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September 23, 2017
Combined Board Meeting
AGENDA
Pres. Opening of Meeting
Treasurer's Report
à Kathy Earnst
Committee Reports
à Wagonmaster
Old Business
New Business
Election of Officers
Open Comments
Adjourn

President Vesta opened the meeting at 7:30pm
There was no Treasurer’s report as Kathy couldn’t make the
meeting.
Wagonmasters report:
Ed reported that the White River Tree farm area is closed until
further notice due to extreme fire danger.
The Lake Wenatchee trip for garnets was well attended with 20
to 30 participants. Lots of garnets were collected. Ed said the
trail has moved about 1/4 mile so the hike is now about 2
miles. The trail is now an official trailhead with a restroom,
picnic table and garbage can.

Meeting Calendar for 2017
West side board meetings:
1/17, 2/21, 4/18, 6/20, 8/15, 10/17
At 7:30PM at the
Maplewood Clubhouse
8802 196th St SW, Edmonds

The next Wagonmaster field trip is to the Little Natches area
for thunder eggs. See the field trip schedule for more details.
After the September meeting in Ellensburg, Ed will lead a
group to the diatoms pits for common opal.

General meetings :
3/18, 5/20, 9/23, 11/04

Ed gave an update on the planned re-introduction of grizzly
bears to the North Cascades. He attended the meeting in Darrington. Most of the people from the government were from
the National Parks Service. The plan is to bring in up to 500
grizzlies over a ten year period.

All general meetings will be held at:
Palace Café
4th & Main
Ellensburg
Meeting @ 9:30 AM

Bob Pattie presented some information on the Snoquera Landscape Analysis. This includes the Southern portion of
Snoqualmie Ranger District, formerly known as the White River Ranger District. The project is currently receiving input
from interested parties.

GPS Co-ordinates Needed

Bob mentioned that the ALAA is looking for ways to help out
the rockhounds in Washington. He thought the grizzly bear
issue would be a good project.

The WSMC needs the GPS co-ordinates of any and all of the
collecting sites in the state. In an effort to make the map
booklets as accurate as possible the Mineral Council is asking
for everyone to record GPS readings while on field trips
The data can also be used to help in our fight to keep our
collecting areas open.

Here is Bob’s reply to the USFS questionnaire:
Snoquera Landscape Analysis Input
What do you value in or about this area?
I value the recreational opportunities in the Greenwater area.
The current roads that were studied and agreed to in the
Greenwater Travel Management Plan allow many people like
myself (Senior Citizen and handicap) to enjoy my hobby of
rockhounding and enjoy the great outdoors. This area is close
to the large and growing population of King and Pierce counties, and easy access to the rest of the State of Washington and
the many visitors. I have been using this area for my hobby of
collecting specimens since the mid-seventies (40 + years) and
also taking new hobbyists so they can learn about the forest
and the proper ethics of collecting in the forest.

Dues are due
Download the PDF or Word version from the WSMC
website in the Misc. Resources menu.
Please send the dues and form to Kathy Earnst
27871 Minkler Road
Sedro Woolley, WA 98284
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What would you like to see done across this landscape?
At this time, I don’t have any particular input regarding changes to the current management of this area.

Forms: crystalline, massive.
Occurrence: abundite is found wherever rocks and minerals are
hunted and is the most nearly perfect pseudomorphic material
known.

What criteria would you like to see us use?
On page 1-12, the first statement under the section
“Recreational Uses”, refers to the “current use of the federal
lands within the analysis area is largely recreational”, I believe that this should be one of the major emphasis of the assessment of the Greenwater area. On page 1-13, under the
section “Social Values”, “people visit the area to get away
from everyday life, and to relax in a natural setting. ….. These
visits to the analysis area can be related to recreational but
also include viewing landscapes, and/or gathering, subsistence, tourism, sacred places medicines, and a sense of social
continuity and heritage”. On page 2-97, at the top of the page
there is a discussion of road 70 and its construction, with the
next paragraph stating “most of the timber harvest is completed on Weyerhaeuser land. The 1994 amendment to the Northwest Forest Plan (ROD) greatly reduced timber harvest on
NFS land. Recreation use is now the primary use in this watershed. …”

It takes on the appearance of agate, chalcedony, and Jasper.
It may be banded, fortified and / or dendritic, mottled, etc. In
fact, at one time or another it has been superficially identified
as any of the metallics.
Classifying abundite is to pick it up and discover immediately
that it is not the material sought – no other test is necessary
Use: throwing, especially. If flat it makes excellent skipping
rocks along river or lake banks.
James Bass via The Pseudomorphic
Copied from Gems & Minerals – December 1956
via Stone Age News, 08/17

In the Greenwater analysis area, I believe that the criteria
should include the emphasis on recreation, both organized and
dispersed. This should not replace good forest management
processes but recreation should be a part of the overall process. This means that some items will favor more people than
in the past and some roads may be kept open for their recreation value.

