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WASHINGTON STATE MINERAL COUNCIL 
2018 OFFICERS 

OFFICERS 
President Aaron Wigant  aaronwigant@rocketmail.com     (509) 263-3401  
VP  Carolyn Fry  CarolynFry1993@gmail.com     
2nd VP  Dave Mastin  davemastin@yahoo.com        
Secretary Diana Horsfall  dianahorsfall@comcast.net    (206) 818-9507 
Treasurer Kathy Earnst   earnstkk@comcast.net      (360) 856-0588  
Imm Past Pres: Vesta Bettinger  vestab.rocks@gmail.com     (206) 679-3142 

TRUSTEES --- EAST SIDE 
Barbara (Bobbie) Premo       (17-18-19)  
Gilbert Trujillo         (19-20-21) 
Jeannie Kimberly    jgkimberly@comcast.net  (19-20-21)  (509) 828-9568 
Margaret Sherry    spomarg@gmail.com   (19-20-21)  (512) 487-9698 

TRUSTEES --- WEST SIDE 
Bob Pattie  4316 N. E. 10th, Renton, WA  98059  (18-19-20)  (425) 226-3154 
Glenn Morita  gmorita@seanet.com    (17-18-19)  (425) 743-6249 
Ed Lehman  wsmced@hotmail.com    (17-18-19)  (425) 334-6282  
Diane Korf        (16-17-18) 
Diane Myers        (18-19-20)  (360)-427-1569 
Carolyn Fry  CarolynFry1993@gmail.com   (19-20-21) 

The West Side Board meets the third Tuesday of each month between combined meetings, unless a special meeting is 
called.  Usually no meeting in July and December dependent on Board action. 

MAILING ADDRESS 
Washington State Mineral Council 

27871 Minkler Road 
Sedro Woolley, WA  98284 

WEB PAGE ADDRESS 
https://mineralcouncil.wordpress.com 

Editor's e-mail address 
gmorita@seanet.com 

 
The old URL www.mineralcouncil.org will continue to re-direct you to 
the new location. 
 
New e-mail address: mineralcouncil@zoho.com.  Please 
update your address books. 

STAFF 
 

Editor  Glenn Morita 4528 152nd Pl SW, Lynnwood, WA  98087    (425) 743-6249 
Historian Jackie Pattie 4316 N. E. 10th, Renton, WA  98059    (425) 226-3154 
Wagonmaster open   
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Meeting Calendar for 2019 
 

West side board meetings: 
01/15, 02/19, 03/19, 05/21, 07/16, 11/19 (if needed) 
 
At 7:30PM at the 
Maplewood Clubhouse 
8802 196th St SW, Edmonds 
 
General meetings : 
04/06, 06/01, 09/21, 10/19 
 
All general meetings will be held at: 
 
Palace Café 
4th & Main 
Ellensburg 
Meeting @ 9:30 AM 
 

The Council Reporter 

September 21, 2019 
Combined Board Meeting 

AGENDA 
 

Pres. Opening of Meeting 
Treasurer's Report 
à Kathy Earnst 
Committee Reports 
à Wagonmaster 
Old Business 
New Business 
Open Comments 
Adjourn 

 

 
 
 
Bob Pattie opened the meeting at 7:35pm 
 
Kathy handed out the treasurer’s report. 
 
Bob submitted  bill for the newsletter. He also reported that the 
newsletter cost has increased from $0.04 per page to $0.06 per 
page.  The map booklets have also increased from $5 to $6.  Bo 
also recommended that we continue sending hard copy newsletters 
to the government agencies in our mailing list. 
 
The topic of the number of board meetings per year was brought 
up.  Many times we do not have a quorum because of poor weath-
er or other issues.  We may not necessarily need to meet as often 
since people are working on issues whether they make it to meet-
ings or not.  Communication by e-mail may be sufficient to con-
duct much of the business of the council.  This will be one of the 
main topics to be discussed at the meeting in September. 
 
Bob brought up several items going on with the government. 
 
The BLM released the Draft Environmental Impact Statement  for 
Fuel Breaks in the Great Basin.  This is a 223 million acre area 
that covers portions of Idaho, Oregon, Washington, California, 
Nevada, and Utah. 
 
