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June 19, 2018
Westside Board Meeting
AGENDA
Opening of Meeting
Treasurer's Report
à Kathy Earnst
Committee Reports
à Wagonmaster -Ed Lehman
Old Business
New Business
Open Comments
Adjourn

Quarterly Meeting of the WSMC May 25th, 2018
Meeting called to order by Aaron at 9:35
In attendance: Diana Horsfall-Cascade Mineralogical Society,
Gilbert Trujillo-Yakima Rock Club, Karen VanAlsburt-Mt.
Baker Rock and Gem, Harold VanAlsburt- Mt. Baker Rock
and Gem, Robin and David Fleiner- Mt. Baker Rock and Gem,
Vickie Foster-Shelton Rock and Mineral Society, Diane Myers
-Shelton Rock and Mineral Society, Bob Pattie- Cascade Mineralogical Society, Jackie Pattie-Cascade Mineralogical Society, Bob O’Brien-Darrington Club, Ed Lehman- Marysville and
Darrington Clubs, Aaron Wigant-Spokane Rock Rollers, Carol
Wigant-Spokane Rock Rollers, Cheryl Ellicott – JonesSpokane Rock Rollers, Mark Jones-Spokane Rock Rollers,
Ronna Watkins-Yakima Rock and Mineral Club & NFMS,
Daull Walter-Yakima Rock and Mineral Club.

Meeting Calendar for 2018
West side board meetings:
1/16, 2/20, 4/17, 6/19, 8/21, 10/16
At 7:30PM at the
Maplewood Clubhouse
8802 196th St SW, Edmonds

Treasurer’s report: Kathy Earnst was unable to attend, she
emailed the treasurers report and it was passed around for review. Ed explained to the visitors what the money is used for
Example: Liabilities Insurance, fee on Walker Valley, etc...

General meetings :
3/31, 5/26, 9/29, 10/27
All general meetings will be held at:

Wagon Masters report. Ed reported that the turn out for the
field trips has been good this year, in the colder months we
averaged 15 to 25, now that the weather is better numbers are
closer to 40. There is a field trip after the meeting today to
First Creek with a stop first at the new rock shop there, Ed
brought samples of what will be collected there, Thunder Eggs
and Geodes, the samples are in rough form and what they look
like cut and polished. June’s field trip is to Wynoochee River
to collect Orbicular Jasper. June 17th Ed is leading a field trip
to Saddle Mt. to collect Petrified Wood and maybe some Opal.
Also, in June Ed is taking a select few for a Prospecting field
trip that requires a lot of hiking.

Palace Café
4th & Main
Ellensburg
Meeting @ 9:30 AM

GPS Co-ordinates Needed
The WSMC needs the GPS co-ordinates of any and all of the
collecting sites in the state. In an effort to make the map
booklets as accurate as possible the Mineral Council is asking
for everyone to record GPS readings while on field trips
The data can also be used to help in our fight to keep our
collecting areas open.

Bob gave the report that the State has no new legislation in
regard to rock collection and that the Federal Government is
still on the Wilderness versus Monument lands issue. Bob
explained the difference between State, Federal, Wilderness,
Monument lands and what the differences mean to us. Bob
also gave a report on the presentation he gave at the Federation
Show in Yakima and that we sold 49 map books in just a day
and a half. Then he showed is award for Rock Hound of the
year in 2017, Bob thanked the mineral council for there help in
supporting him for this honor, Ronna thanked Bob for all his
help with the show and the presentation that he gave and
thanked Diana for working the information booth all three
days. Ronna thanked the mineral council for there support in
the federation show.

Dues are due
Download the PDF or Word version from the WSMC
website in the Misc. Resources menu.
Please send the dues and form to Kathy Earnst

The Mineral Council would like to update the map books and
are looking help that can help with this process. The talk is
also that the price should go up as costs have been rising since

27871 Minkler Road
Sedro Woolley, WA 98284
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the last time the price was raised. Contact Ed or Bob if you
would like to help with this project.

change (alexandrite effect) dependent upon the nature of ambient lighting. Alexandrite effect is the phenomenon of an observed color change from greenish to reddish with a change in
source illumination.[8] Alexandrite results from small scale
replacement of aluminum by chromium ions in the crystal
structure, which causes intense absorption of light over a narrow range of wavelengths in the yellow region (580 nm) of the
visible light spectrum.[8] Because human vision is most sensitive to green light and least sensitive to red light, alexandrite
appears greenish in daylight where the full spectrum of visible
light is present, and reddish in incandescent light which emits
less green and blue spectrum. This color change is independent
of any change of hue with viewing direction through the crystal
that would arise from pleochroism.