POLKA DOT AGATE
What is Polka Dot Agate?
Polka dot agate is an orbicular agate produced from the Priday
Agate Beds of central Oregon. It has an appearance that sounds
just like its name. It is a semitransparent to semitranslucent
agate with suspended round “dots” of contrasting colors. It is a
favorite Oregon gemstone.

This is also supported by the Washington State Recreation and
Conservation Office, the 2013 State comprehensive outdoor
recreation plan (the latest report, I have found, by this office).
This report stated on the State level, that outdoor recreation
consumers spend $22.5 billion on outdoor recreational equipment, apparel, lodging, and other services a year. Over 50% of
the federal land in this study of Washington State was Forest
Service land. It also stated that 81.4% of the residents of Washington State participated in the outdoor “Nature Activities”,
from visiting natural interpretive centers, wildlife viewing/
photographing, gathering/collecting things in a nature setting
or gardening, flowers or vegetables. With 2010 data 81.4%
would be about 5,698,000 people and the state estimate for
2017 this would be 5,950,584. It is a major interest for many
people.

Polka dot’s base colors
range from blue to white
to pale yellow. The dots
can be almost any combination of yellow, orange,
red, brown, or black. Nature has also marked some
specimens with black dendrites. Other specimens are cross-cut by intrusions of brown
jasper. The diaphaneity ranges from almost transparent to almost opaque. This color and geometry makes some of the most
interesting and beautiful types of agate that you will ever see.
The dots in the agate range in size
from nearly invisible up to about ¼inch across. Most of them are completely agatized, but some appear to
be a soft iron oxide material similar
to limonite or hematite. Most of the
dots are sharp, concentric spheres.
Others are spherical but with a
slightly irregular outline.

Meeting adjourned,
submitted by
Glenn Morita—Secretary Pro-Tem

Abundite
This mineral is listed as follows:

Lapidary Properties
Polka dot agate is a favorite lapidary material of many people.
It cuts nicely on a diamond or carbide wheel and produces a
brilliant luster when polished on felt with aluminum, tin, or
cerium oxide. It can be used to make beautiful tumbled stones
in a rock tumbler.

Dana No. 6789 – 0. Hardness: varied.
Color: varied, mostly blue.
Chemical composition: PhO2 (ey).
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The colorful dots make interesting cabs regardless of their
density. Marking up a slab into cab outlines can be a pleasurable
challenge. Most people really enjoy specimens of polka dot
agate with a blue base color and have given it a cool nickname
-- “blue ice.”

TheImage.com
from West Seattle Petroglyphs, June/July 2017,via Rocky
Trails 5/17
Check out the United States Department of Agricultures Forest
Service site: https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/giffordpinchot/home/?
cid=stelprdb5199437
Gifford Pinchot National Forest

Explore Mount St Helens…
Discover Ecosystems in Action

At 8:32 Sunday Morning, May 18, 1980, Mount St. Helens
Erupted Shaken by an earthquake measuring 5.1 on the Richter
scale, the north face of this tall symmetrical mountain collapsed in a massive rock debris avalanche. In a few moments this
slab of rock and ice slammed into Spirit Lake, crossed a ridge
1,300 feet high, and roared 14 miles down the Toutle River.
The avalanche rapidly released pressurized gases within the volcano. A tremendous lateral explosion ripped through the avalanche and developed into a turbulent, stone-filled wind that
swept over ridges and toppled trees. Nearly 150 square miles of
forest was blown over or left dead and standing.
At the same time a mushroom-shaped column of ash rose thousands of feet skyward and drifted downwind, turning day into
night as dark, gray ash fell over eastern Washington and beyond.
Wet, cement-like slurries of rock and mud scoured all sides of
the volcano. Searing flows of pumice poured from the crater. The
eruption lasted 9 hours, but Mount St. Helens and the surrounding landscape were dramatically changed within moments.

Polka dot agate: Several cabochons of polka dot agate cut
using material from the Priday Agate Beds of central Oregon.
These cabs show only part of the color diversity of the dots
and the various types of background material.
The cab in the center of the bottom row measures 36 x 25 millimeters in size.

A vast, gray landscape lay where once the forested slopes of
Mount St. Helens grew. In 1982 the President and Congress created the 110,000-acre National Volcanic Monument for research,
recreation, and education. Inside the Monument, the environment
is left to respond naturally to the disturbance.

Look-Alikes
In the United States,
the Priday Agate Beds
are the popular source
for polka dot agate.
Similar -looking material is also found in
other parts of the
world. The two oval
cabochons in the accompanying image
were made from “polka
dot agate” that was mined in Africa and looks a lot like material from the Priday Agate Beds. People who have cut a lot of
Priday polka dot can probably tell the difference, but inexperienced people might not.