Senate Bill S491, America’s Public Land Act of 2019, seeks to re-
affirm the policy of the United States with respect to management 
authority over public land, and for other purposes. 
 
The House has introduced a bill which among other things de-
fines casual use as the non-commercial removal of mineral 
resources.  Copy and paste the URL below for the full bill. 
 
https://naturalresources.house.gov/imo/media/doc/HR__%20
(Rep.%20Grijalva)%20Hardrock%20Leasing%20and%
20Reclamation%20Act%20of%202019.pdf 
 
Wagonmaster: 
Ed reported that the recent field trips were well attended with a 
lot of new people.  A lot of good material has been collected.  
Many of the collecting sites are “drive up” locations which 
makes it easy for beginners. 
 
At field trip to collect travertine will leave from the show in 
Darrington on 07/20/19.  River bar collecting will also be part 
of the trip. 
 
Next field trips are 08/17-18 to the Greenwater area, and 09/07
-08 to Red Top and the Teanaway. 
 
The collecting area around First Creek is no longer on private 
land and has reverted back to the DNR. 
 
Meeting adjourned, 
Submitted by 
Glenn Morita, Secretary Pro-tem 
 

GPS Co-ordinates Needed 
 
The WSMC needs the GPS co-ordinates of any and all of the 
collecting sites in the state.  In an effort to make the map 
booklets as accurate as possible the Mineral Council is asking 
for everyone to record GPS readings while on field trips 
The data can also be used to help in our fight to keep our 
collecting areas open. 

Dues are due 
 
Download the PDF or Word version from the WSMC 
website in the Misc. Resources menu. 
 
Please send the dues and form to Kathy Earnst 
 
27871 Minkler Road 
Sedro Woolley, WA  98284 
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The La Brea Series of Articles 
by Steve Mulqueen 

 
The Fossil Record at the Page Museum of La Brea Discoveries 
 
The natural petroleum seeps located at Hancock Park in Los 
Angeles are examples of huge seeps that once occurred along 
active fault traces in this general area during the Pleistocene 
Epoch. The seepage of crude oil and asphaltum is thought to 
date back approximately 50,000 years. The oldest age of fossil 
bone from Rancho La Brea, based upon the carbon-14 age-
dating method, has revealed dates of approximately 38,000 
years old. 
 
The fossil record from the excavations at Rancho La Brea rep-
resents one of the best-preserved assemblages of Pleistocene 
vertebrate fossils in the world. With fossil bones, some consist-
ing of large extinct mammals, there exists an abundance of 
invertebrate animal and plant remains. 
 
Excavations, conducted by staff and volunteers at Pit 91 and 
Project 23, continue to the present day. There are many 
mysteries that remain regarding the fossil record at La Brea. 
Listed below are some of the conclusions published by the 
Page Museum, based upon over 100 years of excavating fos-
sils, cleaning specimens, identifying remains, museum catalog-
ing and the managing of a huge specimen inventory. 
 
Important Information Regarding the Fossil Record at the Page 
Museum of La Brea Discoveries 
Pleistocene fossils, 38,000 - 11,000 years old. 
Holocene fossils less than 11,000 years old. 
Since 1906, excavated over 1 million fossil bones. 
Represent 231 species of vertebrate animals. 
Include 235 species of invertebrate animals. 
And 159 species of plants. 
More than 3 million museum specimens. 
Project 23 - Expected to double the number of bones in the 
museum collection. Project 23 derives its name from the 
twenty-three large blocks that were extracted in 2006 at a con-
struction site for a parking structure at the Los Angeles County 
Museum of Art. This site is located immediately west of the 
Page Museum within Hancock Park. The excavation of fossils 
from these large blocks is expected to take many decades in-
volving meticulous work with long-term funding needed from 
many sources. 
 