Ed gave a report on Grizzly bears in the North Cascades. According to the Forest Service activity status the Grizzly reestablishment in the North Cascades has been canceled. There is
still some concern about the moving of Long Horn sheep from
the Olympic to the North Cascades.
Ronna shared the contact information to Diamond Dan, the
web page is www.diamonddanpublications.net they have a
monthly news letter for kids and other kid activities on their
web page.
Aaron adjourned the meeting at 10:46

Turquoise is an opaque, blue-to-green mineral that is a hy-

Submitted by,
Diana Horsfall, Secretary

drated phosphate of copper and aluminum, with the chemical
formula CuAl6(PO4)4(OH)8·4H2O. It is rare and valuable in
finer grades and has been prized as a gemstone and ornamental
stone for thousands of years owing to its unique hue. In recent
times, turquoise has been devalued, like most other opaque
gems, by the introduction onto the market of treatments, imitations and synthetics.

A pearl is a hard glistening object produced within the soft

tissue (specifically the mantle) of a living shelled mollusk or
another animal, such as a conulariid. Just like the shell of a
mollusk, a pearl is composed of calcium carbonate (mainly
aragonite or a mixture of aragonite and calcite) in minute crystalline form, which has been deposited in concentric layers.
The ideal pearl is perfectly round and smooth, but many other
shapes, known as baroque pearls, can occur. The finest quality
natural pearls have been highly valued as gemstones and objects of beauty for many centuries. Because of this, pearl has
become a metaphor for something rare, fine, admirable and
valuable.

The gemstone has been known by many names. Pliny the Elder
referred to the mineral as callais and the Aztecs knew it as
chalchihuitl.[4] The word turquoise dates to the 17th century
and is derived from the French turquois for "Turkish" because
the mineral was first brought to Europe through Turkey, from
mines in the historical Khorasan Province of Persia

Cat’s Eye refers to a number of gem stones with the reflective property of chatoyancy.

The most valuable pearls occur spontaneously in the wild, but
are extremely rare. These wild pearls are referred to as natural
pearls. Cultured or farmed pearls from pearl oysters and freshwater mussels make up the majority of those currently sold.
Imitation pearls are also widely sold in inexpensive jewelry,
but the quality of their iridescence is usually very poor and is
easily distinguished from that of genuine pearls. Pearls have
been harvested and cultivated primarily for use in jewelry, but
in the past were also used to adorn clothing. They have also
been crushed and used in cosmetics, medicines and paint formulations.

Agate is a rock consisting primarily of cryptocrystalline sili-

ca, chiefly chalcedony, alternating with microgranular quartz.
It is characterized by its fineness of grain and variety of color.
Although agates may be found in various kinds of host rock,
they are classically associated with volcanic rocks and can be
common in certain metamorphic rocks.
excerpts from Wikipedia
via Stone Age News 06/18

Using GIS Or Mobile Mapping Apps

Moonstone is a sodium potassium aluminum silicate with

by Ruth Hidalgo

the chemical formula (Na,K)AlSi3O8 and belongs to the feldspar group.

There are numerous apps for mobile phones that will allow you
track your routes and favorite collecting spots. You need not
have a separate GPS unit to create maps anymore. These apps
work even when you do not have cell service.

Moonstone is composed of two feldspar species, orthoclase and
albite. The two species are intermingled. Then, as the newly
formed mineral cools, the intergrowth of orthoclase and albite
separates into stacked, alternating layers. When light falls between these thin, flat layers, it scatters in many directions producing the phenomenon called adularescence.

My app of choice is Avenza. I started using an iPhone app
called Terra Nova well over 15 years ago, and it has evolved
into Avenza. I have used the data stored in that app to make
several National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) comments.
Basically, this is how it works.

