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WASHINGTON STATE MINERAL COUNCIL 
2019 OFFICERS 

OFFICERS 
President Aaron Wigant  aaronwigant@rocketmail.com     (509) 263-3401  
VP  Carolyn Fry  CarolynFry1993@gmail.com     
2nd VP  Dave Mastin  davemastin@yahoo.com        
Secretary Diana Horsfall  dianahorsfall@comcast.net    (206) 818-9507 
Treasurer Kathy Earnst   earnstkk@comcast.net      (360) 856-0588  
Imm Past Pres: Vesta Bettinger  vestab.rocks@gmail.com     (206) 679-3142 

TRUSTEES --- EAST SIDE 
Barbara (Bobbie) Premo       (17-18-19)  
Gilbert Trujillo         (19-20-21) 
Jeannie Kimberly    jgkimberly@comcast.net  (19-20-21)  (509) 828-9568 
Margaret Sherry    spomarg@gmail.com   (19-20-21)  (512) 487-9698 

TRUSTEES --- WEST SIDE 
Bob Pattie  4316 N. E. 10th, Renton, WA  98059  (18-19-20)  (425) 226-3154 
Glenn Morita  gmorita@seanet.com    (17-18-19)  (425) 743-6249 
Ed Lehman  wsmced@hotmail.com    (17-18-19)  (425) 334-6282  
Diane Korf        (16-17-18) 
Diane Myers        (18-19-20)  (360)-427-1569 
Carolyn Fry  CarolynFry1993@gmail.com   (19-20-21) 

The West Side Board meets the third Tuesday of each month between combined meetings, unless a special meeting is 
called.  Usually no meeting in July and December dependent on Board action. 

MAILING ADDRESS 
Washington State Mineral Council 

27871 Minkler Road 
Sedro Woolley, WA  98284 

WEB PAGE ADDRESS 
https://mineralcouncil.wordpress.com 

Editor's e-mail address 
gmorita@seanet.com 

 
The old URL www.mineralcouncil.org will continue to re-direct you to 
the new location. 
 
New e-mail address: mineralcouncil@zoho.com.  Please 
update your address books. 

STAFF 
 

Editor  Glenn Morita 4528 152nd Pl SW, Lynnwood, WA  98087    (425) 743-6249 
Historian Jackie Pattie 4316 N. E. 10th, Renton, WA  98059    (425) 226-3154 
Wagonmaster open   
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Meeting Calendar for 2021 
 

West side board meetings: 
01/19, 03/16, 05/18, 07/13, 10/19 
 
General meetings : 
04/10, 06/05 (canceled), 11/06 
 
All meetings will be held via Skype or Zoom for the foresee-
able future 

Westside Board Meeting 
AGENDA 

 
Opening of Meeting 
Treasurer's Report 
à Kathy Earnst 
Committee Reports 
à Wagonmaster -Ed Lehman 
Old Business 
New Business 
Open Comments 
Adjourn 

The Council Reporter 

West side board meeting 05/18/21 
 
Attendees:  Glenn, Bob, Diana, Bruce Samuels 
 
Keep an eye on legislation as it pertains to our hobby.  Several 
bills have made it through the house. 
 
Websites to follow: 
Geology In - https://www.geologyin.com/ 
 
NW Geology - https://nwgeology.wordpress.com/ 
 
Washington State Geology News - https://
washingtonstategeology.wordpress.com/ 
 
Due to the poor turn out for the Zoom meetings, it was decided 
to cancel the June 5 combined board meeting.  Instead, the 
board decided to meet on July 13 at the Maplewood Clubhouse 
if Covid restrictions are relaxed after June 30. 
 
Meeting adjourned, 
 
Submitted by 
Glenn Morita, Secretary Pro-Tem 
 

Updating some of the bills in congress 
 
Last month I listed some of the bills that could affect our ac-
cess to some of our collecting sites. This month I will talk 
about a couple of bills that directly affected Washington State, 
those bills are House of Representative - H.R.999, Senate - S. 
455, and H.R. 803. The first two bill are called “Wild Olym-
pics Wilderness and Wild and Scenic Rivers Act” and the third 
bill is called “Protecting America’s Wilderness and Economy 
Act”. 
 
This is the same situation as we saw four years ago when con-
gress put 99 bills together and then they pass in mass all the 
bills at one time. (S. 47 (116th): John D. Dingell, Jr. Conserva-
tion, Management, and Recreation Act.) By putting a number 
of bills together they can get enough support from many Rep-
resentatives and Senators to pass the larger bill. In the case of 
the Olympics Wilderness and Wild and Scenic Rivers issue, 
which had not been voted on in any of the committee’s, but in 
a few days under the H.R. 803 bundle it has passed the House 
of Representatives (both committee and the full house) in for 
signature. It still must go through the Senate steps before it will 
be presented to the President. 
 