Conclusion: A portion of the fossil assemblage that was exca-
vated from the Hancock Park region of the original Rancho La 
Brea is on exhibit at the Page Museum of La Brea Discoveries 
in Los Angeles. The occurrence of natural petroleum seeps 
played an essential role in preserving Ice Age animal and plant 
remains beginning in the Late Pleistocene Epoch. The fossil 
collection on exhibit at the Page Museum is just a fraction of 
the fossil specimens that are in storage or still in the ground 
waiting to be discovered and unearthed. Only time will tell 
what other great mysteries will be solved through the hard 
work and dedication by museum staff, students and volunteers 
involving meticulous excavations and fossil preparations. Fos-
sil research will continue at the Page Museum, as long as there 
is funding to support the museum’s long-term goals and objec-
tives. 

Fossil Preservation at Rancho La Brea 
 
Petroleum seeps played an important role in preserving ancient 
Ice Age fossils at Rancho La Brea in present-day Los Angeles. 
There were many factors that led to animals being trapped in 
the asphaltum during the early Pleistocene through the Holo-
cene Epochs. Listed below are important conditions that at-
tracted animals to this area and created unusual depositional 
environments that preserved plant and animal remains. 
 
Petroleum Seeps Provided: 
Animal habitat, related to plant life and food associated with 
petroleum seeps. 
Salt brine source, water and salt are essential for animal metab-
olism. 
Rainwater retention, in shallow asphaltum-lined depressions 
and basins. 
Animal traps, in soft asphaltum. 
Petroleum acts as a preservative, saturating animal bones. 
Petroleum seeps formed a fossil ‘package’ within and along-
side the original near-surface pathways of the rising fluids. 
 
Paleontologists excavating at Rancho La Brea find high-
concentrations of plant and animal remains within these for-
mally active seeps. 
 
Bones And Other Remains Are Protected From: 
Solar radiation and the detrimental affects of ultraviolet light. 
Oxidation, from exposure to the atmosphere. 
Acid rain, weak carbonic acid formed naturally in the atmos-
phere. 
Breakage and dispersion of bones, caused by animal move-
ment. 
Breakage and dispersion of bones, caused by surface erosion. 
Biodegradation on the surface, within soils and in alluvium. 
Bioturbation, common within soils due to the action and move-
ment of organisms. 
Clay expansion/contraction, common within soils and alluvi-
um. 
 
Conclusion: The remains of ancient Ice Age animals and plants 
were preserved at present-day Rancho La Brea as a direct 
result of unusual depositional conditions related to petroleum 
seeps. This geologic setting resulted in the preservation of a 
world-class fossil assemblage. These fossils represent a win-
dow into the past and reveal an environment that existed during 
the Late Pleistocene. 
 
Many mysteries remain to be uncovered and resolved through 
the process involving the excavation and detailed research of 
fossils at Rancho La Brea. Staff and volunteers at the Page 
Museum of La Brea Discoveries continue to seek for new clues 
to these mysteries through their dedicated efforts. 
 
Rancho La Brea Fossil Deposits: An Abundance of Carnivo-
rous Animals Represented in the Fossil Record 
 
When paleontologists at the Page Museum examine the variety 
of animals that have been discovered and excavated at Rancho 
La Brea, they find an abundance of meat-eating carnivores, as 
compared to plant-eating herbivores. The proportion of carni-
vores to herbivores in the fossil record at La Brea is about sev-
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The Washington State Mineral Council 
web site has MOVED. 

 
Please update your web browsers to the new URL 
https://mineralcouncil.wordpress.com/.  The old URL 
www.mineralcouncil.org will continue to re-direct you to the 
new location. 
 
New e-mail address: mineralcouncil@zoho.com.  Please 
update your address books. 
 
The Mineral Council e-mail account has been moved to a new 
host.  Please update your address books as the old e-mail 
account has been closed 

lecting.” These activities were conflated in the Draft Plan and 
related documents; they were carried over into the Final Plan.  
 
The joint SDMG-CFMS letter was co-signed by officers of the 
AFMS, the Rocky Mountain Federation of Mineralogical Soci-
eties, Stewards of the Sequoia, several gem-mineral societies 
and individual hobby collecting advocates.  
 
Not only is the final plan extremely disappointing, it is hard not 
to interpret the blanket ban on hobby collecting as a pointed 
repudiation of recreational values, even low impact activities 
like Rockhounding.  
 