Moonstone is the Florida State Gemstone; it was designated as
such in 1970 to commemorate the Moon landings, which took
off from Kennedy Space Center. Despite it being the Florida
State Gemstone, it does not naturally occur in the state.
Alexandrite ( a variety of chrysoberyl) displays a color

You download the app.
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You select the maps you want to download. Some are free,
some you have to purchase. There are now thousands of maps
to choose from. You can even download a geological map that
will show you where you are and what the geology is around
you. I prefer the BLM maps and USGS Topo maps for trail
tracking. You have to have internet service to download a map,
but not to use the app once the map is downloaded.

and how rapidly it rose to the surface. This information, when
combined with geophysical and historical data, will help scientists interpret the progression of the current eruption, and help
to model and predict future eruptions.
Four samples of lava from last week’s eruptions were received
by HAL on May 10. The rocks were collected from fissure 6
on the night of May 5, making the less-than-week-old “baby
rocks” some of the youngest rocks on Earth at present.

When in the field, you open the app and you will be able to see
where you are on the map.

Flowing lava is usually collected by tossing a steel bucket on
the end of a wire into the 2200-degree Fahrenheit molten lava,
rapidly pulling it out, and dunking the bucket in a water-filled
can to quench the lava to rock. The four samples were analyzed, and the chemical data for each sample was sent to HVO
scientists on May 11.

You can then choose to record your track or trail as you drive
or hike. Save the trail and the next time you go out in the field,
just follow the trail on your map and you will know how to get
back to that collecting spot. Gone are the days of trying to remember what fork you took or wondering if you’re on the right
path. You can then export that information to Google Earth or
other GIS programs. You can even email it to your friends.

The most significant earth materials analytical instrument in
HAL is an x-ray fluorescence spectrometer housed within the
geosciences department that enables Hamilton and other academic institutions to have access to exceptionally high-quality
chemical data.

You can also choose to place markers on the map showing
collecting areas and use that data the same way.
You can insert a GPS coordinate a friend gave you and see
where it is on the map relative to where you are.

XRF is a measurement technique that uses x-rays, an energetic
portion of the electromagnetic spectrum that includes microwaves and visible light, to determine the elemental makeup of
materials ranging from rocks to minerals to soil – even maple
syrup.

You can use the data to easily create maps to attach to your
formal NEPA comments. This gives the agency the exact trail
you use and shows it to them on their own map. Alternatively,
you can export the data to Google Earth or other GIS mapping
programs and create maps to attach from there. I used a trail
exported to Google Earth to create a map I attached to a formal
comment on the West Mojave (WEMO) Travel Management
Plan, where the Bureau of Land Management had not included
a road that rockhounds use in their inventory. In this way they
could see that the road clearly existed, as you could see it on
the satellite image in the map I attached.
Nowadays, making formal comments is much easier, thanks to
apps like Avenza. If you are not taking advantage of this technology to make your formal comments, give a try. If you are
not speaking up because you think it is too complicated, try
using this kind of technology. You may find it is easier and less
time consuming than you think.
via CSM Tumbler, 06/18, The Quarry, 3/18; via MWF Newsletter, 3/18; via the Minnesota Mineral Club’s Rock Rustler
News; from the American Lands Access Association Newsletter, 10-12/17

Lava samples delivered to Hamilton College for study.
Photo Courtesy of Hamilton College

Hamilton College helping Hawaii
through lava analysis

via SMRMC Rock Talk, 05/18

by The Dispatch Staff, newsroom@oneidadispatch.com
http://www.oneidadispatch.com/article/OD/2018051
4/NEWS/180519940

Attention: All Newsletter Subscribers
If you, or someone you know should be receiving this newsletter
electronically and are not, please contact Bob Pattie or myself
(Glenn Morita).

Clinton, N.Y. >> Samples of Hawaii’s destructive lava have
been analyzed in the Hamilton Analytical Laboratory for the
Hawaiian Volcano Observatory (HVO) scientists to better understand the on-going volcanic eruption. The chemical composition of lava can help scientists determine where the magma
formed, how long it was stored underground prior to eruption,

We are trying to keep our mailing list current and want to make
sure that everyone who wants an electronic version of the
newsletter gets one.
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2018 WSMC SPONSORED FIELD TRIPS (Draft)
The WA St. Mineral Council plans guided fieldtrips to collecting sites. Open to member clubs, and the general public. Most trips are
free. Included are the Pow Wow trips (must join to go on trips). Host clubs and contact persons will be set up as I gather info. For updated info, go to mineralcouncil.wordpress.com or contact Ed Lehman at wsmced@hotmail.com or h ph# (425) 334-6282
Cell# (425) 760-2786. Pow Wow Dues are $7.50 each or &15 a family. They supply 3 free breakfast’s on trips (what a deal).

