislation, Bob gave a report
stating that the current estimate is that it has a 1% chance of
passing at this time. We will keep track of the progress on
this. He talked about the Heritage Area part of the bill and we
discussed what this could have on rockhounding in this area.
Bob is trying to set up a meeting with Doug, an Executive for
Mountain to Sound organization to discuss this further.

GPS Co-ordinates Needed
The WSMC needs the GPS co-ordinates of any and all of the
collecting sites in the state. In an effort to make the map
booklets as accurate as possible the Mineral Council is asking
for everyone to record GPS readings while on field trips
The data can also be used to help in our fight to keep our
collecting areas open.

Ed attended the Grizzly Bear meeting. On the maps for the
area’s that the grizzly’s will be released they are going to close
the roads, but the question is if the roads are closed for 5 years
then the government may state they never existed. The question is how long will it take to get the grizzly bears reintroduced to the area.
We had a discussion on who (what departments) do we need to
talk to so that rock hounding is allowed. Ed has had the Fisheries come and ask him to leave an area because they were by a
stream. Do we need to talk with all department or just a few,
some we talked about, DNR, BLM, Fisheries, Forestry? We
will discuss again at the next meeting.

Dues are due
Download the PDF or Word version from the WSMC
website in the Misc. Resources menu.
Please send the dues and form to Kathy Earnst

In attendance this meeting we had, Diane Myers – Shelton
club, Annette Broghton – Darrington club, Bob O’Brian – Darrington club, Kathy Earnst – Marysville Club, Diana Horsfall –
CMS, Andrew Grove - Ellensburg club, Dave Mastin – El-

27871 Minkler Road
Sedro Woolley, WA 98284
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lensburg club, Ed Lehman – Darrington and Marysville clubs,
Bob Pattie – CMS, Jackie Pattie – CMS, Vickie Foster – Shelton club.

Agate is a variety of chalcedony characterized by either transparency or color patterns, such as multicolored curved or angular banding. Opaque varieties are sometimes referred to as jasper. Fire Agate shows iridescent phenomena on a brown background; iris agate shows exceptional iridescence when light
(especially pinpointed light) is shone through the stone. Landscape agate is chalcedony with a number of different mineral
impurities making the stone resemble landscapes.

Nominating Committee
We need to get officers for the year but were unable to do elections as not enough east side members attended.
Need to fill positions for the east side are:
President, 2nd Vice President
Trustees we need 6, we need to get 3 more. Currently we have
Dale Geer (15-16-17), Steve Townsend (16-17-18), and Dave
Mastin (16-17-18).

Carnelian (also spelled cornelian) is a clear-totranslucent reddish-brown
variety of chalcedony. Its
hue may vary from a pale
orange, to an intense almost
-black coloration. Similar to
carnelian is sard, which is
brown rather than red.

For the west side we need a Vice President
Trustees we have the following candidates Bob Pattie (15-1617), Lanny Kittleson (15-16-17), Diane Korf (16-17-18), Bob
O’Brian (16-17-18), Glenn Morita (17-18-19), Ed Lehman (1718-19), Diane Myers (17-18-19).
Diana Horsfall will remain Secretary and Kathy Earnst will
remain Treasurer with Immediate Past President Vesta Bettinger.

Chrysoprase (also spelled chrysophrase) is a green variety of chalcedony, which has been colored by
nickel oxide. (The darker varieties of
chrysoprase are also referred to as
prase. However, the term prase is
also used to describe green quartz,
and to a certain extent is a colordescriptor, rather than a rigorously
defined mineral variety).

It was voted and seconded that the old officers will remain for
one more quarter until next meeting.
Diana will be contacting the Spokane, Tri-Cities, Yakama, and
Chief Joseph clubs to see if we can get representatives to attend
the next meeting.
Meeting was adjourned at 10:30
Diana Horsfall Secretary

Blue-colored chalcedony is sometimes referred to as "blue
chrysoprase" if the color is sufficiently rich, though it derives
its color from the presence of copper and is largely unrelated to
nickel-bearing chrysoprase.

