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New e-mail address: mineralcouncil@zoho.com. Please
update your address books.
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May 21, 2019
Westside Board Meeting
AGENDA
Opening of Meeting
Treasurer's Report
à Kathy Earnst
Committee Reports
à Wagonmaster -Ed Lehman
Old Business
New Business
Open Comments
Adjourn

Vesta Bettinger called the meeting to order. At 7:40pm. There
were not enough board members for a quorum but we proceeded with the meeting anyway.
There was no treasurer’s report as Kathy Earnst was not in
attendance.
Wagonmaster report:
Ed brought in samples of the “Rainbow Chert” from the new
collecting area near Verlot. He also brought in some examples
of the concretions to be collected near the same area.

Meeting Calendar for 2019

The next field trip will be 06/30/19 to Saddle Mt.

West side board meetings:
01/15, 02/19, 03/19, 05/21, 07/16, 11/19 (if needed)

No old business

At 7:30PM at the
Maplewood Clubhouse
8802 196th St SW, Edmonds

New business:
Glenn reported that Bob Pattie had received a notice to file
objections to the Snoquera Landscape Analysis Project Draft
Decision. Objections may be filed until 45 days after 05/15/19.
Glenn will send out the notification to newsletter recipients to
pass along to their club members.

General meetings :
04/06, 06/01, 09/28, 10/26
All general meetings will be held at:

Ed reported that Spencer Seymour, a zeolite expert and club
member, passed away Sunday evening.

Palace Café
4th & Main
Ellensburg
Meeting @ 9:30 AM

Meeting adjourned,
Submitted by,
Glenn Morita, Secretary Pro-Tem

GPS Co-ordinates Needed
The WSMC needs the GPS co-ordinates of any and all of the
collecting sites in the state. In an effort to make the map
booklets as accurate as possible the Mineral Council is asking
for everyone to record GPS readings while on field trips
The data can also be used to help in our fight to keep our
collecting areas open.
Quarterly Meeting of the WSMC June 1, 2019
Meeting called to order by Aaron at 9:52
In attendance: Ed Lehman, Wagon Master- Marysville / Darrington Clubs; Aaron Wigant, President- Spokane Rock Rollers, Vesta Bettinger, Vice President & Mike Surprenant- North
Seattle Lapidary & Mineral Club / Marysville, Vickie FosterShelton Rock and Mineral Society, Diane Myers- Shelton Rock
and Mineral Society, Carolyn & David Mastin, Trustee- Ellensburg Rock Wolves

Download the PDF or Word version from the WSMC
website in the Misc. Resources menu.

Treasurer’s Report: No report due to Kathy Earnst’s absence

27871 Minkler Road
Sedro Woolley, WA 98284

Dues are due

Please send the dues and form to Kathy Earnst
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Wagon Master’s Report: WSMC is still in dire need of a new
Wagon Master. Please contact Ed.

Mineral Council and without, we may not exist. Please contact
Bob Pattie to place single or bulk orders of the Map Book for
your club and personal use.

Field Trip to Granite Falls/Verlot area on May 25th was attended by about 40 people who had luck finding colorful sheeted
chert up to 6” in the morning. Ed reported the second half of
the trip to collect concretions was not as successful with only 1
or 2 people having any luck because there have been many
changes in the area over the past 35 years and they must not
have been at the right stream or someone had moved the
bridge.

Meeting Adjourned at 10:25 am
Vesta Bettinger

Upcoming trip to Saddle Mountain for petrified wood is on
Sunday, June 30th, 2019 (hosted by the Marysville club). Meet
at 9am at Leprechaun Supermarket in Mattawa, WA. Please
contact Ed one week prior for details. The collecting area will
be at an off area away from the microwave towers so meet at
the Market and expect to do VERY well as the limit is up to 25
lbs. and one piece.
On Saturday July 20th, 2019 the Darrington Rock & Gem Club
has a show and field trip to collect 2 types of Travertine that is
beige/banded and translucent/opaque. Then there will be a ¼
mile hike in for collecting Picture Jasper, Serpentine, Chert,
and Agate at a river. Meet in the Grange at 11 am to go on the
trip. The show starts at 10am-5pm Saturday and Sunday at the
Mansford Grange and hosts 50% commercial dealers and 50%
local, amateur dealers.
Ed will be liquidating several tons of his personal collection
which will include prime specimens from Walker Valley,
Graveyard Point, red/green and yellow moss and plume agate,
carmel thundereggs, and rainbow obsidian. Lots of good finds
from Ed’s 57 years of collecting and many from localities
listed in the Map book.