Date

Host Site

Meeting place and time

Material

Tools

1/13/2018

MSVL Beaver Valley Quarry

Beaver Valley Info Booth 9:30am

Chert, Zeolites & Calcite

Hard rock tools

2/17/2018

DARR Walker Valley

Big Lake Store 9:00am

Geodes & Agates

Hard rock tools

3/17/2018

MSVL Baker Lake

Forest Service 9:00 Sedro-Woolley

Jasper, Agate, Jade, T-Egg ?

Dig & Hard Rock

4/14/2018

DARR Racehorse Creek

Hwy 542 @ Round About, 10 miles from Fossils & Morell mushrooms Dig & Hard Rock

4/21/2022

I-5 9:00
POW Saddle Mt Mattawa W Boat Launch 8:00

Petrified Wood

5/12/2018

DARR Marblemount

Grocery right before 20 bend & bridge

Talc, Chrysoprase, Garnierite Saw & Hard Rock

6/9/2018

MSVL Wynoochee River

Montesano 1st Gas & Motel 9:00

Orbicular Jasper

Rock Hammer,
waders

6/17/2018

MSVL Saddle Mt Mattawa

W Mattawa Lepricon Market 9:00am

Petrified Wood maybe Opal

Dig &Hard Rock

6/21/2024

POW Madras Ore

Jefferson Co. Fair Ground Trips @ 8:00

Agate, Jasper, T-Eggs, Wood Dig & Hard Rock

7/14/2018

DARR Taylor River

Kens Truck Stop I-90 9:00

7/22/2023

SPOK Crystal Park Montana

Call Mike Shaw for info

Quartz crystals, Concretions Rock Hammer,
waders
Quartz Crystals
Dig & Lite Rock

8/4/2018

DARR Sweetwater

Darrington Rock Show 11:00

Travertine, Sauk R Bars

8/11/2017

MSVL Lake Wenatchee

Garnets, Talc & Actinolite

08/18&19

NOA Greenwater

Rest Stop west of Lake Wenatchee on
Hwy 2 9:00
Enumclaw Ranger St. 9:00am

09/8 & 9

POW Red Top—Teanaway

Dig & 1/4”
screen
Agate, Jasper, Opal & Wood Dig & lite hard
rock
Teanaway @ Middle Fork Camp 8:00am Geodes, Agate, Jasper & Jade Dig & Hard Rock

9/15/2018

NOA Little Naches

Enumclaw Ranger Station 9:00am

T-Eggs, WA Lily pad & Fossil

10/20/2018

MSVL Money Creek, Skykomish
DARR Blanchard Hill

Money Creek Campground 9:00

Picture Jasper maybe ore

I-5 Exit 240 Gas Mart 9:00am

WA Dalmation stone & Chert Hard rock tools

11/17/2018

Dig & Hard Rock

Dig & Hard Rock

Dig & lite Hard
rock
Dig & Hard Rock

100 % of map booklet sales goes to Walker Vly lease, insurance for access to private property and general operation of WSMC

Please wait for guide before going off collecting, and obey their rules. They are familiar with managers needs. We will get you a
good area at site.

ALWAYS contact host for updated info a week before trip !!!

HOST
CLUB
CONTACT INFO
MSVL = Marysville Rock Club Ed Lehman wsmced@hotmail.com h# (425) 334-6282 c# (425) 760-2786
DARR = Darrington Rock Club
“
“
“
“
“
“
“
:
SPOK = Spokane Rock Rollers Mike Shaw mikeshawmoose@yahoo.com (509) 251-1574 or (509) 244-8542
NOA = Northwest Opal Tony Johnson (253) 863-9238
POW = All Rockhounds Pow Wow Larry Vess vessel3755@gmail.com or (253)473-3908
Keep updated on http://www.mineralcouncil.wordpress.com Land management changes, and roads close regularly. There is a
area on web page with tool category in pictures and names of tools.
Always have proper cloths and gear for conditions. Be prepared with safety, first aid, food and drink.
A week before trips I (Ed Lehman) will have a pdf file with map and info for that trip I can send you on request. I will do the
same for trip host.
Try to be at the meeting site 30 minutes before trip time for details and instructions with a full tank of gas.
Use code of ethics, keep our lands open to rockhounding.
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Local Area Shows for 2018
June 2018
9th 10am—5pm
10th 10am—5pm

