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The Council Reporter 

WASHINGTON STATE MINERAL COUNCIL 
2021 OFFICERS 

OFFICERS 
President Aaron Wigant  aaronwigant@rocketmail.com     (509) 263-3401  
VP       
2nd VP  Dave Mastin  davemastin@yahoo.com        
Secretary Diana Horsfall  dianahorsfall@comcast.net    (206) 818-9507 
Treasurer Diana Horsfall  dianahorsfall@comcast.net 
Imm Past Pres: Vesta Bettinger  vestabettinger88@gmail.com    (206) 482-6491 

TRUSTEES --- EAST SIDE 
Barbara (Bobbie) Premo       (17-18-19)  
Gilbert Trujillo         (19-20-21) 
Jeannie Kimberly    jgkimberly@comcast.net  (19-20-21)  (509) 828-9568 
Margaret Sherry    spomarg@gmail.com   (19-20-21)  (512) 487-9698 
Jerry Wickstrom    Jewtmew@aol     (21-22-23)  (509) 653-2787 
Howard Alexander   Howardincowiche@yahoo  (21-22-23)  (509) 945-3119 

TRUSTEES --- WEST SIDE 
Glenn Morita  gmorita@seanet.com    (17-18-19)  (425) 530-9556 
Ed Lehman  wsmced2@outlook.com      (17-18-19)  (425) 334-6282  
Diane Korf        (16-17-18) 
Bob O’Brien  bobobrien653@gmail.com    (21-22-23) 
 
 

The West Side Board meets the third Tuesday of each month between combined meetings, unless a special meeting is 
called.  Usually no meeting in February, July, August, November, and December dependent on Board action. 

MAILING ADDRESS 
Washington State Mineral Council 

4316 NE 10th Street  
Renton, WA  98284  

WEB PAGE ADDRESS 
https://mineralcouncil.wordpress.com 

Editor's e-mail address 
gmorita@seanet.com 

 
The old URL www.mineralcouncil.org will continue to re-direct you to 
the new location. 
 
New e-mail address: mineralcouncil@zoho.com.  Please 
update your address books. 

STAFF 
 

Editor  Glenn Morita 4528 152nd Pl SW, Lynnwood, WA  98087    (425) 743-6249 
Historian Diana Horsfall 4316 N. E. 10th, Renton, WA  98059    (425) 226-3154 
Wagonmaster open   
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Proposed Meeting Calendar for 2023 
 

West side board meetings: 
01/17, 03/21, 05/16, 10/17 Maplewood clubhouse 
 
General meetings : 
04/29, 06/10, and 09/23 Ellensburg 
 
 
 

Westside Board Meeting 
AGENDA 

 
Opening of Meeting 
Treasurer's Report 
 Diana Horsfall 
Committee Reports 
 Wagonmaster -Ed Lehman 
Old Business 
New Business 
Open Comments 
Adjourn 

The Council Reporter 

WSMC Westside board meeting 10/18/22 
 
Meeting started at 7:30pm.  Ed Lehman, Diana Horsfall, Paul 
Anderson and Glenn Morita were in attendance. 
 
Treasurer’s report:  Diana Horsfall gave a treasurer’s report.  
Update on bank account is she is in the process of opening a 
new account at a different bank and will be closing the Key 
Bank account as soon as possible.  The CD with Chase Bank is 
another issue, I am hoping with the notes from this meeting 
that I will be able to take care of the CD, I have found another 
bank that has CD’s and is paying more than Chase Bank but 
must get the ownership of the CD taken care of first.  Diana 
asked if she could be made Authorizing Representative, and 
this was approved by all.  Diana thanked the group and said she 
would continue to work on getting everything done.  
 
Glenn will change the dues instructions to send a check made 
out to the WSMC and send the form and check to Diana.  See 
revised dues announcement in the lower right hand corner of 
this page. 
 
Wagonmaster report:  Ed reported that he had eight or nine car 
loads of people for the Money Creek field trip.  Once they got 
to the site the smoke had cleared.  The Blanchard Hill trip will 
be November 12. 
 
Ed also reported that he has an order for 40 map booklets from 
the NW Rockhounds. 
 
Ed is still looking for someone to replace him as wagon master 
if you are interested, please let him know.  
 
We also are looking to update the map book and are looking 
for volunteers to help with this big project.   
 