Mexican Crazy Lace Agate

Cabbers find sweet spots between the fractures.
April 16, 2018
by Russ Kaniuth

Old Business: Please note that the National Parks Grizzly Bear
reintroduction program is still an active item and we will be
looking for more information in the future as this will affect
rockhounding via road closures. It is deemed that once a road
has been closed for 5 years it is as if it never existed & necessary for Wilderness.

Mexican Crazy Lace agate is probably the best known and
most widely used lapidary material since the 1950s. Whether
it’s because of its various colors, sagenite sprays, translucent
waves of colors with parallax, bull’s-eyes, or paisley-looking
patterns with bright colors, Crazy Lace agate sure lives up to
its name!

Ed reminds us of the Greenwater Action Plan and of the financial and educational data we had to submit to logically reason
with and have a voice with that department. We had to put in a
plea to have the records from anytime they consulted privately
or publicly printed in a more widespread area and to include
Seattle and Snohomish County, although it is up to their discretion where they print the info.

Mexican Crazy Lace agate comes from the state of Chihuahua,
where the agate is embedded in limestone. Due to the mining
techniques used and how the agate is encrusted with the limestone, it can be very hard to find solid pieces yielding whole
patterns. What I have seen in the marketplace within the last
five years is mostly fractured; however, since there’s always so
much going on with the patterns and colors, it’s still fairly easy
to find really good sweet spots in the slabs to make cabs from.

New Business: HR2531 dealing with developing domestic resources and HR2579 dealing with modification of application
for mining claims.

Crazy Lace is usually slabbed by cutting against the grain so
that the waves of colors are showing. This is pretty easy to
figure out how to do; if you wash off the piece, you can usually
see which direction the patterns are running. This is not the
only way to cut this material, though.

Keep an eye out in your area and let the Mineral Council know
about any land access issues so that we can report to the American Land Access Association.

When you are ready to buy and are sorting through rough material, sometimes it’s best to know what you’re looking for. For
instance, when a piece has a botryoidal side, there’s a good
chance that if you slice that end section off and grind down a

Proceeds from the newly revised Map Books fund the insurance policy for the Walker Valley collecting area and apart
from club dues each year are the sole income supporting the
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little way, you will obtain a very different pattern with “bull’seye” orbs. In my opinion, this is one of the most beautiful patterns you can achieve when cutting Crazy Lace.

Orthoquartzite is a very pure quartz sandstone composed of
usually well-rounded quartz grains cemented by silica.
Orthoquartzite is often 99% SiO2 with only very minor
amounts of iron oxide and trace resistant minerals such as zircon, rutile and magnetite. Although few fossils are normally
present, the original texture and sedimentary structures are
preserved.

Not all the material will have that layer, but it’s much like a
treasure hunt, in which you keep cutting until you find your
favorite piece. As with any material, when cutting, always
wear a respirator mask to avoid breathing in any of the dust.
Cabbing Crazy Lace isn’t all that difficult. It’s a hard material,
so it takes time and patience, but overall, it’s one of the nicest
materials to cab. Grind the top edges of the waves slowly and
not too aggressively, since doing so might cause it to separate
between layers. I’ve had this happen many times. In fact, it
usually will separate cleanly on a botryoidal layer within the
stone. You can use that as a natural edge to your cab for a nice
effect, or you can always epoxy the two layers back together
and, after the glue cures, go back and resume grinding where
you left off.

The term is also traditionally used for quartz-cemented quartz
arenites, and both usages are found in the literature. The typical
distinction between the two (since each is a gradation into the
other) is a metamorphic quartzite is so highly cemented, diagenetically altered, and metamorphosed so that it will fracture
and break across grain boundaries, not around them.
Quartzite is very resistant to chemical weathering and often
forms ridges and resistant hilltops. The nearly pure silica content of the rock provides little for soil; therefore, the quartzite
ridges are often bare or covered only with a very thin layer of
soil and (if any) little vegetation.

When you’re starting on the wheels, this material will cut and
shape cleanly, but be sure that you have removed as many of
the flat spots and deep scratches from the cab as possible by
the time you reach the 220 grit. Then, once you move on to the
280 grit wheel, be sure to dry the cab off often and check your
progress. You should not leave this stage with any scratches
whatsoever.

from CSME eTumbler, 05/19, via The Agatizer, 1/18

From this point on, the cabbing process should be rather routine. The stone will even look almost completely done after the
1200 grit wheel, but I would suggest going up to as high
as14000 to 50000 grit polishing wheel to get that remarkable
mirror shine to your work. With Crazy Lace, there’s usually no
need to go to any extra polishing agents, but depending on the
material, sometimes you may need to polish on a leather buff
with cerium oxide to gain that little added touch!
Find more at: https://www.rockngem.com/mexican-crazy-laceagate/
From Hard Rock News, 06/19

The Washington State Mineral Council
web site has MOVED.