Via San Diego Mineral & Gem Society, 06/19 
 

SKUNKED  
By Belle Meyers  

I hurried toward a leafy glade,  
Searching for some noon-time shade.  

Limping on blisters – holes in my socks,  
Wishing I knew where to find some rocks.  

I sat down ‘neath some wide-spreading boughs,  
Then I heard Rover’s excited “Bow-Wows”.  

Just when he was warmed to the chase,  
A straight-shooting skunk got him in the face.  

Well, Rover whimpered and sneezed and growled,  
Then he sat right down and howled. As a fearless hunter, he 

sure was a bust,  
His only thought was to roll in the dust.  

So I sat on in my leafy glade,  
Barefoot and cool in the afternoon shade.  

My empty bag and the way the tools clunked,  
Told me it wasn’t just Rover who was skunked.  

But there’s always tomorrow or some other time,  
When we just might find that Rock Sublime.  

And we can holler and boast and brag,  
As we come home with a will-filled bag.  

 
Via Carny Hound, 06/19 

Attention: All Newsletter Subscribers 
 
If you, or someone you know should be receiving this newsletter 
electronically and are not, please contact Bob Pattie or myself 
(Glenn Morita). 
 
We are trying to keep our mailing list current and want to make 
sure that everyone who wants an electronic version of the 
newsletter gets one. 

en to one, amongst the mammals and birds. 
 
In the normal food chain, there are many more herbivores than 
carnivores. This is also the case with animals preserved at most 
other significant Pleistocene fossil sites throughout the world. 
However, conditions during the Pleistocene around the petrole-
um seeps at what is now Rancho La Brea were different. 
 
When large herbivores became trapped in the thick tar, they 
attracted carnivores that would feed on their carcasses. Some 
of those carnivores in-turn became trapped. An example may 
include: One horse stuck in the asphaltum may have resulted in 
attracting a few saber-toothed cats and some dire wolves. 
 
At times, the carnivores fought for access to the dead horse. 
Some of those carnivores died in battle or died after also be-
coming trapped in the asphaltum. 
 
Those carnivores that died added to the attraction as a food 
source, and the cycle continued. 
 
Via CSM Tumbler, 07/19, from Rockhound Rambling, 4/17, 5/17, & 
6/17 
 

Forest Service disses Rockhounds  
San Gabriel Mountains  

Nat’l Monument Management Plan  
June 1, 2019  

by Lisbet Thoresen  
 
THE US FOREST SERVICE has published the long-awaited 
management plan for the San Gabriel Mountains National 
Monument (SGMNM). While the Forest Service may permit 
Rockhounding on public lands under management, especially 
where it has been allowed previously, the agency often chooses 
not to be accommodating. In recent years, the California BLM 
has shown more consideration for recreational activities such 
as hobby collecting, including in recently designated National 
Monuments under its administration, but the Forest Service is 
not following BLM’s lead. Instead, it made a retrograde deci-
sion on SGMNM, citing the original language of the proclama-
tion as one of the reasons to forbid it in the Final Plan. Hobby 
collecting for personal use is now officially, entirely, and per-
manently off limits:  
 
“The Monument Proclamation withdrew all Monument lands 
from mining and surface mineral extraction. Because of this 
withdrawal, S57 is no longer applicable within the Monument 
such that no personal use collection of rock, fossils, and miner-
als is allowed.”  
(Appendix B. p. 41)  
 
Members of the Rockhound community provided detailed in-
put to the Forest Service during the comment period on the 
Draft Plan in 2016. SDMG and CFMS co-authored a letter 
(http://bit.ly/ SGMNM2016) listing hobby collecting areas in 
the San Gabriel Mountains that should be preserved. It cited 
past accommodation of hobby collecting and enumerated his-
torically or mineralogically significant collecting areas. The 
letter suggested constructive emendations to the Draft Plan 
which would clarify its provisions for hobby collecting. The 
letter also addressed the importance of differentiating 
“[commercial] mining” and “illegal mining” from “hobby col-



6 

The Council Reporter 

2019 WSMC SPONSORED FIELD TRIPS  
 
The WA St. Mineral Council plans guided fieldtrips to collecting sites. Open to member clubs, and the general public. Most trips are 
free. Included are the Pow Wow trips (must join to go on trips). Host clubs and contact persons will be set up as I gather info. For updat-
ed info, go to mineralcouncil.wordpress.com  or contact Ed Lehman at wsmced@hotmail.com or h ph# (425) 334-6282  
Cell# (425) 760-2786.  Pow Wow Dues are $7.50 each or &15 a family. They supply 3 free breakfast’s on trips (what a deal). 