Glenn reported that the Forest Service did some reclamation 
work at Crystal Park by removing hazardous trees, filling holes 
with old tailings.  The Forest Service also raised the fee from 
$5/car to $5/person. 
 
Ed informed the members that Bob O’Brien has cancer and is 
not doing well. 
 
We need to get better attendance at the meetings as well as new 
people to volunteer for board positions and field trip leaders. 
 
Submitted by, 
Diana Horsfall, Secretary 
 

Pitch Lake, Trinidad 
by Kat Koch 

 
Pitch Lake, which is the world's largest natural deposit of as-
phalt, is located outside the city of La Brea in southwest Trini-
dad. The Lake is around 100acres, about 250 feet deep, and 
estimated to contain 10 million tons of 
asphalt/pitch. 
 

GPS Co-ordinates Needed 
 
The WSMC needs the GPS co-ordinates of any and all of the 
collecting sites in the state.  In an effort to make the map 
booklets as accurate as possible the Mineral Council is asking 
for everyone to record GPS readings while on field trips 
The data can also be used to help in our fight to keep our 
collecting areas open. 

The Washington State Mineral Council 
web site has MOVED. 

 
Please update your web browsers to the new URL 
https://mineralcouncil.wordpress.com/.  The old URL 
www.mineralcouncil.org will continue to re-direct you to the 
new location. 
 
New e-mail address: mineralcouncil@zoho.com.  Please 
update your address books. 
 
The Mineral Council e-mail account has been moved to a new 
host.  Please update your address books as the old e-mail 
account has been closed 

Dues are due 
 
Download the PDF or Word version from the WSMC 
website in the Misc. Resources menu. 
 
Please send a check made out to the WSMC and the dues 
form to Diana Horsfall 
4316 NE 10th Street  
Renton, WA  98284  



 
The popular scientific opinion is that The Pitch Lake is related 
to deep faults in subduction plates under the Caribbean Plate, 
related to Barbados Arc. The sources of the Lake have not been 
extensively studied, but the opinion is that the Lake is at the 
convergence of two faults. 
 
A recent study connected to the European Space Agency dis-
covered living microbes beneath the asphalt's surface. In addi-
tion, they have found similarities between the Pitch Lake and 
similar lakes on the surface of Titan, one of Saturn's moons. So 
although Pitch Lake may look like an oversized, bumpy park-
ing lot, some scientists believe it might one day reveal whether 
or not Titan can support life. 
 
The scientists also think that one day Pitch Lake may help an-
swer the question of whether or not life exists on other planets! 
The world's 2nd largest pitch lake is Lake Bermudez, also 
known as Lake Guanoco, located in Estado Sucre, Venezuela. 
This pitch lake has an area of about 1,100acres and is more 
extensive than Pitch Lake by surface area but much smaller in 
volume. Lake Bermudez depth varies between 4.9 feet and 6.6 
feet. For centuries the local indigenous populations has used 
the asphalt from the Lake. The Warao people have used it to 
waterproof canoes. 
 
In 1890, a U.S. company, with permission of the Venezuelan 
government, began to extract pitch commercially, but it soon 
created controversy and internal conflict within the country. 
Asphalt mining in the Lake was stopped in 1934 and has not 
resumed.  
 
Bibliography: Amusing Planet, Wikipedia, Explorers Web, 
World Atlas 
 
From CSM Tumbler, 10/22 
 
 

FIELD TRIP REPORT FOR  
JULY 17 AT GREENWATER  

By Roger Danneman, 
Field Trip Guide (Cascade Mineralogical Society)  

 
It was a great day for a dig. Cool and cloudy. 15 vehicles, 27 
people, and 1 sweet dog went to the black agate site off 
FR7222. We dug there for about 4 hours. Black agate, tan jas-
per, and tan opal was what we were digging up. Our guests 
from Centralia dug deep (6 feet) and uncovered some large 
chunks of the agate/jasper. About half the group pursued other 
sites while I took the remaining half to show them the FR72 
rockslide area. I don't 
like taking groups 
there because it's very 
steep and difficult and 
dangerous to work. 
But it's a good site to 
go back to after a 
hard rain cleans off 
the loose rock. Some 
nice green jaspers and 
agate there. We then 
went further up FR72 

The Council Reporter 

4 

First called 'piche,' the 
Amerindians believed, 
"Their winged God cre-
ated it as punishment. 
They were celebrating a 
victory over a rival tribe 
when they got carried 
away in their celebra-
tion. They proceeded to 
cook and eat sacred 
hummingbirds, which 
they believed possessed the souls of their departed ancestors. 
The winged God immediately had a lake swallow the entire 
tribe as punishment.” 
 
