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Due to the coronavirus outbreak, the March Westside meeting was
cancelled. The April meeting will most likely take place using Skype
or some other electronic means.

April 18, 2020
Combined Board Meeting
AGENDA

Bob Pattie sent in some information the most recent government activities affecting our hobby.

Pres. Opening of Meeting
Treasurer's Report
à Kathy Earnst
Committee Reports
à Wagonmaster
Old Business
New Business
Open Comments
Adjourn

The Snoquera Landscape Analysis final decision has been signed
by the Snoqualmie Ranger District formally known as the White River
Ranger District.
This is the upper part of the Greenwater area that was reviewed last
year, and this review was centered on plant live (forest/timber) and
water control. The maintenance of the road system was again studies
and this report has the closured of 9.2 miles of basic custodial care
(level 1) roads and in addition, 34.8 temporary road miles would be
decommissioned. I would suggest that the people that made input on
the Greenwater analysis should check to be sure they agree. The report has a map of the closures. (https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?
project=51969)

Proposed Meeting Calendar for 2020

Draft Environmental Assess Road Relocation.
A Draft Environmental Assessment (Draft EA) for the Deadhorse
Road Relocation Project is complete and available for review and
comment. The project would relocate up to 1.0 miles of FSR 3700000
Deadhorse Road, a fish barrier culvert will be removed or replaced,
rock groins will be removed from North Fork Nooksack River, log
jams placed in the NF Nooksack River, two bridges may be installed
on Cascade and Boyd Creek, and the Boyd Creek Interpretive area
will be removed from the floodplain of Boyd and Cascade Creek. The
draft EA describes the effects likely to result from implementing the
alternatives. To view the draft EA and related project information,
visit: https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=57167

West side board meetings:
01/21, 03/17, 05/19, 09/TBD (19?)
At 7:30PM at the
Maplewood Clubhouse
8802 196th St SW, Edmonds
General meetings :
04/18, 06/TBD (13?), 10/TBD (03?)
All general meetings will be held at:

NEPA Electronic Notification Subscription
The Cle Elum Ranger District of the Okanogan-Wenatchee National
Forest is updating our notification system for National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA) projects. To better serve the public, we are migrating these notifications to an electronic mailing (email) platform. This
system gives you direct control over which project mailing lists you
are subscribed to and immediate electronic access to project documents and updates. To make the switch, go online to:
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFS/subscriber/new?
preferences=true

Palace Café
4th & Main
Ellensburg
Meeting @ 9:30 AM

GPS Co-ordinates Needed

The enclosed document “How to Self-Subscribe to Forest Service
Projects” provides step-by-step instructions.

The WSMC needs the GPS co-ordinates of any and all of the
collecting sites in the state. In an effort to make the map
booklets as accurate as possible the Mineral Council is asking
for everyone to record GPS readings while on field trips
The data can also be used to help in our fight to keep our
collecting areas open.

Accordingly, we will disable your current postal subscription for Cle
Elum Ranger District NEPA projects on April 12, 2020. You may go
online now to migrate to electronic notifications, or, if you wish to
remain a postal subscriber, resubmit your postal information by sending a letter to:
Cle Elum Ranger District ATTN: Jamey Basye 803 W 2nd St Cle
Elum, WA 98922
Scoping Notice for the Gold Creek Valley Restoration Project
In addition, we invite you to comment on the Gold Creek Valley Restoration Project located east of Snoqualmie Pass near Keechelus Lake
(Kittitas County Washington). This project is cooperatively proposed
by the Forest Service, Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife,
and the Yakama Nation. The project would help recover Gold Creek’s
imperiled bull trout population by correcting conditions that cause
significant mortality, prevent adults from accessing upstream spawning areas, and degrade habitat. Recreation opportunities would change
in order to accommodate restoration, but similar opportunities would
be provided at this valued area.