Quartzite (Not The Other Quartszite, The Boring
Stuff In Your Bathroom)

Please update your web browsers to the new URL
https://mineralcouncil.wordpress.com/. The old URL
www.mineralcouncil.org will continue to re-direct you to the
new location.

Quartzite (from German: Quarzite) is a hard, nonfoliated metamorphic rock which was originally pure quartz sandstone.
Sandstone is converted into quartzite through heating and pressure usually related to tectonic compression within orogenic
belts. Pure quartzite is usually white to grey, though quartzites
often occur in various shades of pink and red due to varying
amounts of iron oxide (Fe2O3). Other colors, such as yellow,
green, blue and orange, are due to other minerals.

New e-mail address: mineralcouncil@zoho.com. Please
update your address books.
The Mineral Council e-mail account has been moved to a new
host. Please update your address books as the old e-mail
account has been closed

When sandstone is cemented to quartzite, the individual quartz
grains recrystallize along with the former cementing material
to form an interlocking mosaic of quartz crystals. Most or all of
the original texture and sedimentary structures of the sandstone
are erased by the metamorphism. The grainy, sandpaper-like
surface becomes glassy in appearance. Minor amounts of former cementing materials, iron oxide, silica, carbonate and clay,
often migrate during recrystallization and metamorphosis. This
causes streaks and lenses to form within the quartzite.

Attention: All Newsletter Subscribers
If you, or someone you know should be receiving this newsletter
electronically and are not, please contact Bob Pattie or myself
(Glenn Morita).
We are trying to keep our mailing list current and want to make
sure that everyone who wants an electronic version of the
newsletter gets one.
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2019 WSMC SPONSORED FIELD TRIPS
The WA St. Mineral Council plans guided fieldtrips to collecting sites. Open to member clubs, and the general public. Most trips are
free. Included are the Pow Wow trips (must join to go on trips). Host clubs and contact persons will be set up as I gather info. For updated info, go to mineralcouncil.wordpress.com or contact Ed Lehman at wsmced@hotmail.com or h ph# (425) 334-6282
Cell# (425) 760-2786. Pow Wow Dues are $7.50 each or &15 a family. They supply 3 free breakfast’s on trips (what a deal).

Date

Meeting place and time

Material

Tools

4/20

DARR Racehorse Creek

Host Site

Hwy 542 @ Rnd about 10 miles from I-5
9:00

Fossils & Morell mushrooms

Dig &Lt HdRock

4/20-21

POW

Boat Launch 8:00

Petrified Wood

Dig & HdRock

5/25

DARR Red Br. Verlot

Verlot Ranger Station 9:00

Rainbow Chert, Concretions

Light HdRock

6/20-23

POW

Jefferson Fair Ground 8:00

Agate, Jasper, T-Eggs, Wood

Dig & HdRock

6/30

MSVL Saddle Mt Mattawa

W Mattawa Lepricon Market 9:00am

Petrified Wood, Opal(?)

Dig &HdRock

7/20

DARR Sweetwater

Darrington Rock Show 11:00

Travertine, Sauk R Bars

Dig & HdRock

8/17

PVGM Greenwater (Sat BBQ)

Enumclaw Ranger St. 9:00am

Agate, Jasper, Opal & Wood

Dig &Lt HdRock

9/7-8

POW

Teanaway @ middle fork Camp 8:00am

Geodes, Agate, Jasper & Jade

Dig & HdRock

9/21

PVGM Little Naches

Enumclaw Ranger Station 9:00am

T-Eggs, WA Lily pad & Fossil Dig &Lt HdRock

10/12

MSVL Money Creek

Money Creek Campground 9:00am

Picture Jasper

Dig & R. Bar pick

11/16

DARR Blanchard Hill

I-5 Exit 240 Gas Mart 9:00am

WA Dalmation stone/Chert

Hard rock tools

Saddle Mt Mattawa

Madras, Oregon

Red Top/Teanaway

Please wait for guide before going off collecting, and obey their rules. They are familiar with managers needs. We will get
you a good area at site.
100 % of map booklet sales goes to Walker Vly lease, insurance for access to private property and general operation of WSMC

ALWAYS contact host for updated info a week before trip !!!