Scientists and Visitors Follow the Changes in the Landscape
and the Volcano.
Surviving plants and animals rise out of the ash, colonizing
plants catch hold of the earth, birds and animals find a niche in a
different forest on the slopes of Mount St. Helens.
The volcano continued to erupt until 1986, violently at first, then
quietly building a lava dome. Thick pasty lava eruptions oozed
out, each one piling on top of the next, like pancakes in a sloppy
pile. The lava dome is now 920 feet high. The United States Geological Survey scientists continue to monitor the volcano for
earthquakes, swelling, and gas emissions.
from Hard Rock News, 08/17

http://geology.com/gemstones/polka-dot-agate/
Polka-dot jasper is also referred to as polka-dot agate. It seems
to set in that niche where sometimes the material is hard
enough and semi-translucent so it is agatized. Other samples
may be more granular and will often undercut in the final gem
preparation stage, giving it a consistency more like a softer
jasper. Even when the background is hard agate, the dots are
often much softer.

Attention: All Newsletter Subscribers
If you, or someone you know should be receiving this newsletter
electronically and are not, please contact Bob Pattie or myself
(Glenn Morita).
We are trying to keep our mailing list current and want to make
sure that everyone who wants an electronic version of the
newsletter gets one.
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2017 WSMC SPONSORED FIELD TRIPS (Draft)
The WA St. Mineral Council plans guided fieldtrips to collecting sites. Open to member clubs, and the general public. Most trips
are free. Included are the Pow Wow trips (must join to go on trips). Host clubs and contact persons will be set up as I gather info.
For updated info, go to mineralcouncil.wordpress.com or contact Ed Lehman at wsmced@hotmail.com or h ph# (425) 334-6282
Cell# (425) 760-2786. Pow Wow Dues are $7.50 each or &15 a family. They supply 3 free breakfast’s on trips (what a deal).
DATE

HOST

SITE

MEETING PLACE & TIME

MATERIAL

TOOLS

1/28/17

MSVL

Beaver Valley Quarry Beaver Valley. Info Booth 9:30am

Chert, Zeolites & Calcite

Hard rock tools

2/18/17

DARR

Walker Valley

Big Lake Store 9:00am

Geodes & Agates

Hard rock tools

3/11/17

MSVL

Cedar Ponds

Jack n Box E. end of Monroe 9:00

Jasper

Dig & Hard Rock

4/15/17

DARR

Racehorse Creek

IGA @ Nugent’s Corner 9/:00am

Fossils & Morell mushrooms Dig & Hard Rock

4/22-23 POW

Saddle Mt Mattawa W

Mattawa Lepricon Market 9:00am

Petrified Wood

5/13/17

Saddle Mt Mattawa W

Mattawa Lepricon Market 9:00am

Petrified Wood maybe Opal Dig & Hard Rock

ELB

Dig & Hard Rock

6/15-18/ Prineville, Ore. Pow Wow Collecting at Richardson’s and McDonalds Ranches ? Meet @ Fairground
6/22-25/ POW

Madras Ore Jefferson Co. Fair Ground Trips @ 8:00am

7/15/17

DARR

Sweetwater

Darrington Rock Show 11:00 @ Show Travertine

Dig & Hard Rock

8/5/17

MSVL

Lk. Wenatchee

Old Lk Wen Ranger Station 9:00am

Dig & 1/4” screen

8/26-27 NOA

Greenwater

Enumclaw Ranger St. 9:00am

Garnets, Talc & Actinolite

Agate, Jasper, Opal & Wood Dig & lite hard rock tools

9/9-10/17 POW

Red Top—Teanaway Teanaway @ mid.fk Camp 8:00am

Geodes, Agate, Jasper & Jade Dig & Hard Rock tools

9/16-17/ CASC

Little Naches

T-Eggs, WA Lily pad & Fossil Dig & lite hard rock tools

10/21/17 MSVL

Money Ck Skykomish Money Ck Campground 9:00

Picture Jasper maybe Ore

11/18/17 MSVL

Blanchard Hill

WA Dalmation stone & Chert Hard rock tools

Enumclaw Ranger Station 9:00am

I-5 Exit 240 Gas Mart 9:00am

Dig tools

ALWAYS contact host for updated info a week before trip !!!
HOST
CLUB
CONTACT INFO
MSVL = Marysville Rock Club Ed Lehman wsmced@hotmail.com h# (425) 334-6282 c# (425) 760-2786
DARR = Darrington Rock Club
“
“
“
“
“
“
“
:
SPOK = Spokane Rock Rollers Mike Shaw mikeshawmoose@yahoo.com (509) 251-1574 or (509) 244-8542
CASC = Cascade Rock Club Tony Johnson (253) 863-9238
POW = All Rockhounds Pow Wow Larry Vess vessel3755@gmail.com or (253)473-3908
ELB = Ellensburg Rock Club Steve Tomns Ph # (509) 607-1446
NOA =