All three of these bills have the same wording and now con-
gress just need to pass HR 803 for all of them to became law. 
The effect of this bill would be an increase of 126,534 acres of 
land would be added to the current wilderness area in the 
Olympia National Park and Olympia National Forest. It would 
also include parts of 19 rivers in this area for about 480 miles 
of Wild and Scenic Rivers additions to the current list of Wild 
and Scenic in this area. 
 
I would strongly suggest that if you have an interest in this 
particular area you read that section (Section 300) and them 
send your comments to your representative or senator. This bill 
includes other locations in many states (9) and many items in 
general on land management. The more information we can 

GPS Co-ordinates Needed 
 
The WSMC needs the GPS co-ordinates of any and all of the 
collecting sites in the state.  In an effort to make the map 
booklets as accurate as possible the Mineral Council is asking 
for everyone to record GPS readings while on field trips 
The data can also be used to help in our fight to keep our 
collecting areas open. 

Dues are due 
 
Download the PDF or Word version from the WSMC 
website in the Misc. Resources menu. 
 
Please send the dues and form to Kathy Earnst 
 
27871 Minkler Road 
Sedro Woolley, WA  98284 

Welcome Puyallup Valley 
Gem and Mineral Club 

 
The PVGMC has recently joined the WSMC.   Tony Johnson 
(PVGMC field trip chairman) has been helping Ed Lehman 
over the last few years by leading field trips. 
 
Thanks for joining and helping out. 
 



While the light made it easier to discover fluorescent rocks 
and minerals on the beach, the logistics of lugging the light down the 
cliff to the sand, proved daunting. 
 
“We only did that once,” said Roger, grinning. 
 
See ROCKHOUNDS, 4 “Every rock in here has a story for us. This is 
a storyboard.” 
 
Roger Hanson, 
South Spokane 
 
Avid rockhounds Roger Hanson and Sunny Armstrong-Hanson had 
bins and bins of minerals and rocks in their backyard. They had 
thought for years about building a wall with them. It took many 
months for stonemason James Konkle of Black Diamond Masonry to 
construct the nearly 5-foot freestanding structure. 
DAN PELLE/ THE SPOKESMAN-REVIEW 
 
Many different types of rocks were used in the freestanding wall in 
South Hill couple’s backyard. 
 
PANDEMIC PROJECTS 
ROCKHOUNDS 
Montana excursions added rocks featuring fossils to their collection, 
and geodes with their sparkling crystal surprises hidden within, be-
came another passion. 
 
They acquired rock saws and a geode cutter, to further explore their 
finds. 
 
A trip to Tucson, Arizona, resulted in the addition of a piece of local 
history – an eerie-looking yellowish- green piece of autunite from the 
Daybreak Mine. 
 
“Daybreak was a uranium mine up by Mount Spokane,” said Roger. 
 
Autunite is used as a uranium ore and is weakly radioactive. This 
specimen is kept securely under glass. 
 
Their collection reached a point where the couple were running out of 
room to keep it. 
 
“We’ve overwhelmed even ourselves,” Roger said. 
 
Then came the pandemic which gave Sunny the time and motivation 
to pursue her idea of turning some of their minerals, crystals and rocks 
into a sturdy, outdoor piece of art. 
“The logistics of building an almost 5-foot-tall freestanding wall was 
too daunting for us,” said Sunny. “So I was on a mission to find a 
stonemason to help us.” 
 
She contacted several, but none that embraced her vision. “I was just 
about to give up, when I finally found James Konkle, of Black Dia-
mond Masonry. He really deserves the credit for putting it together,” 
she said. “He’s the best stonemason in the world, as far as I am con-
cerned.” 
 
Sunny was delighted that Konkle was able to bring her design to life. 
Concrete forms, rebar, cement and, of course, a combination of specif-
ically selected rocks and minerals from the Hanson’s collection were 
used to create the wall. The project took several months to complete, 
but proved worth the wait. “The idea of the wall had been living in my 
head and taking up space in there for so long,’ she said. 
 
Chert from Arizona, a rock from Wallace that shows the trace of the 
Palouse floods, coral from the Cayman Islands where their son was 
married – each stone in the wall is part of their family history “I’m so 
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provide our representatives and senator the better they can 
serve. 
 
