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Glenn opened the meeting at 7:35pm.

March 17, 2020
Westside Board Meeting
AGENDA

There were eleven people in attendance representing the Cascade, Puyallup, NW Opal, North Seattle, West Seattle, and
Maplewood club.

Opening of Meeting
Treasurer's Report
à Kathy Earnst
Committee Reports
à Wagonmaster -Ed Lehman
Old Business
New Business
Open Comments
Adjourn

Kathy presented the treasurer’s report.
The Everett club is sponsoring a Rockhound estate and Downsizing sale on February 1 at the Everett United Church of
Christ, 2624 Rockefeller Ave, Everett from 9Am to 4pm.
Ed presented the Wagonmaster’s report and proposed field trip
list for 2020. The next trip is 01/25 to the Skagit River to hunt
for jade.
Ed also reported that the Walker Valley trip will 02/15. Geodes are getting hard to find/collect but the junior vein has
been producing good agate.

Proposed Meeting Calendar for 2020
West side board meetings:
01/21, 03/17, 05/19, 09/TBD (19?)

Old Business:
Bob reported that the comment period for the Grizzly bear reintroduction plan is closed. The Forest Service will be deciding on which plan to follow and will begin implementation in
April 2020.

At 7:30PM at the
Maplewood Clubhouse
8802 196th St SW, Edmonds
General meetings :
04/18, 06/TBD (13?), 10/TBD (03?)

Bob also suggested that when possible, stop by the local DNR
or USFS office and talk to the folks there. We need to establish a relationship with the governmental agencies so we can
stay in the loop on decision that could affect our access to these
lands.

All general meetings will be held at:
Palace Café
4th & Main
Ellensburg
Meeting @ 9:30 AM

Bob also said that since we send many copies of the newsletter
to the DNR, USFS, BLM, etc., putting our comments in the
newsletter is actually valuable. They actually get read by folks
in those agencies.

GPS Co-ordinates Needed

New business:
Bob reported that the Mt. Baker Snoqualmie National Forest
has several projects happening this year. Check the Schedule
of Proposed Actions at:

The WSMC needs the GPS co-ordinates of any and all of the
collecting sites in the state. In an effort to make the map
booklets as accurate as possible the Mineral Council is asking
for everyone to record GPS readings while on field trips
The data can also be used to help in our fight to keep our
collecting areas open.

http://data.ecosystem-management.org/nepaweb/currentsopa.php?forest=110605
Tony Johnson announced that the Puyallup Valley Gem and
Mineral club will be joining the WSMC.
We welcome you and hope you will find your participation to
be well worth the effort.

Dues are due

Bob suggested that we revise the meeting schedule and frequency from the current schedule. He proposed having three
meetings in Ellensburg and three on the Westside. The meetings in Ellensburg would be in April, June, and September and
the Westside meetings the month prior for planning purposes.
This proposal will be brought up at the next meeting in Ellensburg.

Download the PDF or Word version from the WSMC
website in the Misc. Resources menu.
Please send the dues and form to Kathy Earnst
27871 Minkler Road
Sedro Woolley, WA 98284
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Elections:
Right now the proposal is to have Aaron repeat at President
and Carolyn as VP. Aaron will need to find a person for 2nd
VP.

funds for the Corps. The camels
were auctioned in 1864. Ali was
discharged from the U.S. Army
at Camp McDowell in 1870.
He next ran a freight service
between the Colorado River and
the mining establishments further east, using the few camels
he had purchased. His business
was unsuccessful, however, and
he released his camels into the
desert near Gila Bend. With
his camel adventures now in the
past, he became a legend of
sorts, talked about as a strange
yet skillful and funny person
running camels in the American
desert.

Meeting adjourned,
Submitted by,
Glenn Morita, Secretary Pro-Tem

The History of Quartzsite, Arizona
by Kat Koch
The December issue of the AFMS Newsletter had a short article (2
paragraphs) on the history of Quartzsite, AZ. I previously had no idea
how Quartzsite became the Mecca every January for recreational
rockhounds. It really piqued my interest and I wanted to know more.
In 1856 Charles Tyson and his wife Victoria arrived in the area. In the
early years of the American gold rush, pan handlers began to arrive in
Arizona searching for the precious metal. Gold deposits were discovered in the desert mountains of Plomosa and Dome Rock in the area
and a boom in the mining industry followed. Charles Tyson was a
miner who foresaw the mining potential of the area.