Numerous Amerindian artifacts have been unearthed on-site, 
including a bench carved in the shape of an animal (with the 
carver's name still clear-
ly visible). You can see 
some of these artifacts at 
an on-site museum. In 
addition, the rib bone, 
thigh bone, and tooth of 
a giant sloth belonging 
to a mastodon have been 
found, thus indicating 
prehistoric life in Trini-
dad and Tobago. 
 
In 1595, the Amerindians showed Sir Walter Raleigh the Lake, 
although he claimed to have ‘discovered’ the pitch lake in his 
search for El Dorado. Raleigh found immediate use for the 
asphalt to caulk his ship and referred to the pitch as "most ex-
cellent... It melteth not with the sun as the pitch of Norway." 
 
In 1792, the Spanish started to refine the pitch and called it 
'Tierra de Brea,' meaning land of the pitch – the name eventual-
ly became the city of La Brea, where the Lake is located. 
 
In 1887, an American busi-
nessman, Amzi Barber, 
known as "The Asphalt 
King," secured a 42-year 
monopoly right from the 
British Government for 
Pitch Lake for his company, 
Barber Asphalt Paving 
Company. From this source, 
some of the first asphalt 
roads were paved in Wash-
ington D.C., New York City, 
and other Eastern U.S. cit-
ies. 
 
In 1978, Lake Asphalt of Trinidad and Tobago Limited was 
incorporated with the intention to extract and process asphalt 
from the Lake. The Lake Asphalt Company currently produces 
a wide range of products, with asphalt from the Lake being the 
base ingredient. Some of the products are an anti-corrosive 
black paint, seam sealant, under-body automobile coating, a 
pipe and metal guard, and bitumen emulsion. It is a major sup-
plier of asphalt products to the world market. 
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lia and the Lewis County Rock Club, Ananda 
C., and of course me.  
 
I have not scheduled a field trip for August. We 
are busy with the Aug. 20-21 Rock and Gem 
Show at Green River College. Should be an 
awesome weekend. I will have 2 display cases 
highlighting material collected on field trips.  
 
From West Seattle Petroglyphs, 08/22,via Tum-
bler, August 2022 
 

A Mineral Stronger than Diamond? 
Lonsdaleite—Hexagonal Diamond 

by Kathy Reimers 
 
Lonsdaleite is believed to have formed when graphite meets 
intense heat. It has been found in areas where meteorites, 
called ureilite meteorites, have crashed to earth—most recently 
in Africa. It can be found in similar form as a natural occur-
rence here on earth but that is rare. It also can be lab grown. 
 
The dominant theory of the origin of Lonsdaleite is that a 
dwarf planet in our solar system was shattered by a meteorite 
about 4.5 billion years ago. The outer crust of the dwarf (and 
not completely round) planet was mingled and melted with bits 
of meteorite and jettisoned throughout our solar system. A 
small fraction of those bits made it back to earth in meteorite 
form. Lonsdaleite that comes to earth in meteorite form has 
gone through an intense heat process at least twice. The natural 
occurrence of the mineral here on earth is theorized to be be-
cause the earth was forming at the same time as the dwarf 
planet/meteorite collision and bits of that planet/meteorite end-
ed up in ours. 
 
Lonsdaleite are thought to be even harder than diamonds, and 
they could be used in industrial processes such as mining. It 
was determined to be up to 58% stronger than a regular dia-
mond IF you get a specimen that is not corrupted by lattice 
defects or impurities. (If that is the case the specimen drops to 
7- 8 on the Mohs scale.) 
 
Yes, Lonsdaleite and regular 
diamonds can be created in a 
lab, specifically chemical 
vapor deposition which in-
volves a chamber. See link to 
“The Science Times” below. 
It includes an interesting 
video. 
 