Bob Pattie 

 
Creation of many colors 

 
Rockhounds have wall built with rocks collected over decades around 
world 
 
By Cindy Hval 
FOR THE SPOKESMAN-REVIEW 
 
When Sunny Armstrong- Hanson was 8 years old, her sister gave her 
a rock polisher. The polish wasn’t included, so she used floor polish. 
 
Roger Hanson was in charge of his Earth Science Club’s rock collec-
tion in high school. 
 
“We’ve always been rockhounds,” Armstrong- Hanson said. Hanson 
had a 25-year career as a naval flight surgeon, and the couple traveled 
the globe. The nomadic military life style isn’t conducive to collect-
ing, but when Roger retired from the Navy in 2003, and the couple 
settled in Spokane, their rock collecting began in earnest. 
 
They would travel a circuit hitting Idaho, Montana, Utah and Arizona, 
discovering an amazing selection of rocks, minerals and geodes. 
 
When they weren’t collecting in person, Sunny scoured the internet, 
purchasing stones from South Africa and Mexico. 
“It had gotten to the point where there were bins and bins of minerals 
and rocks in our backyard, as well as collections inside,” said Sunny. 
 
So, she began to dream about transforming a selection of specimens 
into a freestanding wall in their South Hill backyard. 
 
“I’d leave some rocks outside to see how they’d do in a Spokane win-
ter.” 
 
She said her husband wasn’t a fan of the idea, so the dream simmered 
as their collection grew. 
 
In their living room, several tables (including one Roger built) display 
their assortment, and an entire room they dubbed the “Science Room” 
is filled with special specimens. Using a black light, Roger revealed 
the spectacular colors of fluorescent rocks. 
 
“Once we drug a UV light to the Oregon coast,” he recalled. 
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Septarian slabs aren’t the only ones that deserve to be saved. Slabs of 
crystal-lined geodes are also desirable as display pieces, and they are 
seen at shows and in shops all the time. Often, they have a bit of rind, 
a nice band of agate, and a center of clear crystal. The crystals often 
surround a void in the geodes center. The slab as a whole is more 
interesting than a cab cut from a small section of it.  
 
Although many thunder egg slabs may yield very nice unusual cabs 
with interesting patterns and colors, many others will be better dis-
played whole. There are many other types of rocks that are beautifully 
displayed as slabs, but I think you get the idea. Now, if I have con-
vinced you to throw yourselves on these beauties and save them from 
the horror of the trim saw, the next step is to decide what to do with 
them. Just allowing them to lay on a table at a rock show or in a box at 
a shop is not the answer. A simple napkin holder would be a better 
use, as it allows the larger pattern to be displayed. All that is needed 
are a couple of slabs, a piece of wood or stone for a base, and a little 
epoxy or cyanoacrylate. Such items make a nice addition to the kitch-
en, and they work well as gifts.  

 
If you don’t happen to be a napkin holder person, how about some 
bookends? using stone for bookends is a very old, very simple, lapi-
dary exercise. Usually, this involves cutting a big heavy rock in half 
and placing one half on each end of a row of books. There is certainly 
nothing wrong with this, but it does not address our main purpose 
here: that of finding a lapidary use for slabs other than making cabo-
chons. Slabs can be used very creatively for bookends by utilizing 
those inexpensive metal bookends found in office supply and station-
ary stores. Glue your slab to the vertical face of the bookend. If you 
wish, you can also glue a decorative piece of wood or stone to the 
outside tab to fancy it up a bit. These bookends come in different 
sized vertical faces, so you can get one to fit the size of the slab you 
are using. These make very pretty bookends, and they don’t take up 
nearly as much shelf space as the large stone types 
 
(from West Seattle Petroglyphs, 05/21, via Golden Spike News, May 
2021; via The Clackamette Gem, January 2014; via Rock Chips, Oc-
tober 2013)  
 

There Is Nothing New On Earth? 
by Kat Koch 

It’s easy to assume that there aren’t that many types of rocks left to 
discover, but it turns out that the Earth is still hiding some up its 
sleeves – or, as in this case may be, deep below the ocean. 
 
An international team of scientists, from the Leeds' Institute of Geo-
physics and Tectonics, were on the Research Vessel (RV) JOIDES 
"Resolution" doing core drilling research. They were located about 
625 miles southwest of Japan's Mount Fuji volcano and had drilled 
down approximately 3,730 feet down to the ocean floor of the Amami 
Sankaku Basin plus further down another 930 feet. The research area 

happy! I must admit I find it pretty spectacular, and I look at it every 
day,” said Sunny. “It’s like a sculpture.” 
 
Though he wasn’t originally a proponent of the project, Roger enjoys 
the result of his wife’s vision. 
 