In 1880 Ali became an American citizen using his birth name Philip
Tedro. Ali was hired in 1885 by the US Army in Arizona, under the
command of General George Crook during the Geronimo Campaign
where he was in charge of packing mules. Later Ali moved and to
Quartzsite, AZ with his wife Gertrudis Serna and family. During his
years as a resident of Quartzsite, he did some mining in the local
mines and on occasion served as a scout for the US government. He
ended his life as a failed prospector. Local merchants helped him with
handouts. Congressman Mark Smith even tried to get him a pension,
but since he was never an official soldier in the Calvary the paperwork
wasn’t processed. He died in 1902 and was buried in the Quartzsite
Cemetery which was renamed the "Hi Jolly Cemetery" in 1903, in
honor of Hadji Al.
Hi Jolly lived well into his seventies. The locals were so fond of him
that when he died that they spent several weeks building Hi Jolly a
special pyramid tomb, made of multicolored petrified wood and
quartz. It was dedicated on Jan. 4, 1903. Thirty-three years later the
Arizona Highway Department came along and cemented a bronze
plaque to the tomb, telling Hi Jolly's story, and topped the pyramid
with a metal camel silhouette.

The Yavapai Indian Tribe (Mojave-Apache) resented the arrival of
these white settlers. The water supply was their main target. In 1856
Charles Tyson built his own private fort, Fort Tyson, for protection
against the Indian raids.

In 1897 there was a small
mining boom. The establishment of the railroad affected
the commercial aspect of the
area since most people preferred to travel by train.
However, Tyson’s Well
stage station continued to
provide rest and refreshment
to travelers and freight drivers plus general supplies and
mining supplies. It's reported that Tyson Wells had 3 general stores, 11 saloons, hotel, barber
shop and Chinese restaurant and a short lived post office. With the
boom and arrival of the railroad it became necessary to reopen the
post office. A new name had to be found since the post office did not
permit offices to re-open the post office under formerly used names. It
was suggested the name Quartzite, since quartzite is actually found in
the vicinity, but quartz is not. However, the post office in error apparently added an "s" to the name. Today Quartzsite is approximately
nine miles east of the old Tyson's Wells which lay nineteen miles
from Ehrenberg. Therefore, a different name was doubly suited.

In 1864 Tyson hand dug a well. Between 1866-1867 the Tyson’s Well
Stage Station was built. It was a stop on the famous Butterfield Overland Mail route between Ehrenburg, AZ and Prescott, AZ to and from
Riverside, CA.
In 1875 a traveler described the place as being “the most melancholy
and uninviting place that they had ever seen. It reeks of everything
unclean, morally and physically.” The route was used to transport not
only travelers but supplies to support the miners and US Army.
Hadji Ali (1828 - December 16, 1902), he was also known as "Hi
Jolly" and "Philip Tedro", was a Turkish citizen of Greater Syrian,
who were among the men hired by the US Army to introduce camels
as beasts of burden to transport cargo across the "Great American
Desert." In 1857 the US Army brought in 77 camels for building projects as they could carry 2 to 3 times the weight of mules and could
survive on less water. Ali was the lead camel driver during the US
Army's experiment with the US Camel Corps. The cost of the American Civil War resulted in Congress did no longer approving more
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2020 WSMC SPONSORED FIELD TRIPS
The WA St. Mineral Council plans guided fieldtrips to collecting sites. Open to member clubs, and the general public. Most trips are
free. Included are the Pow Wow trips (must join to go on trips). Host clubs and contact persons will be set up as I gather info. For updated info, go to mineralcouncil.wordpress.com or contact Ed Lehman at wsmced@hotmail.com or h ph# (425) 334-6282
Cell# (425) 760-2786. Pow Wow Dues are $7.50 each or &15 a family. They supply 3 free breakfast’s on trips (what a deal).

