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The Council Reporter 

WASHINGTON STATE MINERAL COUNCIL 
2019 OFFICERS 

OFFICERS 
President Aaron Wigant  aaronwigant@rocketmail.com     (509) 263-3401  
VP  Carolyn Fry  CarolynFry1993@gmail.com     
2nd VP  Dave Mastin  davemastin@yahoo.com        
Secretary Diana Horsfall  dianahorsfall@comcast.net    (206) 818-9507 
Treasurer Kathy Earnst   earnstkk@comcast.net      (360) 856-0588  
Imm Past Pres: Vesta Bettinger  vestab.rocks@gmail.com     (206) 679-3142 

TRUSTEES --- EAST SIDE 
Barbara (Bobbie) Premo       (17-18-19)  
Gilbert Trujillo         (19-20-21) 
Jeannie Kimberly    jgkimberly@comcast.net  (19-20-21)  (509) 828-9568 
Margaret Sherry    spomarg@gmail.com   (19-20-21)  (512) 487-9698 

TRUSTEES --- WEST SIDE 
Bob Pattie  4316 N. E. 10th, Renton, WA  98059  (18-19-20)  (425) 226-3154 
Glenn Morita  gmorita@seanet.com    (17-18-19)  (425) 743-6249 
Ed Lehman  wsmced@hotmail.com    (17-18-19)  (425) 334-6282  
Diane Korf        (16-17-18) 
Diane Myers        (18-19-20)  (360)-427-1569 
Carolyn Fry  CarolynFry1993@gmail.com   (19-20-21) 

The West Side Board meets the third Tuesday of each month between combined meetings, unless a special meeting is 
called.  Usually no meeting in July and December dependent on Board action. 

MAILING ADDRESS 
Washington State Mineral Council 

27871 Minkler Road 
Sedro Woolley, WA  98284 

WEB PAGE ADDRESS 
https://mineralcouncil.wordpress.com 

Editor's e-mail address 
gmorita@seanet.com 

 
The old URL www.mineralcouncil.org will continue to re-direct you to 
the new location. 
 
New e-mail address: mineralcouncil@zoho.com.  Please 
update your address books. 

STAFF 
 

Editor  Glenn Morita 4528 152nd Pl SW, Lynnwood, WA  98087    (425) 743-6249 
Historian Jackie Pattie 4316 N. E. 10th, Renton, WA  98059    (425) 226-3154 
Wagonmaster open   
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Meeting Calendar for 2021 
 

West side board meetings: 
01/19, 03/16, 05/18, 10/19 
 
General meetings : 
04/10, 06/05, 11/06 
 
All meetings will be held via Skype or Zoom for the foresee-
able future 

Westside Board Meeting 
AGENDA 

 
Opening of Meeting 
Treasurer's Report 
à Kathy Earnst 
Committee Reports 
à Wagonmaster -Ed Lehman 
Old Business 
New Business 
Open Comments 
Adjourn 

The Council Reporter 

Zoom meeting, 04/10/21 
Bob, Diana, Mark, Ronna 
 
Wagonmaster:  Received a list of field trips from Ed.  Ask if 
other clubs would allow us to list their field trips.  Aaron said 
he would like to see a trip in the Spokane area.  Cascade club 
may have a show later in the year and would like to sell map 
books. 
 
Treasurer’s report:  Bob submitted cost for newsletter, about $1 
per newsletter.  Dropped down from 80 to 40 newsletters.  
About $400 for the entire year.  Glenn to contact Kathy 
 
Bob – Bills that are being submitted this session in Congress 
that we should review and provide feedback.  AFMS newslet-
ter has a pretty strong statement about the future of Recreation-
al Rockhounding. 
 
We need to determine how to hold meetings, elect a new set of 
officers.  Possibly meet again in Ellensburg as most people are 
now vaccinated. 
 
Submitted by Glenn Morita 
Secretary Pro-Tem 
 
Bob Pattie provided the following information on federal legis-
lation that may affect our hobby. 
 