Chalcedony (pronunciation: /kæl'sɛdəni/) is a cryptocrystal-

Moss agate contains green filamentlike inclusions, giving it the superficial appearance of moss or blue
cheese. There is also tree agate which
is similar to moss agate except it is
solid white with green filaments
whereas moss agate usually has a
transparent background, so the
"moss" appears in 3D. It is not a
true form of agate, as it lacks agate's
defining feature of concentric banding.

line form of silica, composed of very fine intergrowths of
quartz and moganite. These are both silica minerals, but they
differ in that quartz has a trigonal crystal structure, while
moganite is monoclinic. Chalcedony's standard chemical structure (based on the chemical structure of quartz) is SiO2 (silicon
dioxide).
Chalcedony has a waxy luster, and may be semitransparent or
translucent. It can assume a wide range of colors, but those
most commonly seen are white to gray, grayish-blue or a shade
of brown ranging from pale to nearly black. The color of chalcedony sold commercially is often enhanced by dyeing or heating.

from Stone Age News, 05/17

The name chalcedony comes from the Latin chalcedonius alternatively spelled calchedonius). The name appears in Pliny
the Elder's Naturalis Historia as a term for a translucid kind of
Jaspis. The name is probably derived from the town Chalcedon
in Asia Minor. The Greek word khalkedon (χaλκηdών) also
appears in the Book of Revelation
(Apc 21,19). It is a hapax legomenon (the term for a word found nowhere else) so it is hard to tell
whether the precious gem mentioned in the Bible is the same mineral known by this name today.

HOW TO TELL THE DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN GOLD & PYRITE
by Kat Koch

Gold panning is has been on my bucket list for a few years
now. In the last 2 weeks I have won a set of 3 pans and a packet of soil that is guaranteed to have gold in it. I am definitely
getting the feeling I am to satisfy this item on my bucket list as
soon as the weather improves.
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Now my big question is: I am on the river’s edge and I am wet,
cold and excited as I have sparkles in the bottom of my pan.

Gold

Is it gold or pyrite flakes?
Here is what friends have told me and what I have read on the
internet. Without zooming in, it can be tough to tell the difference, especially when the sun is shining and the water makes
everything glisten.
Gold and pyrite are vastly different minerals, but because of
their similar colors they easily confused. Beginning prospectors look in the bottom of their gold pan and see a lot of shiny
yellow color and think they have hit the mother lode! Learning
how to identify both gold and pyrite is one of the first skills
that any gold prospector needs to learn. The structure, color,
hardness and specific gravities are all indicators that will help
to differential between the two.

you will notice that most pyrite is generally structured in cubic
and octahedron formations. Most gold nuggets and flakes that
are found in rivers and creeks are polished and worn fairly
smooth.

GRAVITY
When panning out material, gold will settle and concentrate in
the bottom of the pan, but pyrite will move freely in the pan.
You will often see them at the surface mixed in with the lighter
sands and gravels. Proper gold panning will easily separate the
two, as the small specks of pyrite will wash out of the pan
while the denser gold particles will be retained.

Good luck gold panning!
West Seattle Petroglyphs, 05/17

Blue Jade
In 2012 a 400+ kilo (880 pounds) blue jadeite boulder was
pulled out of Clear Creek, CA. In 2013, another 500 pound
blue was recovered in the same claim as Clear Creek. The
owner of both is a commercial jade miner named Sam Gitchel.
Blue jade slabs currently sell on the Internet for around $400 a
pound. What these monsters will sell (or already have sold for)
is most likely a tightly held secret.

COLOR
The color is also a good indicator between the two. While
gold obviously has a golden color, pyrite generally has a brassy
and shiny coloration. It has shiny surfaces that catch the reflection of the sun. If you move your gold pan in a circular motion
in the sunlight, gold will maintain a consistent color, while
pyrite will flash in the sunlight. Use a rare earth magnet (a normal magnet will not do the job) to remove the black sand.

Blue jade also comes in the form of the other jade, nephrite. It
is often named Pacific Jade or Vonsen Blue Nephrite. The
name Vonsen came from the blue nephrite found on the Vonsen Ranch which was 0one of the first nephrite finds in California. The ranch owner, Magnus Vonsen, just happened to be a
mineral collector and mineralogist, as well as a shrewd businessman. Whether or not he had anything to do with the discovery of the blue nephrite on his ranch; I couldn’t find it.

HARDNESS
If you take and separate the particles out, their different hardness will be readily apparent. Take the tip of a pocket knife, or
a sharp point and poke a flake. Pyrite is much harder, so if you
poke it with a sharp tip it will shatter into several pieces. Gold
on the other hand is a very soft and malleable metal. It can be
poked or smashed flat without breaking apart.

The jade found on the ranch near Petaluma, CA is said to be
depleted now but there are some pieces for sale that are
claimed to have come from the ranch. Now and then some is
also found in Jade Cove. It appears that any blue jade is likely
going to be called Vonsen Jade no matter where it comes from
or rather it is nephrite or jadeite. It is just a matter of different
physical and chemical characteristics.