HOST
CLUB
CONTACT INFO
MSVL = Marysville Rock Club Ed Lehman wsmced@hotmail.com h# (425) 334-6282 c# (425) 760-2786
DARR = Darrington Rock Club
“
“
“
“
“
“
“
:
SPOK = Spokane Rock Rollers Mike Shaw mikeshawmoose@yahoo.com (509) 251-1574 or (509) 244-8542
NOA = Northwest Opal Tony Johnson (253) 863-9238
POW = All Rockhounds Pow Wow Larry Vess vessel3755@gmail.com or (253)473-3908
Keep updated on http://www.mineralcouncil.wordpress.com Land management changes, and roads close regularly. There is a
area on web page with tool category in pictures and names of tools.
Always have proper cloths and gear for conditions. Be prepared with safety, first aid, food and drink.
A week before trips I (Ed Lehman) will have a pdf file with map and info for that trip I can send you on request. I will do the
same for trip host.
Try to be at the meeting site 30 minutes before trip time for details and instructions with a full tank of gas.
Use code of ethics, keep our lands open to rockhounding.
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Local Area Shows for 2019
June 2019
13 through 16
Thurs—Sat 9am—5pm
Sun 9am—4pm

Prineville Rockhound
Pow Wow

74th Annual Jewelry, Gem,
and Mineral Show

June 2019
14th 10am—5pm
15th 9am—5pm
16th 10am—4pm

Lower Umpqua Gem
&
Lapidary Society

Annual Rock and Gem Show

Reedsport Community Building
415 Winchester Avenue
Reedsport OR

June 2019
15th 10am—5pm
16th 10am—5pm

Butte Mineral
and Gem Club

Annual Show
$3 adults, 12 & under free w/
Adult

Butte Civic Center Annex
1340 Harrison Avenue
Butte MT

July 2019
20th 10am—5pm
21st 10am—5pm

Darrington
Rock & Gem Club

Rock and Gem Show and Sale

July 2019
20th 10am—5pm
21st 10am—5pm

Darrington
Rock & Gem Club

Rock and Gem Show and Sale
Field trip Saturday @ 11am

Mansford Grange
1265 Railroad Avenue
Darrington, WA, (behind IGA)

July 2019
26th 9am—6pm
27th 9am—6pm
28th 9am—5pm

Washington Agate
and
Mineral Society

Rock and Gem show
during
Tenino Oregon Trail Days

Parkside Elementary School
301 Central Avenue E
Tenino WA 98589

August 2019
2nd 10pm—5pm
3rd 10am—5pm
4th 10am—4pm

Far West Lapidary & Gem
Society

57h Annual Gem
and Mineral Show
$1 adults, 12 & under
free w/Adult

August 2019
10th 9am—5pm
11th 10am—5pm

Maplewood Rock and Gem
Club

13th Annual Rock
and
Mineral Sale

August 2019
17th 9am—5pm

Shelton Rock and
Mineral Society

September 2019
7th 10am - 5pm
8th 10am - 5pm

Marcus Whitman Gem and
Mineral Society

50th Annual Gem
and Mineral show
$3, 12 & under free w/Adult

September 2019
7th 9am—5pm
8th 10am—4pm

Clallam County Gem
And Mineral Association

Annual show

Vern Burton Community Center
308 East 4th Street
Port Angeles WA

September 2019
21st 10am – 5pm
22nd 10am – 4pm

Southern Washington Mineralogical Society

Annual show

Castle Rock Fairgrounds
120 Fair Lane
Castle Rock, WA

September 2019
21st 10am - 6pm
22nd 10am - 4pm

Cascade Mineralogical Society

Annual show

Green River College
12401 SE 320th St
Auburn, WA

Idaho Falls Gem
& Mineral Society

9th Annual Rockhounds
Rock, Gem, and Mineral sale
Adults $3, 12 and under free

October 2019
5th 10am - 5pm
6th 10am—5pm

Marysville Rock and Gem
club

45th Rocktoberfest

October 2019
18th 10am—6pm
19th 10am—6pm
20th 10am—4pm

Hell’s Canyon Gem Club

October 2019
5th 9am - 5pm

Field trip Saturday @ 11am

Crook County Fairgrounds
1280 Main St.
Prineville, OR

Mansford Grange
1265 Railroad Avenue
Darrington, WA, (behind IGA)

North Bend Community Center
2222 N. Broadway
North Bend, OR
Maplewood Rock and Gem Clubhouse
8802 196th ST SW
Edmonds WA

10th Annual Tailgate Rock Sale MCRA
and Swap Meet
2100 E Johns Prairie Rd
Shelton, WA
Tailgate spots $40
Walla Walla County Fairgrounds
Community Center Building
363 Orchard St., Walla Walla WA

Pinecrest Event Center
560 Anderson
Idaho Falls, ID

Totem Middle School Cafeteria
605 7th Street NE
Marysville WA

2019 Northwest Federation Show Nez Perce County Fair Building
and
1229 Burrell Avenue
Hell’s Canyon Annual Show
Lewiston ID 83501
$3/day, $8 three day pass
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Westside Board Meeting
July 16, 2019
7:30 PM
Maplewood Clubhouse
8802 196th St SW
Edmonds

COUNCIL REPORTER, Monthly publication of The
Washington State Mineral Council
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