Date

Meeting place and time

Material

Tools

01/25

DARR So Skagit

Host Site

9am Hwy 9 & South Skagit Hwy P & R

Jade, Hematite & more

Stream Bar

02/15
03/21

MSVL Walker Valley
MSVL Beaver Valley

Big Lake Store 9am
Beaver Valley Rd Info Center

Geodes & Agates
Geodes, Zeolites & Calcite

Hard rock tools
Hard Rock Tools

04/04
DARR Racehorse Creek
04/18-19 POW Saddle Mt Mattawa

Hwy 542 @ Round About 10 m I-5 9am Fossils & Morell mushrooms Dig &Lt Hard
Boat Launch 8am
Petrified Wood
Dig & Hard Rock

05/09

DARR Cascade River

Marblemount @ 9am left turn

05/23

DARR Red Bridge Verlot

Verlot Ranger Station 9am

06/23-28 POW
06/27

Madras Oregon

Jefferson Fair Ground 8am

MSVL Saddle Mt

Mattawa W Mattawa Lepricon Market
9am
07/20
DARR Sweetwater
Darrington Rock Show 11am
08/15-16 PVGM Greenwater (Sat BBQ) Enumclaw Ranger St. 9am
09/12-13 POW

Red Top/Teanaway

09/19

N O A Little Naches

10/24

MSVL Money Creek Skykomish
DARR Blanchard Hill

11/21

Talc, Listwonite etc (small
Hardrock Tools
fee)
Rainbow Chert, Concretions Light Hardrock
Agate, Jasper, T-Eggs,
Wood
Petrified Wood maybe Opal

Dig & Hard Rock
Dig &Hard Rock

Travertine, Sauk R Bars
Dig & Hard Rock
Agate, Jasper, Opal & Wood Dig & lite hard rok

Teanaway @ Middle Fork Campground
8am
Hwy 410 & FR 19 10am

Geodes, Agate, Jasper &
Dig & Hard Rock
Jade
T-Eggs, WA Lily pad & Fossil Dig & lite hard rk

Money Ck Campground 9am

Picture Jasper

I-5 Exit 240 Gas Mart 9am

WA Dalmation stone & Chert Hard rock tools

Dig & R. Bar pick

This area left open for you or your club can volunteer to lead more trips
Contact Ed and I will fill in the blank space for you wsmced@hotmail.com (425) 334-6282 (425) 760-2786
I am handicapped at the moment. As you can see all trips listed are drive right to
Please wait for guide before going off collecting, and obey their rules. They are familiar with managers needs. We will get you a good
area at site.
100 % of map booklet sales goes to Walker Valley lease, insurance for access to private property and general operation of WSMC

Many trips need Discover Pass, Trailhead Pass & Forest Pass. Ask when you inquire about trip
ALWAYS contact host for updated info a week before trip !!!
HOST

CLUB

CONTACT INFO

MSVL = Marysville Rock Club Ed Lehman wsmced@hotmail.com h# (425) 334-6282 c# (425) 760-2786
DARR = Darrington Rock Club
“
“
“
“
“
“
“
:
SPOK = Spokane Rock Rollers Mike Shaw mikeshawmoose@yahoo.com (509) 251-1574 or (509) 244-8542
N O A = Tony Johnson (253) 863-9238
PVGM = Dennis Bachelor (360) 870-8741
POW = All Rockhounds Pow Wow Larry Vess vessel3755@gmail.com or (253)473-3908
Keep updated on http://www.mineralcouncil.zoho.com Land management changes, and roads close regularly. There is a
area on web page with tool category in pictures and names of tools.
Always have proper cloths and gear for conditions. Be prepared with safety, first aid, food and drink.
A week before trips I (Ed Lehman) will have a pdf file with map and info for that trip I can send you on request. I will do
the same for trip host.
Try to be at the meeting site 30 minutes before trip time for details and instructions with a full tank of gas.
Use code of ethics, keep our lands open to rockhounding.
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By 1900, less than 20 people lived in town. The major problem was
the lack of water at the mines, which affected production. Water
brought from La Paz, AZ sold for $1 a gallon to $5 a barrel. Most gold
was recovered by primitive dry washing. From 1900 to 1960, election
records listed a population from as few as 14 to a few hundred during
the Depression, to 50 in 1960 on a permanent basis.

Four Corners, in the eastern Mojave, near the junction of Hwy 58/
Hwy 395, rockhounds reputedly find blue.
The “mosses” of moss agate – not organic material at all but chlorite or celadonite, are visible
impurities in the agate. Scientists attempt to
distinguish between the two by determining, if
possible, whether the dendrite/moss or the mineral rock formed first. The moss forms while
the chalcedony is still gel-like and can then
form three-dimensional shapes within the stone.
Moss agate, also widely distributed, can be a variety of colors: green,
black, white, yellow, red, orange, and tan. It is widely used in jewelry,
and polishes beautifully, if care is taken not to cut into and pluck the
moss.