Dues are due
Download the PDF or Word version from the WSMC
website in the Misc. Resources menu.
Please send the dues and form to Kathy Earnst
27871 Minkler Road
Sedro Woolley, WA 98284

For full information including maps, project details, public meeting
dates, and instructions for providing comments visit:
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https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=57415
Scoping comments must be submitted by April 12, 2020.

cracks that have been sealed with glue. The amethyst cathedrals are
produced in abundance from the state of Minas Gerais in Brazil,
where the large geodes form in volcanic rocks. Many of the hollow
agates of Brazil and Uruguay contain a crop of amethyst crystals in
the interior.

The SOPA (Schedule of Prosed Action) for the Okanogan-Wenatchee
National Forest for the period of 1/1/20 to 3/31/20 and it has several
new items and updates on older projects. (18 pages)

Much fine amethyst comes from Russia, occurring as drusy cavities in
granitic rocks. Many localities in India yield amethyst and one of the
largest global amethyst producers is Zambia. Two outstanding amethyst localities are in Vera Cruz and Guerrero. These amethyst locations produce some of the most unique amethyst specimens. The Vera
Cruz amethysts are often doubly terminated, prismatic, attached to
matrix or free floating and clear with a pale lavender color. The Guerrero amethyst is much darker in color, prismatic, phantomed, tapering
and majestic. Some Mexican amethyst can identify their localities
themselves. The crystals with white capping the amethyst are from the
Guerrero Mine4, Guerrero, while the amethyst capping white quartz is
from Las Vigas, Veracruz. It is rare that crystal characterization is so
definitive.

The SOPA report for the Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest is
also out and it has several updates listed. (9 pages)
If you go to https://www.fs.fed.us/sopa/state-level.php?wa this will
get you to a page and you can select what national forest in the state of
Washington. This page does have a connection for other states.

Amethyst

Amethyst is the purple or violet member of the quartz family. Its
chemical formula is SiO2, but it has many impurities (Mn, Fe, Al)
inside the usual quartz structure. Amethyst is composed of an irregular
superposition of alternate lamellae of right-handed and left-handed
quartz. It has been shown that this structure may be due to mechanical
stresses. Amethyst occurs in primary hues from a light pinkish violet
to a deep purple. The color is from the presence of manganese, but the
range in shade of color is due to the presence of varying amounts of
iron. The iron must be in excess of aluminum, and exposure to ionizing radiation converts some of the Fe+3 to Fe+2 to produce the amethyst color. The color was formerly believed by some authorities to be
from an organic source, but more recent work has shown that amethysts' coloration is due to ferric iron impurities and the complex interplay of iron and aluminum. On exposure to heat, amethyst generally becomes yellow, and much of the citrine, cairngorm, or yellow
quartz of jewelry is said to be merely “burnt amethyst”.

Citrine

Citrine is one of the most valuable and popular gemstones in the
quartz group. While many citrines on the market today are actually
heated amethyst or smoky quartz, citrine does occur naturally in beautiful golden and brownish-orange hues. It's also possible that quartz
crystals that grew naturally as amethyst or smoky quartz were turned
into citrine by natural heat from nearby magma activity. Citrine is one
of the most valuable and popular gemstones in the quartz group.
While many citrines on the market today are actually heated amethyst
or smoky quartz, citrine does occur naturally in beautiful golden and
brownish-orange hues. It's also possible that quartz crystals that grew
naturally as amethyst or smoky quartz were turned into citrine by
natural heat from nearby magma activity.

Amethyst may exhibit one or both secondary hues, red and/or blue.
The ideal grade is called “Deep Siberian” and has a primary purple
hue of around 75–80 %, 15–20 % blue and (depending on the light
source) red secondary hues Its color is as unique as it is seductive,
though in fact this gemstone of all gemstones is said to protect its
wearer against seduction. It is a birthstone for February and is used to
make seals and rings. Because it has a hardness of seven on the Mohs
scale, amethyst is most suitable for its use in jewelry.