He ran his hand along the sandstone top of the wall. “Every rock in 
here has a story for us,” he said. “This is a storyboard.” 
 
Cindy Hval can be reached at dchval@juno.com 
 
Roger Hanson uses an ultraviolet light to show the colors of a fluores-
cent rock. 
 
PHOTOS BY DAN PELLE/ THE SPOKESMAN-REVIEW 
 
Roger Hanson talks about how he cuts the geode rocks in his collec-
tion. 
 
Sunny Armstrong-Hanson displays a pallasite, a rare type of meteor-
ite. 
 
Roger Hanson displays a large section of Brazilian amethyst geode in 
his South Hill home. 
 
Copyright © 2021 Spokesman-Review 4/15/2021. 
Powered by TECNAVIA 
 

TO CAB OR  NOT TO CAB  
By Vicki Hathaway  

 
It is usually true that, when lapidaries cut slabs, we do so with the 
intention of cutting them into even smaller pieces and making cabo-
chons of various sizes. Sometimes, however, the slab must stand 

alone. When beauty is in the whole, cutting it up yields nothing. Take 
the slab of a Utah septarian nodule for example. It just doesn’t lend 
itself to being cut up into smaller pieces. Sure, it would be possible to 
make some very nice cabs from the golden crystal parts, but destroy-
ing the slab for just a couple of cabs would be a shame. This is espe-
cially true when usable broken pieces of the crystal formations are 
usually lying all over the area in which the nodules are found.  
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transported to the surface very quickly, from its source in the upper 
mantle where it was exposed to pressures between 0.7 and 2 Giga 
Pascals. The eruptions that created the newly-discovered basalt were 
very widespread (covering areas the size of western Europe) and 
occurred in a relatively short geological timescale of between 1-2 
million years. Now that scientists know where and how this rock 
type is formed, they anticipate that many other known rocks that 
were originally formed by ocean floor eruptions will be re-examined 
and potentially alter their wider understanding of the basalt formation. 
 
This discovery raises the possibility that the eruptions in the ocean 
floor sourced in the earth's mantle were even hotter and more volumi-
nous than previously thought. This newly discovered type of basalt is 
quite different from the rocks of this type in its chemical and mineral 
makeup. What’s more, the rock may be as different from Earth’s 
known ocean floor basalts as Earth’s basalts are to the Moon’s basalts. 
 
Bibliography: Tech Explorist, Geology In, New Atlas, Wikipedia 
 
From CSME Tumbler, 05/21 

 
2021 ROCKHOUND ACTIVITIES 

 
4/17  9am @ Hwy I-5 onto 542 East 10 miles @ round-a-bout meeting Racehorse Creek Fossils and Morell mushroom picking. 
 
4/22 Darrington Rock Club MEETING @ Angela’s home, 5 pm potluck, 6 pm meeting. 25104 Clear Creek Rd 98241. 
 
5/15 9am @ Marblemount at bend, with 2 mini marts. To Andre’s place for Talc, Listwanite and others. 
 
6/5 & 6 PVROCK SHOW @ Bonney Lk 
 
6/19 @ 9am Verlot Ranger Station Rainbow Chert. 
 
7/17 & 18 Darrington Rock Show and field trip(location to be announced) 
 
8/21 & 22 @ 9am Enumclaw Ranger Station to Greenwater Field trip. 
 
9/? P V Rock Club Show in the woods 
 
9/18 10am Hwy 410 & F R 19 Little Naches for Thunder Eggs, Lily Pad Jasper & Fossils 
 
10/16 9am Money Ck Camp off Hwy 2 before Skykomish for Picture Jasper 
 
11/13 9am I-5 exit 240 @ Gas Mart to Blanchard Hill Dalmation Stone (stilpnomelane in quartz). 
 

Contact  
 

Ed Lehman at  wsmced2@outlook.com  or (425) 334-6282  or (425) 760-2786 

 
Many trips need Discover Pass, Trailhead Pass & Forest Pass. Ask when you inquire about trip 

was part of 
the birth of 
the "Ring of 
Fire" – a 
horseshoe-
shaped belt 
known for 
regular vol-
canic erup-
tions and 
earthquakes. 
It stretches 
about 25,000 
miles around 
the Pacific, 
and is thought 
to have begun 
forming at least 50 million years ago. 
 
Basalt is among the most common type of rock on earth. The re-
searchers were looking for basalt that was formed during early Ring 
of Fire volcanic eruptions. To their surprise they discovered a new 
form of basalt! 
 