Butte Mineral
and Gem Club

Annual Show
$3 adults, 12 & under free w/
Adult

Butte Civic Center Annex
1340 Harrison Avenue
Butte MT

June 2018
15th 10am—5pm
16th 10am—5pm
17th 10am—4pm

Lower Umpqua Gem
&
Lapidary Society

Treasures from the Earth Rock
and Gem Show

Reedsport Community Building
415 Winchester Avenue
Reedsport OR

July 2018
27th 9am—6pm
28th 9am—6pm
29th 9am—5pm

Washington Agate
and
Mineral Society

Rock and Gem show
during
Tenino Oregon Trail Days

August 2018
3rd 10pm—5pm
4th 10am—5pm
5th 10am—4pm

Far West Lapidary & Gem
Society

556h Annual Gem
and Mineral Show
$1 adults, 12 & under
free w/Adult

August 2018
11th 9am—5pm
12th 10am—5pm

Maplewood Rock and Gem
Club

12th Annual Rock
and
Mineral Sale

August 2018
18th 9am—5pm

Shelton Rock and
Mineral Society

9th Annual Tailgate Rock Sale
and Swap Meet
Tailgate spots $40

Parkside Elementary School
301 Central Avenue E
Tenino WA 98589
North Bend Community Center
2222 N. Broadway
North Bend, OR
Maplewood Rock and Gem Clubhouse
8802 196th ST SW
Edmonds WA

MCRA
2100 E Johns Prairie Rd
Shelton, WA
To register contact
Susan @ 360-275-9432 or
SRMS242@yahoo.com

September 2018
8th 10am - 5pm
9th 10am - 5pm

Marcus Whitman Gem and
Mineral Society

49th Annual Gem
and Mineral show
$3, 12 & under free w/Adult

September 2018
22nd 10am - 5pm
23rd 10am - 4pm

Cascade Mineralogical Society

Annual show

Idaho Falls Gem
& Mineral Society

8th Annual Rockhounds
Rock, Gem, and Mineral sale
Adults $3, 12 and under free

October 2018
6th 10am - 5pm
7th 10am—5pm

Marysville Rock and Gem
club

44th Rocktoberfest

October 2018
12th 10am - 6pm
13th 10am - 6pm
14th 10am—5pm

Portland Regional
Rock and Gem Show

38th Annual
$5, under 12 free with adult

October 2018
20th 10am - 6pm
21st 10am - 5pm

Hell’s Canyon Gem Club

52nd Annual Show
$3, children under
12 free w/adult

November 2018
10th 9am - 5pm
11th 10am - 5pm

Maplewood Rock and Gem
Club

Annual Fall Show

Maplewood Rock and Gem Clubhouse
8802 196th ST SW
Edmonds WA

December 2018
9th 9am - 5pm
9th 10am - 5pm

Maplewood Rock and Gem
Club

7th Annual Winter Bazaar

Maplewood Rock and Gem Clubhouse
8802 196th ST SW
Edmonds WA

Rock Rollers Club
of Spokane

60th Annual Gem,
Jewelry and Mineral Show
Adults $6, Scout in uniform
and children under 12 free

October 2018
6th 9am - 5pm

March 2019
22nd 10am – 6pm
23rd 10am – 6pm
24th 10am – 4pm
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Walla Walla County Fairgrounds
Community Center Building
363 Orchard St., Walla Walla WA
Green River College
12401 SE 320th St
Auburn, WA

Pinecrest Event Center
560 Anderson
Idaho Falls, ID

Totem Middle School Cafeteria
1605 7th Street NE
Marysville WA
New Location
Clackamas County Fairgrounds
694 NE 4th Avenue
Canby , OR

Nez Perce County Fair Building
1229 Burrell Avenue
Lewiston ID

Spokane County Fair & Expo Center
N. 604 Havana
Spokane WA
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Westside Board Meeting
June 19, 2018
7:30 PM
Maplewood Clubhouse
8802 196th St SW
Edmonds
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