Replacing the simple name of yellow quartz, the name “citrine” was
officially adopted for this stone in 1556 when German metallurgist
Georg Bauer, known to some as “the father of modern mineralogy,”
used it in a publication about gemstones and jewelry. The word
“citrine” has a few potential sources, all related to citrus fruits. The
most likely root of this word is from the old French word citron,
meaning “yellow,” or the Latin word citrus, in reference to citrus fruit.
Around the 17th century, both citrine and smoky quartz were called
“cairngorm” after their source in the Cairngorm Mountains of Scotland. “Madeira citrine” is the term used for darker, orangey-brown
citrines, so named because they share their color with Madeira wine.

Amethyst occurs at many localities in the United States, among these
may be mentioned Amethyst Mountain, Texas; Yellowstone National
Park; Delaware Co. in Pennsylvania; Haywood Co. in North Carolina;
Der Hill and Stow in Maine; and also in the Lake Superior region. The
Thunder Bay District is located along the northern shore of Lake Superior. The amethyst from Thunder Bay is extraordinary. It occurs in
all shades of purple from pale to deep, from warm to cool hues, it is
often further colored by inclusions (most often red, due to included
hematite) and once in a while phantoms are also found. Amethyst is
relatively common in Ontario, and in various locations throughout
Nova Scotia, but uncommon elsewhere in Canada. Many deposits
occur worldwide in veins once deeply buried in metamorphic or deep
seated igneous plutons. The finest specimens occur in Sri Lanka, and
is also found and mined in South Korea.

Citrine has been used ornamentally on tools and in jewelry for thousands of years. In ancient Greece, the stone now known as citrine first
gained popularity as a decorative gem during the Hellenistic Age,
roughly between 300 and 150 B.C. In the 17th century, Scottish weapon makers used citrine to adorn dagger handles, sometimes even using
a single large citrine crystal as the handle itself. Some Biblical scholars believe that citrine was the tenth of 12 stones in Aaron's breastplate described in the book of Exodus. The stone was referred to as
chrysolitus (Greek for “golden stone”) in both Roman Catholic and
Latin versions of the Old Testament, leading to some confusion over
whether it was citrine, topaz, or beryl. However, in the King James
Version, the tenth stone is referred to as beryl, meaning it would be
heliodor, and modern scholars believe the stone was actually topaz. In
1852, after Queen Victoria married Prince Albert, they built Balmoral
Castle in the Scottish Highlands. Because she was so fond of her new
home and Scotland in general, the queen often had parties for which
she required her guests to dress in full Highlands attire. This gave
Victoria a good opportunity to share another of her loves: gemstones
found within her kingdom, citrine in particular. As a result, citrines set
in traditional Highlands shoulder brooches and kilt pins became popular.
Both articles via from The CMS Tumbler, 03/20m from Golden Spike
News, 11/19

Amethyst is common in Europe and in many parts of Scotland. Amethyst may also occur in vug linings (amethyst ‘cathedrals’) or as
druses. The largest opencast amethyst vein in the world is in Maissau,
Lower Austria.
Arguably the largest amethyst deposits on Earth are found in Rio
Grande do Sul province in extreme southern Brazil. In this area, numerous mines produce large quantities of amethyst geodes that range
in size from a few inches up to tens of feet in height. The amethyst
encountered can be very pale purple or can be so dark and gemmy it is
gem grade and used in jewelry. The geodes are cut open with large
rock saws in Brazil and the edges polished and, in most cases, the
outside skin painted a dark green or black to cover up imperfections or
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2020 WSMC SPONSORED FIELD TRIPS
The WA St. Mineral Council plans guided fieldtrips to collecting sites. Open to member clubs, and the general public. Most trips are
free. Included are the Pow Wow trips (must join to go on trips). Host clubs and contact persons will be set up as I gather info. For updated info, go to mineralcouncil.wordpress.com or contact Ed Lehman at wsmced@hotmail.com or h ph# (425) 334-6282
Cell# (425) 760-2786. Pow Wow Dues are $7.50 each or &15 a family. They supply 3 free breakfast’s on trips (what a deal).