Pyrite

via CMS eTumbler, 05/17, via Agatizer, 05/16
Attention: All Newsletter Subscribers
If you, or someone you know should be receiving this newsletter
electronically and are not, please contact Bob Pattie or myself
(Glenn Morita).

STRUCTURE
The structure of each mineral is quite different, although this
can be difficult to see if you are only dealing with small flakes
at the bottom of your gold pan. If the pieces are large enough,

We are trying to keep our mailing list current and want to make
sure that everyone who wants an electronic version of the
newsletter gets one.
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2017 WSMC SPONSORED FIELD TRIPS (Draft)
The WA St. Mineral Council plans guided fieldtrips to collecting sites. Open to member clubs, and the general public. Most trips
are free. Included are the Pow Wow trips (must join to go on trips). Host clubs and contact persons will be set up as I gather info.
For updated info, go to mineralcouncil.wordpress.com or contact Ed Lehman at wsmced@hotmail.com or h ph# (425) 334-6282
Cell# (425) 760-2786. Pow Wow Dues are $7.50 each or &15 a family. They supply 3 free breakfast’s on trips (what a deal).
DATE

HOST

SITE

MEETING PLACE & TIME

MATERIAL

TOOLS

1/28/17

MSVL

Beaver Valley Quarry Beaver Valley. Info Booth 9:30am

Chert, Zeolites & Calcite

Hard rock tools

2/18/17

DARR

Walker Valley

Big Lake Store 9:00am

Geodes & Agates

Hard rock tools

3/11/17

MSVL

Cedar Ponds

Jack n Box E. end of Monroe 9:00

Jasper

Dig & Hard Rock

4/15/17

DARR

Racehorse Creek

IGA @ Nugent’s Corner 9/:00am

Fossils & Morell mushrooms Dig & Hard Rock

4/22-23 POW

Saddle Mt Mattawa W

Mattawa Lepricon Market 9:00am

Petrified Wood

5/13/17

Saddle Mt Mattawa W

Mattawa Lepricon Market 9:00am

Petrified Wood maybe Opal Dig & Hard Rock

ELB

Dig & Hard Rock

6/15-18/ Prineville, Ore. Pow Wow Collecting at Richardson’s and McDonalds Ranches ? Meet @ Fairground
6/22-25/ POW

Madras Ore Jefferson Co. Fair Ground Trips @ 8:00am

7/15/17

DARR

Sweetwater

Darrington Rock Show 11:00 @ Show Travertine

Dig & Hard Rock

8/5/17

MSVL

Lk. Wenatchee

Old Lk Wen Ranger Station 9:00am

Dig & 1/4” screen

8/26-27 NOA

Greenwater

Enumclaw Ranger St. 9:00am

Garnets, Talc & Actinolite

Agate, Jasper, Opal & Wood Dig & lite hard rock tools

9/9-10/17 POW

Red Top—Teanaway Teanaway @ mid.fk Camp 8:00am

Geodes, Agate, Jasper & Jade Dig & Hard Rock tools

9/16-17/ CASC

Little Naches

T-Eggs, WA Lily pad & Fossil Dig & lite hard rock tools

10/21/17 MSVL

Money Ck Skykomish Money Ck Campground 9:00

Picture Jasper maybe Ore

11/18/17 MSVL

Blanchard Hill

WA Dalmation stone & Chert Hard rock tools

Enumclaw Ranger Station 9:00am

I-5 Exit 240 Gas Mart 9:00am

Dig tools

ALWAYS contact host for updated info a week before trip !!!
HOST
CLUB
CONTACT INFO
MSVL = Marysville Rock Club Ed Lehman wsmced@hotmail.com h# (425) 334-6282 c# (425) 760-2786
DARR = Darrington Rock Club
“
“
“
“
“
“
“
:
SPOK = Spokane Rock Rollers Mike Shaw mikeshawmoose@yahoo.com (509) 251-1574 or (509) 244-8542
CASC = Cascade Rock Club Tony Johnson (253) 863-9238
POW = All Rockhounds Pow Wow Larry Vess vessel3755@gmail.com or (253)473-3908
ELB = Ellensburg Rock Club Steve Tomns Ph # (509) 607-1446
NOA =