During our last meeting I listed some of the current bill being 
considered. I asked people to look up these bills and read about 
what is happening to our collecting sites.  
 
I am just listing a few of the 92 bill current to be considered, 
the titles of these bill in the 117th US congress, you can just 
search (google, etc.) by number and title, HB is House of Rep-
resentative and S is Senate.  
 
H.R. 1162: 21st Century Conservation Corps Act  
 
S. 455: Wild Olympics Wilderness and Wild and Scenic Rivers 
Act  
 
H.R. 999: Wild Olympics Wilderness and Wild and Scenic 
Rivers Act  
 
H.R. 878: Northwest California Wilderness, Recreation, and 
Working Forests Act  
 
H.R. 577: Colorado Outdoor Recreation and Economy Act  
 
H.R. 803: Protecting America’s Wilderness and Public Lands 
Act  
 
S. 487: 21st Century Conservation Corps Act  
 
S. 192: River Democracy Act of 2021  
 

GPS Co-ordinates Needed 
 
The WSMC needs the GPS co-ordinates of any and all of the 
collecting sites in the state.  In an effort to make the map 
booklets as accurate as possible the Mineral Council is asking 
for everyone to record GPS readings while on field trips 
The data can also be used to help in our fight to keep our 
collecting areas open. 

Dues are due 
 
Download the PDF or Word version from the WSMC 
website in the Misc. Resources menu. 
 
Please send the dues and form to Kathy Earnst 
 
27871 Minkler Road 
Sedro Woolley, WA  98284 

Welcome Puyallup Valley 
Gem and Mineral Club 

 
The PVGMC has recently joined the WSMC.   Tony Johnson 
(PVGMC field trip chairman) has been helping Ed Lehman 
over the last few years by leading field trips. 
 
Thanks for joining and helping out. 
 



1. Put a deep pot under a downspout from the gutters on your 
house.  
 
2. After a good rain, remove the 
pot and very carefully pour off 
most of the water. Be very care-
ful to pour only water. Keep 
your eye on the sediment that 
you will find on the bottom of 
the pot.  
 
3. When there is about 1 inch of 
water left in the bottom of the 
pot, carefully pour the remain-
ing water and sediment through 
a coffee filter. This is so you 
can trap the sediment.  
 
4. Place the filter in a dry place and let all of the water evapo-
rate. You may have to repeat this process a few times after you 
have had a number of rainstorms. You will need a good 
amount of sediment. The sediment will contain all sorts of 
things...gravel from your roof tiles or shingles, dirt and dust 
kicked up by cars, little sticks and leaves, maybe even very 
small pieces of house parts like window screens. And, some 
micrometeorites.  
 
5. When the sediment is completely dry, carefully scrape it free 
from the filter so it is loose.  
 
6. Now, put a 
magnet on the 
sediment. If 
something sticks 
to the magnet, 
that means it is 
made of iron. 
You probably 
have some micro-
meteorites. But be 
careful, you prob-
ably also have 
other stuff from 
your house that is 
made of iron. 
Very carefully 
use a plastic knife or scraper to scrape the iron pieces off of the 
magnet and onto a piece of paper.  
 
7. At this step, you will need a microscope. Take your sedi-
ment to school or maybe your mineral club has a microscope 
you can use. Put the sediment on a slide and look for microme-
teorites.  

The Council Reporter 
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H.R. 279: Roadless Area Conservation Act of 2021  
 
These bill seemed to concern rock collection and the general 
use and access of the public land that effect our hobby. I would 
suggest that some people read a couple of the bill and then 
send a short note to me we will be able to concentrate on the 
that effect us the most. If you send me your remarks I will not 
use your name in the summary This would not stop someone 
from sending their comments directly to the Senators of Repre-
sentative thus getting your name on the list of support or nega-
tive reply.  
 
I will have more information on specific bills for our future 
meetings.  
 