In 1936 SR95 was extended north through Quartzsite to SR72 in
Bouse,AZ. It became US95 in 1960. In 1965 the Quartzsite Improvement Association started the Pow-Wow with an attendance of 16,00
people. The shows began to bring in more people and snow-birds and
the town began to grow. The population in 2019 is estimated at 3,766.
Growing at approximately 100 people a year.
Today about 2,000 vendors go to Quartzsite
every year to sell rocks,
minerals, gems, fossils,
and jewelry. Setting up
outside is not easy for
the dealers. Besides the
unpredictable weather,
dust covers everything
and it is a daily, neverending chore to keep the
bins and displays clean.
Vendors also have to secure their merchandise, tables, and tents every
night, not only against theft but primarily against potential rain or
wind damage. Altogether there are about 10 shows in Quartzsite from
late December to late February. Today attendance tops well over 1
million people.

Multi-colored balls can appear in rhyolite flows. Rhyolite is a fine
grained igneous rock, it may contain sufficient silica to take a brilliant polish, and is
sometimes called jasper. Orbicular material
usually appears as a mass of rhyolite that has
silicated. As the rhyolite cools, sometimes
excess silica starts to precipitate out of the
magma, forming spherical balls. The ball
shape is the form that any extremely concentrated silica (cristobalite) takes, as opposed
to the crystal form in dilute concentrations.
However, any material that by composition
or consistency is immiscible (not mixable) with the host magma will
also form balls. Regional metamorphism can also form orbicular jaspers. We hear names like Rainforest Jasper from Australia, Leopard
Skin Jasper from Mexico, Poppy Jasper from California, and Ocean
Jasper from Madagascar. We may find one color surrounding another,
or bands of balls, and veils of lighter colors staining the background.

So I guess in conclusion, Quartzsite is known for three things: it's rich
American history in the movement west, Hi Jolly and the Annual
Quartzsite Pow-Wow.

Polka Dot Agate, from Oregon, has
iron-rich spheres floating in a
snowy, extremely fine-grained jasper, along with veils of golden
brown. The material is so finegrained it is almost chert and resembles porcelain. The rock distinction
of jasper and chert is: if it is attractive, it is jasper; if it is dull, it is
chert. Some jasper represents replaced limestone or dolomite, some
occurs as nodules, and sometimes it is part of the gangue of mineral
deposits by hydrothermal or meta-somatic processes. Agates are translucent and usually banded, with subvitreous luster; jasper is opaque
with a dull to pearly luster; to a rockhound, jaspagate is a fine mixture
of the beautiful oxides.

Via CSM Tumbler, 01/20

DENDRITES VS. MOSS AGATES:
ORBICULAR JASPER VS. POLKA DOT AGATE
We are usually delighted, but not surprised, to find inclusions in crystals, e.g., quartz of one color or another, rutile, sagenite, and “stars.”
The appearance of inclusions in microcrystalline varieties of quartz,
however, have a mysterious ambiance that brings out the namemaking propensities of collectors. When our vision of inclusions is
obscured, our imagination takes hold. Chalcedony (clear to cloudy),
agates (clear but usually banded), and jasper (opaque) are all
variations of silica oxides, with hardness between 6 and 7, which
makes them very suitable for polishing. They may all have included
material, and the nature of the inclusion is dictated by the composition
of the host rock material and the manner of
rock formation. Dendritic chalcedony and moss
agate are terms or names frequently applied to
the same material. They are basically similar,
but dendrites can form not only in chalcedony
and agate, but also on limestone and soapstone
and some sandstones. The dendrites, so called
from the Greek dendron, or tree, are branching
structures of mainly manganese and iron oxides, in or on the host material. Dendrites occur in many places in the
world, basically whenever water rich in oxides flows across rocks.
The dendrites form on a surface and are two-dimensional, like snowflakes or frost crystals on a windowpane. If the rock is chalcedony, the
dendrite forms on the surface, but more chalcedony may entomb it.
The dendrites are usually earthy, black, brown, or reddish, but near

From Hard Rock News, 01/20, via Calumet Gem; via BEMS Tumbler,
3/09; Rocky Trails 11/09; Golden Spike News 11/19

Attention: All Newsletter Subscribers
If you, or someone you know should be receiving this newsletter
electronically and are not, please contact Bob Pattie or myself
(Glenn Morita).
We are trying to keep our mailing list current and want to make
sure that everyone who wants an electronic version of the
newsletter gets one.
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Local Area Shows for 2020
December 2019
8th 9am - 5pm
9th 10am - 5pm