Date

Meeting place and time

Material

Tools

01/25

DARR So Skagit

Host Site

9am Hwy 9 & South Skagit Hwy P & R

Jade, Hematite & more

Stream Bar

02/15
03/21

MSVL Walker Valley
MSVL Beaver Valley

Big Lake Store 9am
Beaver Valley Rd Info Center

Geodes & Agates
Geodes, Zeolites & Calcite

Hard rock tools
Hard Rock Tools

04/04
DARR Racehorse Creek
04/18-19 POW Saddle Mt Mattawa

Hwy 542 @ Round About 10 m I-5 9am Fossils & Morell mushrooms Dig &Lt Hard
Boat Launch 8am
Petrified Wood
Dig & Hard Rock

05/09

DARR Cascade River

Marblemount @ 9am left turn

05/23

DARR Red Bridge Verlot

Verlot Ranger Station 9am

06/23-28 POW
06/27

Madras Oregon

Jefferson Fair Ground 8am

MSVL Saddle Mt

Mattawa W Mattawa Lepricon Market
9am
07/20
DARR Sweetwater
Darrington Rock Show 11am
08/15-16 PVGM Greenwater (Sat BBQ) Enumclaw Ranger St. 9am
09/12-13 POW

Red Top/Teanaway

09/19

N O A Little Naches

10/24

MSVL Money Creek Skykomish
DARR Blanchard Hill

11/21

Talc, Listwonite etc (small
Hardrock Tools
fee)
Rainbow Chert, Concretions Light Hardrock
Agate, Jasper, T-Eggs,
Wood
Petrified Wood maybe Opal

Dig & Hard Rock
Dig &Hard Rock

Travertine, Sauk R Bars
Dig & Hard Rock
Agate, Jasper, Opal & Wood Dig & lite hard rok

Teanaway @ Middle Fork Campground
8am
Hwy 410 & FR 19 10am

Geodes, Agate, Jasper &
Dig & Hard Rock
Jade
T-Eggs, WA Lily pad & Fossil Dig & lite hard rk

Money Ck Campground 9am

Picture Jasper

I-5 Exit 240 Gas Mart 9am

WA Dalmation stone & Chert Hard rock tools

Dig & R. Bar pick

This area left open for you or your club can volunteer to lead more trips
Contact Ed and I will fill in the blank space for you wsmced@hotmail.com (425) 334-6282 (425) 760-2786
I am handicapped at the moment. As you can see all trips listed are drive right to
Please wait for guide before going off collecting, and obey their rules. They are familiar with managers needs. We will get you a good
area at site.
100 % of map booklet sales goes to Walker Valley lease, insurance for access to private property and general operation of WSMC

Many trips need Discover Pass, Trailhead Pass & Forest Pass. Ask when you inquire about trip
ALWAYS contact host for updated info a week before trip !!!
HOST

CLUB

CONTACT INFO

MSVL = Marysville Rock Club Ed Lehman wsmced@hotmail.com h# (425) 334-6282 c# (425) 760-2786
DARR = Darrington Rock Club
“
“
“
“
“
“
“
:
SPOK = Spokane Rock Rollers Mike Shaw mikeshawmoose@yahoo.com (509) 251-1574 or (509) 244-8542
N O A = Tony Johnson (253) 863-9238
PVGM = Dennis Bachelor (360) 870-8741
POW = All Rockhounds Pow Wow Larry Vess vessel3755@gmail.com or (253)473-3908
Keep updated on http://www.mineralcouncil.zoho.com Land management changes, and roads close regularly. There is a
area on web page with tool category in pictures and names of tools.
Always have proper cloths and gear for conditions. Be prepared with safety, first aid, food and drink.
A week before trips I (Ed Lehman) will have a pdf file with map and info for that trip I can send you on request. I will do
the same for trip host.
Try to be at the meeting site 30 minutes before trip time for details and instructions with a full tank of gas.
Use code of ethics, keep our lands open to rockhounding.
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What on Earth is a Tektite?