ALWAYS contact host for updated info a week before trip !!! 
HOST         CLUB                                        CONTACT INFO 
MSVL = Marysville Rock Club     Ed Lehman  wsmced@hotmail.com  h# (425) 334-6282 c# (425) 760-2786 
DARR =  Darrington Rock Club        “       “         “                    “                    “          “                  “         : 
SPOK = Spokane Rock Rollers Mike Shaw  mikeshawmoose@yahoo.com  (509) 251-1574 or (509) 244-8542 
NOA = Northwest Opal  Tony Johnson  (253) 863-9238 
POW   = All Rockhounds Pow Wow Larry Vess  vessel3755@gmail.com  or (253)473-3908 
 
Keep updated on http://www.mineralcouncil.wordpress.com  Land management changes, and roads close regularly. There is a 
area on web page with tool category in pictures and names of tools. 
Always have proper cloths and gear for conditions. Be prepared with safety, first aid, food and drink. 
A week before trips I (Ed Lehman) will have a pdf file with map and info for that trip I can send you on request. I will do the 
same for trip  host. 
Try to be at the meeting site 30 minutes before trip time for details and instructions with a full tank of gas. 
Use code of ethics, keep our lands open to rockhounding. 

100 % of map booklet sales goes to Walker Vly lease,  insurance for access to private property and general operation of WSMC 
 

Please wait for guide before going off collecting, and obey their rules. They are familiar with managers needs. We will get 
you a good area at site. 

Date Host Site Meeting place and time Material Tools 
4/20 DARR Racehorse Creek Hwy 542 @ Rnd about 10 miles from I-5  

9:00 
Fossils & Morell mushrooms   Dig &Lt HdRock 

      
4/20-21 POW Saddle Mt Mattawa Boat Launch 8:00                 Petrified Wood               Dig & HdRock 

      
5/25 DARR Red Br. Verlot   Verlot Ranger Station 9:00       Rainbow Chert, Concretions  Light HdRock                                                                               

      
6/20-23 POW Madras, Oregon        Jefferson Fair Ground  8:00      Agate, Jasper, T-Eggs, Wood  Dig & HdRock 

      
6/30 MSVL Saddle Mt Mattawa  W Mattawa Lepricon Market 9:00am Petrified Wood, Opal(?) Dig &HdRock 

      
7/20 DARR Sweetwater           Darrington Rock Show 11:00       Travertine, Sauk R Bars      Dig & HdRock 

      
8/17-18 PVGM Greenwater (Sat BBQ) Enumclaw Ranger St.  9:00am    Agate, Jasper, Opal & Wood   Dig &Lt HdRock 

      
9/7-8 POW  Red Top/Teanaway    Teanaway @ middle fork Camp 8:00am  Geodes, Agate, Jasper & Jade Dig & HdRock 

      
9/21 PVGM Little Naches       Enumclaw Ranger Station 9:00am T-Eggs, WA Lily pad & Fossil Dig &Lt HdRock 

      
10/12 MSVL Money Creek  Money Creek Campground 9:00am  Picture Jasper  Dig & R. Bar pick  

      
11/16 DARR Blanchard Hill      I-5 Exit 240 Gas Mart 9:00am   WA Dalmation stone/Chert   Hard rock tools 
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  Local Area Shows for 2019 