Maplewood Rock and Gem
Club

8th Annual Winter Bazaar

February 2020
8th 9am—5pm
9th 9am—4pm

Whidbey Island Gem Club

55th Annual
Sweetheart
of Gems Show

Oregon Agate
and Mineral Society

OAMS Gem and Mineral Show

North Seattle Lapidary
& Mineral Club

66th Annual Rock and Gem Show

March 2020
6th 10am - 5pm
7th 10am - 5pm
8th 10am - 5pm

Tualatin Valley
Gem Club

62nd Annual Rock
and Mineral Show
$1 adults, 12 and under free

March 2020
7th 10am - 5pm
8th 10am - 4pm

Magic Valley Gem Club

70th Annual Show

Twin Falls County Fairgrounds
215 Fair Ave.
east of Filer on US Hwy. 30

March 2020
7th 10am - 6pm
8th 10am - 5pm

Owyhee Gem & Mineral
Society

66th Annual Rock
and Gem Show

O'Conner Field House
2200 Blaine
Caldwell, ID

March 2020
21st 9am - 6pm
22nd 10am - 5pm

Hellgate Mineral Society

26th Annual
Missoula Gem & Mineral show

Hilton Garden Inn
2730 North Reserve St.
Missoula MT

March 2020
27th 10am – 6pm
28th 10am – 6pm
29th 10am – 4pm

Rock Rollers Club
of Spokane

61st Annual Gem,
Jewelry and Mineral Show
Adults $6, Scout in uniform
and children under 12 free

March 2020
28th 10am - 6pm
29th 10am - 5pm

Mt. Baker Rock
& Gem Club

59th Annual
Rock and Gem Show

March 2020
28th 10am—5pm
29th 10am - 5pm

SE Idaho Gems &
Mineral Society
(SEIGMS)

64th Annual Rock and Gem Show
$2, 12 & under free/adult

April 2020
4th 9am - 5pm
5th 10am - 5pm

Maplewood Rock and Gem
Club

5th Annual Spring Sale

April 2020
4th 9am - 5pm
5th 10am - 3pm

Springfield Thunderegg Rock
Club

63rd Annual Rock
and Mineral show

April 2020
18th 10am - 5pm
19th 10am - 4pm

Lakeside Gem &
Mineral Club

Annual
Rock & Mineral Show
$5 adults, 12 & under free

April 2020
18th 10am - 6pm
19th 10am - 5pm

Idaho Falls Gem
& Mineral Society

56th Annual
Show

April 2020
24th 10am - 6pm
25th 10am - 6pm
26th 10am—4pm

Yakima Rock &
Mineral Club

59th Annual Show
Adults—$6
Students—$2.00
12 & under free

April 2020
25th 10am - 5pm
26th 10am - 5pm

West Seattle Rock Club

53rd Annual
Rock Show

February 2020
28th 9:30am – 5pm
29th 9:30am – 5pm
Mar 1st 9:30am – 5pm
February 29, 2020
March 01, 2020
29th 10am - 5pm
1st 10am - 5pm
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Maplewood Rock and Gem Clubhouse
8802 196th ST SW
Edmonds WA
Oak Harbor Senior Center
51 SE. Jerome Street
Oak Harbor, WA
OMSI
1945 SE Water Avenue
Portland OR 97214
New Venue
Crown Hill Center
9250 14th Ave NW
Seattle, WA 98117
Forest Grove National Guard Amory 2950
Taylor Way
Forest Grove OR

Spokane County Fair & Expo Center
N. 604 Havana
Spokane WA
Bloedel-Donovan Park
2214 Electric Ave.
Bellingham WA
Bannock County Fairgrounds
10588 Fairground Dr.
Pocatello ID 83201
Maplewood Rock and Gem Clubhouse
8802 196th ST SW
Edmonds WA
Willamalane Adult Activity Center
215 W C Street
Springfield OR
Benton Franklin County Fairgrounds
1500 S. Oak
Kennewick, WA
Idaho Falls Recreation Center
B Street
Idaho Falls, ID
Central Washington State Fair Ground
Modern Living Building
1301 South Fair Avenue
Yakima ,WA 98901

Alki Masonic Temple
4736 40th Ave. SW.
Seattle, WA
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Westside Board Meeting
March 17, 2020
7:30 PM
Maplewood Clubhouse
8802 196th St SW
Edmonds
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