Micrometeorites  
WSRC – Kid’s Corner  

 
Once in a while a very large meteorite strikes earth. Meteorites 
are pieces of rock from space that sometimes cross paths with 
the earth. A meteorite the size of a small planet hit earth and 
led to the extinction of the dinosaurs. And in modern times, 
very large meteorites have streaked through the sky and have 
hit earth, like the blast of an atomic bomb.  
 
Here (below) is a picture of an iron-nickel meteorite slice in 
Diamond Dan’s personal collection. It is rare to find a meteor-
ite this size. The iron in this meteorite is magnetic!  
But did you know, that very, very, very small meteorites are 

striking the earth all the time? And you can hunt for them. In 
your own yard!  
 
These very small meteorites are the size of grains of sand. 
Some collectors and scientists call this “space dust” because it 
is the remains of much larger meteorites that have spent mil-
lions of years in space. And after falling through earth’s atmos-
phere, they survive to fall on your roof, and in your yard, and 
on your driveway.  
 
 
How to Find Micrometeorites  
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changed, different sand dunes blew across the southwest desert, ce-
menting into the striations that now look like a large topographic map. 
The water drainage that carved the two main chutes dried up a long 
time ago, so\ now wind is the Wave’s primary erosional force. 

The Wave is located in the Paria Canyon, Vermillion Cliffs Wilder-
ness, border of Utah and Arizona. This wilderness is administered by 
the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), A day-use permit from 
BLM is required to visit the Wave. 
 
You must obtain a permit if you wish make the 2.6 mile hike to visit 
the Wave. In Kanab, Utah, every morning at 8:30 a.m you will find a 
crowd waiting for the drawing. Normally there are 30 to 130 people 
not only from the United States but from around the world - Germany, 
China, France, Italy, America, Canada - anxiously filling out their 
applications and hoping for the best. Everyone is crowded into a gym-
nasium at the Kanab Center in downtown Kanab, waiting for the lot-
tery balls to fall. As of Feb. 1, 2021, up to 64 permits are available 
each day, so while chances of getting a permit are limited, the odds 
are better than previous years when 20 permits were given out. 
 
Bibliography: Utah National Park Trips – myutahparks.com, 
Utah.com, Wikipedia 
 
From CSME Tumbler, 04/21 
 

Experts Observe Changes in Supervolcano Yellowstone  
By Michael Benitt (staff@latinpost.com)  

https://www.latinpost.com/articles/143577/20200214/supervolcano-
yellowstone-could-explode-next-week-experts-say.htm  

(Photo : Pixabay)  
 
Located in Yellowstone National Park, the Yellowstone Supervolcano 
is one of the most popular volcanoes worldwide with its caldera being 

What do micrometeorites look like? They are often rounded. They can 
also be elongated and smooth. They will also probably have pits on 
their surfaces. Pictured above is a large meteorite known as the Can-
yon Diablo meteorite. Notice how it is elongated and has smooth, 
rounded pits all over its surface. Micrometeorites can look the same, 
except they are much, much, much, much smaller!  
 
Here are some 
pictures of micro-
meteorites.  
 
(Permission to use 
images through 
Creative Com-
mons, CC BY-SA 
3.0)  
 
From West Seattle Petroglyphs, 04/21 

The Wave, North Coyote Butte, Utah 
by Kat Koch 

 
The “Wave” is in the Coyote Buttes North area of the Arizona Strip. It 
boasts some of the most fantastic and colorful geology 
of Navajo Sandstone from the Jurassic area ever seen. Imagine hiking 
across what looks like once moving currents of now 
frozen rock, halted in prehistoric time just as the universe’s 
Great Painter was standing there with a bold palette of reds, oranges, 
tawny dark yellow sand and brilliant gold. It is a site beyond compari-
son and deserves its well vaunted reputation. 
 
The Wave are stripes of lithified eolian laminae, but that just means 
rock layers made of windblown sand. As Jurassic wind patterns 

The Council Reporter 
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next week or even another thousand years from now. His statements 
were also supported by other scientists.  
 
Smith said: "Yellowstone has gotten a lot of publicity because of the 
severity of a supervolcano and the effect it would have on the Earth. 
We cannot say that Yellowstone is overdue. It is probably going to 
blow again but it could well be 500,000 years from now or a week 
from Tuesday."  
 