August 2019 
2nd 10pm—5pm 
3rd 10am—5pm 
4th 10am—4pm 

Far West Lapidary & Gem 
Society  

57h Annual Gem 
and Mineral Show  

$1 adults, 12 & under 
free w/Adult 

North Bend Community Center 
2222 N. Broadway 
North Bend, OR  

August 2019 
10th 9am—5pm 
11th 10am—5pm 

Maplewood Rock and Gem 
Club 

13th Annual Rock 
and 

Mineral Sale 

Maplewood Rock and Gem Clubhouse 
8802 196th ST SW 
Edmonds  WA 

August 2019 
17th 9am—5pm 

Shelton Rock and 
Mineral Society  

10th Annual Tailgate Rock Sale 
and Swap Meet  

Tailgate spots $40 

MCRA 
2100 E Johns Prairie Rd 
Shelton, WA 

September 2019 
7th 10am - 5pm 
8th 10am - 5pm 

Marcus Whitman Gem and 
Mineral Society 

50th Annual Gem 
and Mineral show 

$3, 12 & under free w/Adult 

Walla Walla County Fairgrounds 
Community Center Building 
363 Orchard St., Walla Walla  WA 

September 2019 
7th 9am—5pm 
8th 10am—4pm 

Clallam County Gem 
And Mineral Association 

Annual show Vern Burton Community Center 
308 East 4th Street 
Port Angeles  WA 

September 2019 
21st 10am – 5pm 
22nd 10am – 4pm 

Southern Washington Min-
eralogical Society  

Annual show Castle Rock Fairgrounds  
120 Fair Lane  
Castle Rock, WA  

September 2019 
21st 10am - 6pm 
22nd 10am - 4pm 

Cascade Mineralogical So-
ciety  

Annual show Green River College 
12401 SE 320th St 
Auburn, WA  

October 2019 
5th 9am - 5pm 
 

Idaho Falls Gem 
& Mineral Society  

9th Annual Rockhounds 
Rock, Gem, and Mineral sale 
Adults $3, 12 and under free 

Pinecrest Event Center 
560 Anderson 
Idaho Falls, ID 

October 2019 
5th 10am - 5pm 
6th 10am—5pm 

Marysville Rock and Gem 
club 

45th Rocktoberfest Totem Middle School Cafeteria 
605 7th Street NE 
Marysville  WA 

October 2019 
11th 10am - 6pm 
12th 10am - 6pm 
13th 10am—5pm 

Portland Regional 
Rock and Gem Show 

39th Annual 
$5, under 12 free with adult 

New Location 
Jackson Army National Guard 
6255 NE Cornfoot Rd 
Portland  OR 

October 2019 
18th 10am—6pm 
19th 10am—6pm 
20th 10am—4pm 

Hell’s Canyon Gem Club 2019 Northwest Federation Show 
and 

Hell’s Canyon Annual Show 
$3/day, $8 three day pass 

Nez Perce County Fair Building 
1229 Burrell Avenue 
Lewiston  ID   83501 

October 2019 
26th 10am - 6pm 
27th 10am - 56m 

Bellevue Octoberfest of Gems Vasa Park 
3560 W. Lake Sammamish Pkwy SE, 
Bellevue WA  

October 2019 
26th 9am - 6pm 
27th 10am - 5pm 

Clackamette Mineral & 
Gem Club  

55th Annual Show  Clackamas County Fairgrounds 
694 NE 4th Ave  
Canby, OR 

November 2019 
9th 9am - 5pm 
10th 10am - 5pm 

Maplewood Rock and Gem 
Club 

Annual Fall Show Maplewood Rock and Gem Clubhouse 
8802 196th ST SW 
Edmonds  WA 

November 2019 
9th 9am - 5pm 
10th 10am - 4pm 

Skagit Rock & Gem Club Treasures of the Earth Sedro Woolley Community Center 
703 Pacific St 
Sedro Woolley WA 98284 

November 2019 
23rd 10am - 5pm 
24th 10am - 5pm 

Kitsap Mineral 
and Gem Society 

Fall Festival of Gems The President's Hall 
1200 NW Fairgrounds Road 
Bremerton, WA  

December 2019 
8th  9am - 5pm 
9th 10am - 5pm 

Maplewood Rock and Gem 
Club 

8th Annual Winter Bazaar Maplewood Rock and Gem Clubhouse 
8802 196th ST SW 
Edmonds  WA 
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