Northwest Opal Association Tony Johnson— (253) 863-9238

Keep updated on http://www.mineralcouncil.wordpress.com Land management changes, and roads close regularly. There is a
area on web page with tool category in pictures and names of tools.
Always have proper cloths and gear for conditions. Be prepared with safety, first aid, food and drink.
A week before trips I (Ed Lehman) will have a pdf file with map and info for that trip I can send you on request. I will do the same
for trip host.
Try to be at the meeting site 30 minutes before trip time for details and instructions with a full tank of gas.
There will be a display of rough and finished material for that trip. Some of the meeting sites are at eating places, join us for
breakfast. WSMC Wagonmasters map booklets will be for sale there, & at many rock shows. Use code of ethics, keep our lands
open to rockhounding.
If necessary, remind our public guardians they are our employees, and it’s our lands. Ed
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Local Area Shows for 2017
September 2017
9th 9am - 6pm
10th 10am - 4pm

Clallam County Gem and
Mineral Association

September 2017
9th 10am - 5pm
10th 10am - 5pm

Marcus Whitman Gem
and Mineral Society

September 2017
16th 10am - 5pm
17th 10am - 4pm

Southern Washington
Mineralogical Society

52nd Annual show

Idaho Falls Gem
& Mineral Society

7th Annual Rockhounds
Rock, Gem, and Mineral sale
Adults $3, 12 and under free

October 2017
7th 10am - 5pm
8th 10am—5pm

Marysville Rock and Gem
club

43rd Rocktoberfest

October 2017
13th 10am - 6pm
14th 10am - 6pm
15th 10am—5pm

Portland Regional
Rock and Gem Show

37th Annual
$5, under 12 free with adult

Washington County Fair Complex
873 NE 34th AVE
Hillsboro, OR

October 2017
21st 10am - 6pm
22nd 10am - 4pm

Hell’s Canyon Gem Club

51st Annual Show
Gemstones, Carvings, &
Jewelry From Around The
World
$3, children under
12 free w/adult

Nez Perce County Fair Building
1229 Burrell Avenue
Lewiston ID

October 2017
28th 9am - 5pm
29th 10am - 5pm

Clackamette Mineral &
Gem Club

52nd Annual Show

Clackamas County Fairgrounds
694 NE 4th Ave
Canby, OR

October 2017
28th 10am - 6pm
29th 10am - 5pm

Bellevue Rock and
Gem club

Octoberfest of Gems
annual show

Vasa Park
3560 W Lake Sammamish Pkwy SE
Bellevue, Washington 98008

November 2017
11th 9am - 5pm
12th 10am - 4pm

Skagit Rock & Gem Club

Treasures of the Earth

Sedro Woolley Community Center
703 Pacific St
Sedro Woolley WA 98284

November 2017
11th 9am - 5pm
12th 10am - 5pm

Maplewood Rock and
Gem Club

Annual Fall Show

Maplewood Rock and Gem Clubhouse
8802 196th ST SW
Edmonds WA

December 2017
9th 9am - 5pm
10th 10am - 5pm

Maplewood Rock and
Gem Club

6th Annual Winter Bazaar

Maplewood Rock and Gem Clubhouse
8802 196th ST SW
Edmonds WA

February 2018
24th 10am—6pm
25th 10am—5pm

Idaho Gem Club

Annual show
$4.00, under 12 free
w/adult

East KingCo Club

Annual Rock and Gem Show

Magic Valley Gem Club

68th Annual Show

October 2017
7th 9am - 5pm

March 2018
3rd 10am - 6pm
4th 10am - 5pm
March 2018
10th 10am - 5pm
11th 10am - 4pm

Annual show

Vern Burton Community Center
308 East 4th Street
Port Angeles WA

Annual Gem and Mineral show Walla Walla County Fairgrounds
$3adults
Community Center Building
12 & under free w/Adult
363 Orchard St.,
Walla Walla WA
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Castle Rock Fairgrounds
120 Fair Lane
Castle Rock, WA
Pinecrest Event Center
560 Anderson
Idaho Falls, ID

Totem Middle School Cafeteria
7th Street and State Avenue
Marysville WA

Expo Idaho
5610 Glenwood
Boise ID 83714
Pickering Barn
1730 10th Ave NW
Issaquah, WA
Twin Falls County Fairgrounds
215 Fair Ave.
east of Filer on US Hwy. 30
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