Meanwhile, the US Geological Survey (USGS) contradicts the beliefs 
of Smith and other scientists. In a published article in International 
Business Times, the USGS said that the foreseeable explosion of the 
supervolcano is extremely low.  
 
They also added that even if the Yellowstone will erupt, it would only 
cause a hydrothermal eruption and not a volcanic explosion. USGS 
explained that hydrothermal eruption occurs in shallow reserves of hot 
water and this is less explosive compared to a volcanic eruption.  
Either the explosion of the Yellowstone happens next week or in a 
thousand of years from now, people living around it must prepare at 
all times. It is indeed true that there is no technology yet that will help 
us predict the explosion of a mountain but preparing for another ex-
plosion is better due to the current activities of the Yellowstone.  
 
Its next volcanic explosion might not only put the lives of hundreds of 
people in danger but possibly the entire continent.  
 
From SMRC Rock Talk, 02/20 

 
2021 ROCKHOUND ACTIVITIES 

 
4/17  9am @ Hwy I-5 onto 542 East 10 miles @ round-a-bout meeting Racehorse Creek Fossils and Morell mushroom picking. 
 
4/22 Darrington Rock Club MEETING @ Angela’s home, 5 pm potluck, 6 pm meeting. 25104 Clear Creek Rd 98241. 
 
5/15 9am @ Marblemount at bend, with 2 mini marts. To Andre’s place for Talc, Listwanite and others. 
 
6/5 & 6 PVROCK SHOW @ Bonney Lk 
 
6/19 @ 9am Verlot Ranger Station Rainbow Chert. 
 
7/17 & 18 Darrington Rock Show and field trip(location to be announced) 
 
8/21 & 22 @ 9am Enumclaw Ranger Station to Greenwater Field trip. 
 
9/? P V Rock Club Show in the woods 
 
9/18 10am Hwy 410 & F R 19 Little Naches for Thunder Eggs, Lily Pad Jasper & Fossils 
 
10/16 9am Money Ck Camp off Hwy 2 before Skykomish for Picture Jasper 
 
11/13 9am I-5 exit 240 @ Gas Mart to Blanchard Hill Dalmation Stone (stilpnomelane in quartz). 
 

Contact  
 

Ed Lehman at  wsmced2@outlook.com  or (425) 334-6282  or (425) 760-2786 

 
Many trips need Discover Pass, Trailhead Pass & Forest Pass. Ask when you inquire about trip 

around 35 miles wide by 50 miles long. Its last explosion was record-
ed around 640,000 years ago.  
 
However, just recently, a volcanologist from the University of Leices-
ter reported that the Yellowstone Supervolcano could explode as soon 
as next week. This, as experts believe, would cause dramatic changes 
to its surroundings.  
 
According to the geological data, the last time that the supervolcano 
erupted, it created the caldera of the popular Yellowstone and the 
Lava Creek Tuff. Ron Smith along with other scientists believed that 
the supervolcano is due again for another explosion.  
 
Also, it was found out based on the data collected by the USGS that 
its major eruptions happened every 600,000 to 800,000 years and 
many scientists including Ron Smith believed that based on the time 
an eruption could occur next week or soon.  
 
Ron Smith, a former University Professor, is one of the scientists who 
believe that Yellowstone could erupt sooner than later. In the previous 
report of Latin Post, he discussed during his lecture that the smoke 
produced by the supervolcano is not the same as of the smoke pro-
duced during a campfire. Its smoke has pieces of rocks and minerals 
that can damage the lungs if inhaled.  
 