The newly discovered basalt has a completely unique chemical and 
mineral makeup and is distinctly different to other basalt that were 
already known about. In fact, they may be as different to Earth's 
known ocean floor basalts as Earth's basalts are to the Moon's basalts. 
The new basalt is a tholeiite that’s low in titanium and potassium, and 
bears aluminum-rich gemstones called spinels. 
 
The geologists say that these rocks were produced during large and 
very hot volcanic eruptions, back when the Ring of Fire was first 
forming some 50 million years ago. The magma that formed them was 
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  Local Area Shows for 2021 

DATE & TIME CLUB  SHOW LOCATION  

June 2021 
5th 9am - 5pm 
6th 10am - 4pm 

North Idaho Mineral Club Annual show Kootenai County Fairgrounds 
4056 North Government Way 
Coeur d’Alene ID 

June 2021 
18th 10am - 5pm 
19th 9am - 5pm 
20th 10am—4pm 

Lower Umpqua Gem & 
Lapidary Society  

Annual Rock  
And 

Gem Show  

Reedsport Community Building 
451 Winchester Avenue 
Reedsport  OR  

July 2021 
23rd 9am—6pm 
24th 9am—6pm 
25th 9am—5pm 

Washington Agate 
and 

Mineral Society 

Rock and Gem show 
during 

Tenino Oregon Trail Days 

Tenino City Park 
On Park Avenue 
(next to the Quarry House and swim-
ming pool) 
Tenino  WA  98589 

August 2021 
6th 10pm—5pm 
7th 10am—5pm 
8th 10am—4pm 

Far West Lapidary & 
Gem Society  

Annual Gem 
and Mineral Show  

$1 adults, 14 & under 
free w/Adult 

The Mill Casino 
3201 Tremont St 
North Bend , OR 

August 2021 
13th 10am—5pm 
14th 9am—5pm 
15th 9am—3pm 

Mt Hood Rock Club Annual 
Rock and Gem Show  

Jackson Armory 
6255 NE Cornfoot Road 
(Take NE Alderwood Rd from NE 
Columbia Blvd – just south of PDX) 
Portland  OR  97218 

August 2021 
20th 9am - 5pm 
21st 9am - 5pm 
22nd 9am - 5pm 

Willamette Agate 
& Mineral Society  

Annual 
Rock and Gem show 

$2, 11 & under free/adult 

Polk County Fairgrounds 
520 S. Pacific Hwy  
Rickreall, OR 

August 2021 
27th 10am – 5pm 
28th 10am – 5pm 

Southern Washington 
Mineralogical Society  

55th Annual show Silver Lake Grange 
3104 Spirit Lake Hwy 
Exit #49 off I-5; 5 miles up Spirit Lake 
Hwy, Castle Rock  WA  

September 2021 
10th 10am - 5pm 
11th 10am - 5pm 

Marcus Whitman Gem 
and Mineral Society 

51st Annual Gem 
and Mineral show 

$3, 12 & under free w/Adult 

Walla Walla County Fairgrounds 
Community Center Building 
831 Orchard St., Walla Walla  WA 

September 2021 
11th 10am—6pm 
12th 10am—5pm 

Mt. Baker Rock  
& Gem Club 

Annual 
Rock and Gem Show 

 

Pioneer Pavillion 
2007 Cherry Street 
Ferndale,  WA 

September 2021 
25th 10am - 5pm 
26th 10am - 4pm 

Lakeside Gem & 
Mineral Club  

Annual 
Rock & Mineral Show 

$5 adults, 12 & under free 

Benton Franklin County Fairgrounds 
1500 S. Oak  
Kennewick, WA 

October 2021 
1st 10am - 6pm 
2nd 10am - 6pm 
3rd 10am—5pm 

Portland Regional 
Gem and Mineral Show 

41st Annual 
$7, under 12 free with adult 

Wingspan Event Building 
801 NE 34th Avenue 
Hillsboro  OR  97124 

October 2021 
9th 9am - 5pm 
 

Idaho Falls Gem 
& Mineral Society  

10th Annual Member Rock, 
Gem, and Jewelry Sale  

$3 adults, 12 & under free 

Bonneville Co. Fairgrounds 
1542 East 73rd South 
South of Sandy Downs Racetrack on 
Woodruff Ave, Idaho Falls, ID 

April 2022 
9th 10am - 6pm 
10th 10am - 5pm 

Idaho Falls Gem 
& Mineral Society  

56th Annual 
Show  

$3 adults, 12 & under free 

Idaho Falls Recreation Center 
Corner of Memorial Drive and B 
Street  
Idaho Falls, ID 
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Westside Board Meeting 

July 13, 2021 
7:30pm 

 
Maplewood Clubhouse 

8802 196th St SW 
Edmonds 