Lonsdaleite is scientifically 
categorized as an individual 
mineral species and is named after the famous British pioneer-

to a quarry. There were 
hints of calcite and 
crystal veins in the host 
rock, but not much 
worth keeping. About 
4:00 we called it quits. 
I stopped at the rock-
slide on the way down 
and found a few nice 
pieces for the tumbler. 
And then went back to 
the black agate site 
where Dan from Fife 
had taken over the 
Centralia pit. He had 
dug a bunch more out 
and I joined in. I was 
fortunate enough to fill 
up my bucket. If any-
one on the trip didn't 
get any of the black 
agate, let me know. I'll 
see that you get some.  
 
Attendees: Peggy S 
and guest Kalun, Kate 
T.s family, Becky P. 
and guests, Gina M., 
Julie M., Ann S. and 
dog Tess, Loren M., 
Christina and Russell 
L., John and Dave C., 
Teri G., Nik B., new 
member Chris W. from 
Spokane, guests Dave 
and Dick from Centra-

The Council Reporter 

Attention: All Newsletter Subscribers 
 
If you, or someone you know should be receiving this newsletter 
electronically and are not, please contact me (Glenn Morita). 
 
We are trying to keep our mailing list current and want to make 
sure that everyone who wants an electronic version of the 
newsletter gets one. 
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Date Host Site Meeting place and time Material Tools 
1/22                        Walker Valley Big Lake Store @ 9:00 Geodes—Agate Hard rock 

2/12                 Anderson  Creek Park & Ride on Hwy 9 just south of Sedro 
Woolley @ 9:00  

Jade Rock & crack hammer 

2/ 26                        Grandy Creek Forest Service Station, Sedro Woolley @ 9:00 Jade Rock & crack hammer 

3/19                           Saddle Mt Leprecon Grocery Mattawa @ 9:00 Petrified Wood & Opal    Dig & Heavy Tools 

4/16                          Racehorse Creek Mt Baker Hwy 10 mi from I-5 @ 9:00 Fossils & Morel Mushrooms       

4/23-24 POW Saddle Mt Mattawa Buckshot Boat Launch @ 8:00 Petrified Wood Dig & light hard rock 

5/21  Marblemount Donation Fee at Mine @ 9:00 Talc & Listwanite  

6/18   Verlot Ranger Station @ 9:00 Rainbow Chert Lite Hard Rock 

6/23-28 POW Madras OR Fairground @ 8:00 Petrified Wood, T-Eggs, Agate & 
Jasper 

 

7/23-24 DAR Sweetwater Darrington Show 10-5, meet at 11am Travertine  River Bar 

8/6-7 PVGMC Greenwater Forest Service Station, Enumclaw @ 9:00 Agate, Jasper, Petrified Wood & Opal 
 

All Tools      

9/10-11 POW Red Top  Teanaway Camp @ 8:00 Agate. Geodes, Jasper & Jade  

9/10 NOA Little Naches Little Naches  Hwy 410 & FR 19 @ 10:00 T-Eggs Fossils, Lilypad Jasper  

10/15  Skykomish  Money Creek Camp Hwy 2 @ 9:00 Picture Jasper Rock & crack hammer 

11/12  Alger      I-5 exit 240 @ 9:00  Dalmation Stone Hard rock 

2022 WSMC SPONSORED FIELD TRIPS (REV. 01/25/22)  
  The WA St. Mineral Council plans guided fieldtrips to collecting sites. Open to member clubs, and the general public. Most trips 
are free. Included are the Pow Wow trips (must join to go on trips). Host clubs and contact persons will be set up as I gather info. 
For updated info, go to mineralcouncil@zoho.com  or contact Ed Lehman at wsmced2@outlook.com or h ph# (425) 334-6282  
Cell# (425) 760-2786.  Pow Wow Dues are $7.50 each or &15 a family. They supply 3 free breakfast’s on trips (what a deal). 

100 % of map booklet sales goes to Walker Vlalye lease,  insurance for access to private property and general operation of WSMC 
    Many trips need Discover Pass, Trailhead Pass & Forest Pass. Ask when you inquire about trip 

ALWAYS contact host for updated info a week before trip !!! 
 