However, Smith added that it is difficult to predict the explosion of 
the Yellowstone, but he said during his lecture at the Dixie University 
in Utah that because of the current status and activity of the Yellow-
stone it is up again for another explosion that could probably happen 
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  Local Area Shows for 2021 

DATE & TIME CLUB  SHOW LOCATION  

April 2021 
24th 10am - 5pm 
25th 10am - 5pm 

West Seattle Rock Club 53rd Annual 
Rock Show 

 

Alki Masonic Temple 
4736 40th Ave. SW. 
Seattle, WA 

May 2021 
1st 10am—5pm 
2nd 10am—4pm 

Billings Gem and 
Mineral Club  

Gem and Fossil Show  Al Bedoo Shrine Auditorium 
1125 Broadwater Avenue 
Billings MT 

May 2021 
18th 10am - 6pm 
19th 10am - 5pm 

Bitterroot Gem 
and Mineral Society  

Annual Gem 
and Mineral show 

$3 admission, 
children 12 & under free  

Ravalli County Fairground 
100 Old Corvallis Road 
Hamilton, MT 

May 2021 
22nd 10am - 5pm 
23rd 10am - 4pm 

Hatrockhounds Gem 
& Mineral Society  

 $3 
12 and under free 

Eastern Oregon Trade & Event Cen-
ter  1705 East Airport Road 
Hermiston OR 

June 2021 
5th 9am - 5pm 
6th 10am - 4pm 

North Idaho Mineral Club Annual show Kootenai County Fairgrounds 
4056 North Government Way 
Coeur d’Alene ID 

June 2021 
18th 10am - 5pm 
19th 9am - 5pm 
20th 10am—4pm 

Lower Umpqua Gem & 
Lapidary Society  

Annual Rock  
And 

Gem Show  

Reedsport Community Building 
451 Winchester Avenue 
Reedsport  OR  

July 2021 
23rd 9am—6pm 
24th 9am—6pm 
25th 9am—5pm 

Washington Agate 
and 

Mineral Society 

Rock and Gem show 
during 

Tenino Oregon Trail Days 

Tenino City Park 
On Park Avenue 
(next to the Quarry House and swim-
ming pool) 
Tenino  WA  98589 

August 2021 
13th 10am—5pm 
14th 9am—5pm 
15th 9am—3pm 

Mt Hood Rock Club Annual 
Rock and Gem Show  

Jackson Armory 
6255 NE Cornfoot Road 
(Take NE Alderwood Rd from NE 
Columbia Blvd – just south of PDX) 
Portland  OR  97218 

August 2021 
20th 9am - 5pm 
21st 9am - 5pm 
22nd 9am - 5pm 

Willamette Agate 
& Mineral Society  

Annual 
Rock and Gem show 

$2, 11 & under free/adult 

Polk County Fairgrounds 
520 S. Pacific Hwy  
Rickreall, OR 

September 2021 
11th 9am—5pm 
12th 10am—4pm 

Clallam County Gem 
And Mineral Association 

Annual show Vern Burton Community Center 
308 East 4th Street 
Port Angeles  WA 

September 2021 
11th 10am—6pm 
12th 10am—5pm 

Mt. Baker Rock  
& Gem Club 

Annual 
Rock and Gem Show 

 

Pioneer Pavillion 
2007 Cherry Street 
Ferndale,  WA 

September 2021 
25th 10am - 5pm 
26th 10am - 4pm 

Lakeside Gem & 
Mineral Club  

Annual 
Rock & Mineral Show 

$5 adults, 12 & under free 

Benton Franklin County Fairgrounds 
1500 S. Oak  
Kennewick, WA 

October 2021 
1st 10am - 6pm 
2nd 10am - 6pm 
3rd 10am—5pm 

Portland Regional 
Gem and Mineral Show 

41st Annual 
$7, under 12 free with adult 

Wingspan Event Building 
801 NE 34th Avenue 
Hillsboro  OR  97124 

April 2022 
9th 10am - 6pm 
10th 10am - 5pm 

Idaho Falls Gem 
& Mineral Society  

56th Annual 
Show  

$3 adults, 12 & under free 

Idaho Falls Recreation Center 
Corner of Memorial Drive & B Street  
Idaho Falls, ID 
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Westside Board Meeting 

May 18, 2021 
 

Via Zoom 
Meeting details will be e-mailed 