Northwest Opal Association Tony Johnson— (253) 863-9238

Keep updated on http://www.mineralcouncil.wordpress.com Land management changes, and roads close regularly. There is a
area on web page with tool category in pictures and names of tools.
Always have proper cloths and gear for conditions. Be prepared with safety, first aid, food and drink.
A week before trips I (Ed Lehman) will have a pdf file with map and info for that trip I can send you on request. I will do the same
for trip host.
Try to be at the meeting site 30 minutes before trip time for details and instructions with a full tank of gas.
There will be a display of rough and finished material for that trip. Some of the meeting sites are at eating places, join us for
breakfast. WSMC Wagonmasters map booklets will be for sale there, & at many rock shows. Use code of ethics, keep our lands
open to rockhounding.
If necessary, remind our public guardians they are our employees, and it’s our lands. Ed
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Local Area Shows for 2017
June 2017
2nd 10pm—5pm
3rd 10am—5pm
4th 10am—5pm

Puyallup Valley Gem &
Mineral Club

Annual show

June 2017
3rd 9am—5pm
4th 10am—4pm

North Idaho Mineral Club

Annual Show
$3 adults, 12 & under free w/
Adult

Kootenai County Fairgrounds
4056 North Government Way
Coeur d’Alene ID

June 2017
10th 10am—5pm
11th 10am—5pm

Butte Mineral
and Gem Club

Annual Show
$3 adults, 12 & under free w/
Adult

Butte Civic Center Annex
1340 Harrison Avenue
Butte MT

June 2017
16th 10am—5pm
17th 10am—5pm
18th 10am—4pm

Lower Umpqua Gem
&
Lapidary Society

Treasures from the Earth Rock
and Gem Show

Reedsport Community Building
415 Winchester Avenue
Reedsport OR

July 2017
15th 10am—5pm
16th 10am—5pm

Darrington
Rock & Gem Club

Rock and Gem Show and Sale

Manford Grange
1265 Railroad Avenue
Darrington, WA, (behind IGA)

July 2017
21st 9am—6pm
22nd 9am—6pm
23rd 9am—5pm

Washington Agate
and
Mineral Society

Rock and Gem show
during
Tenino Oregon Trail Days

August 2017
4th 10pm—5pm
5th 10am—5pm
6th 10am—4pm

Far West Lapidary & Gem
Society

55th Annual Gem
and Mineral Show
$1 adults, 12 & under
free w/Adult

August 2017
11th 10am—8pm
12th 10am—8pm
13th 10am—6pm

Port Townsend Rock Club

Annual Rock, Gem, & Mineral
Show in conjunction with the
Jefferson County Fair

August 2017
12th 9am—5pm
13th 10am—5pm

Maplewood Rock and Gem
Club

11th Annual Rock
and
Mineral Sale

August 2017
19th 9am—5pm

Shelton Rock and
Mineral Society

8th Annual Tailgate Rock Sale
and Swap Meet
Tailgate spots $40

Swiss Park
9205 198th Ave. E.
Puyallup, WA

Parkside Elementary School
301 Central Avenue E
Tenino WA 98589
North Bend Community Center
2222 N. Broadway
North Bend, OR
Jefferson County Fairgrounds
4907 Landers Street
Port Townsend WA 98368
Maplewood Rock and Gem Clubhouse
8802 196th ST SW
Edmonds WA
MCRA
2100 E Johns Prairie Rd
Shelton, WA
To register contact
Susan @ 360-275-9432 or
SRMS242@yahoo.com

September 2017
9th 9am - 6pm
10th 10am - 4pm

Clallam County Gem and
Mineral Association

Annual show

Vern Burton Community Center
308 East 4th Street
Port Angeles WA

September 2017
9th 10am - 5pm
10th 10am - 5pm

Marcus Whitman Gem and
Mineral Society

Annual Gem and Mineral show
$3adults
12 & under free w/Adult

Walla Walla County Fairgrounds
Community Center Building
363 Orchard St.,
Walla Walla WA

September 2017
16th 10am - 5pm
17th 10am - 4pm

Southern Washington
Mineralogical Society

52nd Annual show

Castle Rock Fairgrounds
120 Fair Lane
Castle Rock, WA

October 2017
7th 10am - 5pm
8th 10am—5pm

Marysville Rock and Gem
club

43rd Rocktoberfest

Totem Middle School Cafeteria
7th Street and State Avenue
Marysville WA

October 2017
13th 10am - 6pm
14th 10am - 6pm
15th 10am—5pm

Portland Regional
Rock and Gem Show

37th Annual
$5, under 12 free with adult
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