(“Tektite”from Greek τηκτός tēktós, "molten" )
I guess the better question would be: “Where do tektites come from?”
There is controversy about their origin. The most accepted theory is
that a tektite is the product of a meteorite crash onto the earth. The
tektite is formed from the heat and pressure of the crash of the meteorite onto the natural debris on the earth surface. In other words, the heat
of the crash melted the rocks and minerals of the earth and formed
these small pieces instantly,
changing the properties of
the molten material. They
were blown into the atmosphere from the impact and
then came showering down.
Some of them are shaped
like a teardrop or are of
other shapes that indicate
they hardened while falling
or as they hit the earth surface. They do come in some
very cool shapes!

Suggested changing the distribution
of the Council Reporter
I believe that it is time that we look at our monthly mailing of a newsletter, either by hard copy through the US postal service or by e-mail.
Today most of newsletters are sent by e-mail and in the last few years
we have gone from about 250 hard copies to less than 80 today. Of the
80 we send out today 54% are to individuals, 34% to governmental
offices, such as, BLM, National Forest, DNR, etc., and 12% to clubs
in Washington. If we have an e-mail address for someone in the regional offices, range district, BLM offices, we could get the newsletter
in a more responsive time both in regular information and short notice
of changes in the field, roads, etc. This could also apply for the rock
club office getting their own copy. This could decrease our US Postal
cost by about 50%. Postal cost more per copy than the printing. It
would also give you a copy presented in color.

Another theory is quite controversial. It is the theory that tektites were
ejected from volcanoes on the moon (or other extraterrestrial source),
then drifted through space to land on the surface of the earth. This
theory came about because tektites have chemical composition and
physical properties that are very rare on earth.
Tektites are a five out of ten on the Moh’s
Scale of Hardness. They are glassy but
are not made of the same material as obsidian. They have an extremely low water
content and are made of silicon dioxide.
They are found in every continent except
Antarctica and South America. They are
found in huge groups called “strewn
fields”. Juniors, you
could own one of these tektites if you
come to the meeting! Mrs. Sack also has a
craft in mind for our class!

You may wonder why we want to suggest this change at this time,
there are a couple of important reason, first is to cut the cost of producing the newsletter and time to get it out, second reason would be as
we have changed our meeting schedule to get more attending the
board and regular meetings and so it is important to be able to get
information out to everyone as soon as we possible and possible between meetings. This is especially important on meeting schedule for
comments and input on management issues.
Most of our income comes from dues and from sale of map books and
many of those people are the individual that go on the field trips. With
the current political direction for gatherings, we have had fewer field
trips and gatherings to pass information to the clubs. This means we
have less income for the WSMC to operate.

From Hard Rock News, 03/20, Kathy Reimers Source of Info and
Photos—Wikipedia , Britannica and Gem5.com

ARCHES NATIONAL PARK

One of the stated purposes of the WSMC is for rock clubs to communicate between each other and between the land management organizations. Communication works best when people work together
toward a common goal.

If you have not been to Arches National Park and you like rocks—you
are missing out. Here are a few pictures from our recent visit.
From West Seattle Petroglyphs, 02/20.

For the people who receive a hard copy from the Postal Service, if you
could send an e-mail to either of the addresses below, we can improve
our distribution of the WSMC “The Council Reporter”.
Send to Bob Pattie at bobpattie@comcast.net or Glenn Morita at
gmorita@seanet.com
Bob Pattie

Attention: All Newsletter Subscribers
If you, or someone you know should be receiving this newsletter
electronically and are not, please contact Bob Pattie or myself
(Glenn Morita).

Editor’s note: I’ve been to Arches many times and am always amazed
at the magical beauty of the place.