HOST         CLUB                                        CONTACT INFO 
 
MSVL = Marysville Rock Club   Ed Lehman  wsmced2@outlook.com  h# (425) 334-6282 c# (425) 760-2786 
DARR =  Darrington Rock Club        “       “         “                    “                    “          “                  “         : 
SPOK =   Spokane Rock Rollers Mike Shaw  mikeshawmoose@yahoo.com  (509) 251-1574 or (509) 244-8542 
N O A =  Tony Johnson      ynotopals@outlook.com    (253) 863-9238 
PVGMC  = Dennis Bachelor  (360) 870-8741 
POW   =  All Rockhounds Pow Wow Larry Vess  vessel3755@gmail.com  or (253)473-3908 
 
Keep updated on http://www.mineralcouncil.zoho.com  Land management changes, and roads close regularly. There is a area on web page 
with tool category in pictures and names of tools. 
 
Always have proper cloths and gear for conditions. Be prepared with safety, first aid, food and drink. 
 
A week before trips I (Ed Lehman) will have a pdf file with map and info for that trip I can send you on request. I will do the same for trip  
host. 
 
Try to be at the meeting site 30 minutes before trip time for details and instructions with a full tank of gas. 
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  Local Area Shows for 2022/2023 

DATE & TIME CLUB  SHOW LOCATION  

November 2022 
12th 9am - 5pm 
13th 10am - 4pm 

Skagit Rock & Gem Club Treasures of the Earth Sedro Woolley Community Center 
703 Pacific St 
Sedro Woolley WA 98284 

November 2022 
19th 10am - 5pm 
20th 10am - 5pm 

Kitsap Mineral 
and Gem Society 

Fall Festival of Gems The President's Hall 
1250 NW Fairgrounds Road 
Bremerton, WA  

February 2023 
11th 9am—5pm 
12th 9am—5pm 

Whidbey Island Gem Club 57th Annual Sweetheart of 
Gems Show 

The Center in Oak Harbor 
51 Jerome St. 
Oak Harbor  WA 

February 2023 
25th 10am—6pm 
26th 10am—5pm 

Idaho Gem Club Annual 
Gem, Mineral, and Fossil Show 

Expo Idaho 
5610 Glenwood 
Boise, ID 

March 2023 
4th 10am - 6pm 
5th 10am - 5pm 

East KingCo Annual Rock and Gem Show Pickering Barn 
1730 10th Ave NW 
Issaquah, WA 

March 2023 
4th 10am - 6pm 
5th 10am - 5pm 

Owyhee Gem & Mineral 
Society  

69th Annual Rock 
and Gem Show 

$5, kids under 11 free 

O'Conner Field House 
2207 Blaine 
Caldwell, ID 

March 2023 
3rd 10am—5pm 
4th 10am—5pm 
5th 10am—5pm 

Tualatin Valley Gem 
Club  

64th Annual Rock 
and Mineral Show  

$1 Adults, 12 & under free 

Forest Grove National Guard Amory 
2950 Taylor Way 
Forest Grove  OR 

March 2023 
18th 9am - 6pm 
19th  10am - 5pm 

Hellgate Mineral Society  28th Annual 
Gem, Fossil, & Mineral show 

$3, under 14 free w/adult 

Hilton Garden Inn 
3700 North Reserve St. 
Missoula  MT 

April 2023 
29th 10am - 5pm 
30th 10am - 4pm 

Lakeside Gem & 
Mineral Club  

26th Annual 
Rock & Mineral Show 

$5 adults, 12 & under free 

Benton Franklin County Fairgrounds 
Building 2, 1500 S. Oak  
Kennewick, WA 

April 2023 
29th 10am - 5pm 
30th 10am - 5pm 

West Seattle Rock Club 55th Annual 
Rock Show 

Alki Masonic Temple 
4736 40th Ave. SW. 
Seattle, WA 

August 2023 
3rd 10am—5pm 
4th 10am—5pm 
5th 10am—5pm 
6th 10am—4pm 

Billings Gem and 
Mineral Club  

2023 AM Fed and NW Fed 
Gem and Mineral show 

Adults $5/day or $15 4 day pass 
Under 12 free with adult 

Billings Hotel & Convention Center 
1223 Mullowney Lane 
Billings MT 

ing female crystallographer Dame Kathleen Lonsdale, who 
was the first woman elected as a Fellow of the Royal Society. 
 
Sources: Rare Lonsdaleite Diamond Can Be Formed Using 
Specialized Chamber Instead of Waiting For Dwarf Planet, 
Asteroid Collision | Science Times , Wikipedia, MSN articles 
 
From KMGS Hard Rock News, 10/22 
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