We are trying to keep our mailing list current and want to make
sure that everyone who wants an electronic version of the
newsletter gets one.
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Local Area Shows for 2020
April 2020
4th 9am - 5pm
5th 10am - 5pm

Maplewood Rock and Gem
Club

Cancelled

Maplewood Rock and Gem Clubhouse
8802 196th ST SW
Edmonds WA

April 2020
17th 9am - 5pm
18th 9am - 5pm
19th 10am - 4pm

Willamette Agate
& Mineral Society

Cancelled

Polk County Fairgrounds
520 S. Pacific Hwy
Rickreall, OR

April 2020
4th 9am - 5pm
5th 10am - 3pm

Springfield Thunderegg
Rock Club

63rd Annual Rock
and Mineral show

April 2020
18th 10am - 5pm
19th 10am - 4pm

Lakeside Gem &
Mineral Club

Cancelled

Benton Franklin County Fairgrounds
1500 S. Oak
Kennewick, WA

April 2020
18th 10am - 6pm
19th 10am - 5pm

Idaho Falls Gem
& Mineral Society

56th Annual
Show

Idaho Falls Recreation Center
B Street
Idaho Falls, ID

April 2020
24th 10am - 6pm
25th 10am - 6pm
26th 10am—4pm

Yakima Rock &
Mineral Club

59th Annual Show
Adults—$6
Students—$2.00
12 & under free

April 2020
25th 10am - 5pm
26th 10am - 5pm

West Seattle Rock Club

Cancelled

April 2020
25th 10am - 5pm
26th 10am - 4pm

Grays Harbor Geology and
Gem Society

52nd Annual Earth
Treasures
Rock Show

May 2020
2nd 10am—6pm
3rd 10am—5pm

Everett Rock and Gem Club

Cancelled

May 2020
2nd 9am—5pm
3rd 10am—4pm

Umpqua Gem & Mineral
Club

50th Rock Extravaganza

May 2020
2nd 9am—5pm
3rd 10am—4pm

Billings Gem and
Mineral Club

May 2020
9th 10am - 6pm
10th 10am - 4pm

Bozeman Gem
& Mineral Club

May 2020
9th 10am - 5pm
10th 10am - 4pm

Hatrockhounds Gem
& Mineral Society

$3
12 and under free

May 2020
15th 10am - 5pm
16th 9am - 5pm
17th 10am - 3pm

Mt Hood Rock Club’s
Rock and Gem Show

Annual show
Free admission

May 2020
16th 10am - 6pm
17th 10am - 5pm

Bitterroot Gem
and Mineral Society

82nd Annual Gem
and Mineral show
$2 admission,
children 12 & under free

Ravalli County Fairground
100 Old Corvallis Road
Hamilton, MT

Oregon Coast
Agate Club

57th Annual
Gem and Mineral Show
“Rock’n the Coast”

National Guard Armory
541 SW Coast Hwy (Hwy 101)
Newport OR

May 2020
23rd 10am - 5pm
24th 10am - 3:30pm

Gem and Fossil Show

Willamalane Adult Activity Center
215 W C Street
Springfield OR

Central Washington State Fair Ground
Modern Living Building
1301 South Fair Avenue
Yakima ,WA 98901
Alki Masonic Temple
4736 40th Ave. SW.
Seattle, WA
Grays Harbor Fair Grounds
43 Elma-McCleary Road
Elma, WA
Everett Community College
Walt Price Student Fitness Center
2206 Tower Street, Everett WA
Douglas County Fairgrounds
I-5 Exit 123
Roseburg, OR
Al Bedoo Shrine Auditorium
1125 Broadwater Avenue
Billings MT

Annual Rock Show
Gallatin County Fair Grounds
$3 adults, 12 & under free w/adult 901 N. Black
Bozeman, MT
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Eastern Oregon Trade & Event Center 1705 East Airport Road
Hermiston OR
Jackson Armory
6255 NE Cornfoot Road
(Take NE Alderwood Rd from NE Columbia Blvd – just south of PDX)
Portland OR 97218
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Combined Board Meeting
April 18, 2020
Time and Place TBD
Details to be e-mailed later
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